Where have we been?

In April of 1995, 140 people signed the Joy! charter.  By the time the congregation was officially incorporated on May 5, 1996, we had grown to 285 partners with a mission to be an inviting community where faith and love would be nurtured and people sent out to serve as Christ’s witnesses.  In the past 15 years Joy! has been an exciting church with ups and downs, full of life, focused on reaching people and experiencing lives changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

It hasn’t always been easy.  But God is faithful and has brought us to a new day with dreams and aspirations born out of all those years shaped by momentous growth, wrought by trials, fashioned out of prayer, informed by Scripture and inspired by the Spirit.  

How gratifying it is for all of us to see lives changed by faith in Jesus and to experience the changed life that comes from being faithful to God’s call to share Christ’s radical love.  

· Do you remember the truckloads of goods that Joy! people took down to the gulf after Hurricane Katrina?  

· Do you remember youth mission trips that have travelled to places like Central America, the mountains of West Virginia and the heart of Oklahoma?  

· Did you know that 200 or more people are involved in our small group ministry?  

· New individuals and families are invited to worship each week.  

· As many as 60 or more middle school students are engaged in worship, scripture and service each week of the school year.  

· More than 200 children learn about Jesus at Vacation Bible School.  Nearly 100 “Joy! ministers” make it happen.
· 180 volunteers joined the effort to provide meals and a place for the homeless through PADs.  

· Saturday is the only day of the week that we don’t have a meeting for Alcoholics Anonymous  or one of several other support groups.  

· Prayer quilts have been prayed over and brought healing to people who are ill, dying, grieving or struggling in some way.

· Hundreds of bicycles have been refurbished and given to children and adults who needed them.

· Habitat for Humanity homes have been built by the hands of Joy! people in Lake County and even in El Salvador.

· Missionaries in Africa have been supported in the fight against HIV and AIDS

· Offerings have gone out for disaster relief and world hunger.

· Children have received backpacks and school supplies in the fall and gifts at Christmas.

· Who knows how many have received food through our work with the COOL food pantry.

· Commuters watch as Joy! people pick up litter on Hwy 120.

· Prayer requests have been answered by the hundreds of people in our prayer network.  

· Winter coats, cloths and other goods have gotten into the hands of inmates leaving the county jail. 
· Local people have been able to get things they’ve needed at our Rummage Sale and Give-away and the money that is raised has gone to local organizations that provide help people in need.

· Everyday lives are touched by Joy! people in mission as they go to work from Milwaukee to Chicago and sometimes from England to Argentina to China.

· Where are we now?
Becoming a healthy community has been our focus the past few years.  We needed to clarify our identity, our mission and our focus.  We’ve done that.  Working teams have taken on three big initiatives around spiritual formation, welcome and hospitality, and facilities.  Gifted and passionate Joy! people have put their heart into it all. We have put ourselves on the right trajectory.  
New ministries are emerging because of the plans put in place two years ago.  Adult classes in Spiritual Formation have started and will grow.  We have allocated staff to champion a new connection process, starting this Fall. The constraints of our facilities will be a significant hurdle for these ministries to thrive.  It is all about life changing growth and a community prepared to reach out with “radical love.”   God is so good!

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV)











