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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth... Psalm 98:4

Starting Point class: “Changed lives, Change Lives!”
Starting Point is a class for
those interested in knowing
more about Joy! and required
for those interested in becom-
ing members. Join us on Feb. 5,
9-noon at Joy!. Sign up in the

This year we are going to focus on how we can become the people and the church that God
wants us to be. This is not a New Years resolution...it is what we are always striving for.

In 2010 we affirmed our mission to change lives and the phrase “So that lives are changed!”
became a central focus. It is the phrase at the end of our mission statement:

lobby. “Joy! has been called to be a joy-filled, Christ-centered community
Engage class: that is passionate about reaching our neighbors with Christ’s radical love
Come take part in the next so that all our lives are changed.”

Engage class on Feb. 12, 9- “ . . . .
noon at Joy! Create a personal The “so that” clause in our mission statement tells us what we are called to accomplish. We

plan for yourself that include are here “So that lives are changed!.” Whatever we do, by the necessity of our mission,
discovering and using your must be “So that lives are changed/ ”

spiritual gifts. Sign up in the
lobby or call Connections Co-
ordinator Jenelle Ancona at 847

The first part of our mission statement is also about changed lives. It is the part that says
“We are called to be a joy-filled, Christ-centered community that is passionate about

-362-4569 or reaching our neighbors.” Joy-filled, Christ-centered people are those whose lives have
Jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.or been changed by the love of God in Christ. People who are passionate about reaching their
g. Mark it on your calendars neighbor with Christ’s radical love are people whose lives have already been changed by it.
now! We are called to be a community of people with changed lives reaching out to a world of

people whose lives will be changed by Christ’s love.

From January to the first
Sunday in March we wiill
explore the transforming
power of God through our | It is important that we embrace God’s work to change our lives in order to join God in the
relationships: work of changing the lives of others. It is a lifelong calling and if you haven’t yet done it or
January 16 have done it half-hearted, there is no time like now to begin.

Up LifeéGod |is Love ) )
There are some very important next steps that [ am encouraging you to take:

When you put it all together it means that “Changed lives, change lives.” The instrument
of God’s life changing love is a life that has been changed by God’s life changing love.

January 23
Up LifeéeGod Tr a@andidorbeing a part of the Good and Beautiful God class. Two classes are currently
January 30 in session (Sunday, 9am and Wednesday, 7pm). If you are not able to join them
In Life... now, there will be others in the future. The focus is on coming to know the God of
scripture more fully and more clearly. Contact Al Caldwell at alvacald-
well@sbcglobal.net or Chris Luetke at
Important Youth dates: cluetke@hotmail.com.

Jan 19 - XRoads winter ex-
treme payments are due.
Jan 23 - AtF winter extreme
payments are due

Come to the “Engage” class on Saturday, February 12, 9am-noon. This class will give
you an opportunity to know your particular giftedness more clearly and to develop
a plan for personal transformation. Contact Jenelle Ancona at

Joy Lutheran Church 749 S. Hunt Club Road Gurnee, IL. 60031 www.joylutheran.org 847-362-4JOY

. . —
Jan 30 - A(F parent & student jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org. 5
summer trip meetif{g Embrace God’s life changing love in this New Year by renewing your commitment to grow 4
Feb 18-20 - AtF Winter Ex- in your relationship with God through Christ Jesus. =
treme —
Feb 25-27 - XRoads Winter Changed Lives, Change Lives! QE)
Extreme Pastor Scott 5

>

(Continued on page 3)
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Dear Family of Joy!

We are in the heart of Winter, but with February comes Ground Hog Day, the Super Bowl, and Valentine’s Day.
While I don’t care all that much for small furry land mammals who prognosticate the weather, I am looking forward to the
Super Bowl and the usual fellowship that seems to gather together to watch that grand sports phenomenon. And I am also
looking forward to Valentine’s Day, that opportunity to demonstrably show my beloved bride just how much I cherish and
love her! Yes, plans are already in motion! But less a Hallmark-inspired holiday, St. Valentine’s Day reminds me of that
saint of an earlier Church era who knew the love of God in Jesus Christ and sought to live and stand for that love, even when
it cost him his life for defying the Roman Emperor.

We don’t face such challenges to our faith here in Gurnee, IL, but in places like Alexandria, Egypt and Bagdad, Iraq,
our brothers and sisters in Christ face constant harassment (politically and legally) and threats of violence and death. This
past January the middle schoolers at XRoads finished looking at the life of Jesus. They heard and learned about Jesus’ teach-
ing with authority, the miracles that he did for people, his being condemned to and dying on a cross outside of Jerusalem, and
importantly, his resurrection — that great event which put the entirety of his life, including his coming from the Father and
being made human, and his death in clear perspective. As of this writing, this past week, they concluded that arc with learn-
ing about the Great Commission (read Matthew 28:16-20), where the resurrected Jesus commissioned all of his disciples
(including you and me) to go out into all the places where we live and tell people about Jesus, bringing them into the church
and making them disciples. They learned that the great motivator to this is God’s love in Jesus Christ. We first experience
this love in reading Scripture, where we find the Father so loved the world which he created that he sent his one and only
Son. We experience it when we ask Jesus to be our Savior and Lord, confessing our sinfulness and need for God’s salvation.
And we experience that love again and again through the living presence of God the Holy Spirit, who lives in us through our
personal profession of faith in Jesus Christ and unifies us as one holy Church. And it is that reality — that God is love (1 John
4, esp. 4:16) — that should motivate us to want to share who Jesus is and what he has done for us in dying and rising to new
life for those who will believe. This is good stuff! This is the Good News of Jesus Christ!

As we move into February, I want to give you a heads up about confirmation. I want to invite all of our students (in
eighth through twelfth grade) and interested parents to join us for our intensive Confo class starting Sunday, March 6 (look
for the brochure). For our eighth graders, this will build on what you’ve learned in XRoads all year. For our high school
students who have not yet been confirmed, you will have an opportunity to understand the Christian faith more deeply and
articulate for yourselves a personal profession of faith in Jesus Christ. This is an exciting time to take your place in the
Church (not just Joy!, but the Church going back all the way to the apostles!). Confirmation is your confessing for yourself
your life-long decision to be a follower of Jesus and to accept that Great Commission. Also, we continue to move forward in
our search for a new youth pastor. You will be hearing more details as the search committee goes on this quest. Please pray
for this group of adults and students to be led by the Holy Spirit in bringing the person God has chosen to shepherd our stu-
dents over the next few years. I also want to thank students and adults alike who continue to encourage me and the other
youth ministers with their kind words. May God be glorified in all we are doing for our youth at Joy!

In His Grip,
Dave Feiser, Interim Youth Pastor

New Year = New You?
From the desk of Small groups & Connections Coordinator, Jenelle Ancona....

A new year means a new calendar right? Often putting up that new calendar and looking ahead at a brand new year inspires
us to ask ourselves questions about how we will be or what we will do differently this year? We set new goals or resolutions
to try to better ourselves. Some of us will be like the hundreds that decide to get healthier physically. A great goal to have for
God gave us these bodies and we are indeed to care for them. Others will set goals around balancing work and home better.
Again another great goal to have for God gave us those families or groupings of close friends and indeed we are to be there to
love and minister to each another. A group of us may make a goal around being more financially responsible and certainly
being good stewards of our treasures is important. Yet, how many of us are setting a goal that directly relates to growing in
our spiritual life? Have we considered being more regular in worship and focusing on giving that undivided time to glorifying
God and growing closer to him? Or have we considered setting a goal to participate in an educational opportunity to grow in
our knowledge of HIS word or understanding of how great our God is? Have we thought about adding prayer to our goal list-
a gift from a grace-filled God who desires a relationship with us that we often take for granted. Have we considered joining a
small group to grow in fellowship with other Christians while journeying together in the Word and in service? Have we
thought about taking time to discover and reflect upon the unique ways God has gifted each of us so we know where to serve
and be an active part of advancing His kingdom to a world of hurting people?

I encourage you this year when setting a goal for yourself, look beyond the obvious, seek God’s guidance in where and what
your focus should be in 2011. May each of you have a happy and healthy start to year 2011!
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Joy! is awarded the Faithful Friend Award

On Sunday December 19° Marilee LaMatinna of One Hope
United came to Joy! to award our congregation the Faithful
Friend Award for our continued service to One Hope United.
Marilee thanked our congregation for our service to the Holi-
day Giving Program. Below is an article that appeared in the
Chicago Tribune.

For at least the past ten years, Joy! Lutheran Church in
Gurnee, Illinois, has partnered with One Hope United
during the holiday season providing gifts for at least
100 children in the nonprofit’s care. In past years, Joy!
Lutheran has provided gifts for as many as 300 children
as well as 15 new bikes. In recognition of the church’s
dedication to helping the children in the care of One
Hope United, the agency has recognized Joy! Lutheran
with the 2010 Faithful Friend award.

Mary Reiling has organized the gift drive at Joy! Lu-
theran benefiting One Hope United for the last five
years.

“Joy! Lutheran Church’s participation in the holiday
giving program was started by member Sandy Slusser,”
said Reiling. “Sandy was the driving force behind Joy’s
participating in the program until her death. Sandy’s
incredible generosity is our inspiration to continue the
program annually. It is truly a team effort by the congre-
gation that allows us to reach out to the youth and fami-
lies served by One Hope United through holiday giv-

9

ing.

For the past three years, the church has sponsored 225
children during the holidays. Throughout 2010, the
church even donated new books, pajamas and socks for
each child that attends One Hope United’s Busy Bee
Children’s Center in Waukegan, Illinois.

“We hope to continue this partnership to share the joy
of the holidays for many years to come,” said Reiling.
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Nursery Happenings

Joy's nursery is for those 3 years and under who might not be
able sit still during worship or meetings when parents need to
listen. We are always looking for youth helpers in grades 6-
12 who enjoy watching and playing with God's little sheep.

Assistance is needed on the following weekends (youth or
adults):

Sunday, January 30 - both services.
Sunday, February 20 - both services
Sunday, May 1 - both services
Sunday, May 8 - both services

Please contact Stacey Van Zeyl for more information. 847-
543-7259 or yecats77@hotmail.com.

(Continued from page 1)
Staffing Plan and Youth Ministry

Late last summer we said farewell to our Youth Pastor,
Bryan Depotty. In September, David Feiser joined our
staff as the Interim Youth Pastor. We were blessed to
have a talented leader like Bryan and for the past four
months we have been extraordinarily blessed by Da-
vid’s ministry.

We are currently in the process of preparing for the
hiring of a new Youth Pastor. Initially we had hoped
to post the position opening by the end of January and
begin the interview process as soon as qualified candi-
dates were identified. That timeline has been modified
in order to look at the bigger picture of staffing for our
mission.

In November, the Congregation Council began a pro-
cess of developing a Staffing Plan for Joy!. They be-
gan by evaluating the strengths of our current staff and
leadership. Currently, information is being gathered to
get a full sense of how our leadership functions from
day to day. The council has scheduled two work days
(January 29" and February 12™) to develop a plan that
will address not only the Youth Ministry needs but oth-
er short and long-range ministry. This is especially
important as we commit to new facilities. In tandem
with the work of the council, a Youth Ministry call
team will be assembled to prepare for the call process
so that we might still be able to hire a staff person by
late spring.

Please pray for the leaders of our congregation as they
engage in this process of discernment.

Blessings,

Pastor Scott

COOL FOOD PANTRY - Spirit of Sojourners
small group would like to thank all who contributed to
the December C.0O.0.L. Food-of-the-Month (Christian
Outreach of Lutherans)! We appreciate and are thank-
ful for all the donations. The Food Pantry is so appre-
ciative of the generosity of Joy! members.

ThéanuaryfFood
t hMont h wi | |

be@epeanut butter
or j.elly

Thanks so much!!


http://mail.joylutheran.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=fe2ec303afd8478d9fd34b46a05ef048&URL=mailto%3ayecats77%40hotmail.com

The Community Care Corner:

Providing Care at JOY! Lutheran Church
Epiphany Celebrations

| Article by Pastor Al. alvacaldwell@sbcglobal.net
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J anuary 6, marks the end of the twelve days of Christmas and an-
nounces Epiphany, the day when the Magi arrive to visit the Holy
‘8¢ Family. I love the traditions related to the créches. It is a common

b tradition to keep the cradle empty until Christmas Eve and then add

"~ with their nativity scenes this season. Here are some of the stories I
received. (1) "With our 5 1/2 year-old son, Dylan, we are continuing a Van Zeyl family tradition of keeping the manger
empty until bedtime on Christmas Eve. Thomas grew up with two other siblings, so this meant that he got to do the Baby
Jesus honors once every three years. Being an only child, Dylan gets to do it every year and this year really seemed like a
light bulb went on in his head about Christmas being the birthday of Baby Jesus.” (2) Cathy and Jack produce an outdoor
créche in Wadsworth. They returned from midnight mass to find that their dog had taken the baby Jesus from the cradle.
Cathy says, "The dog returned Jesus, safe and sound to our door step 3 days later. He also took Joseph's place in the hay!
(See photo in article.) We pick one grandchild each Christmas eve to "trade out” pregnant Mary with Mary and baby Je-
sus. They feel highly honored and look forward to the privilege. They also keep track of whose turn it is! " (3) Laura
wrote that. she and her young daughter watched all the Rankin and Bass shows together this year. Lily was scared of the
Abominable Snowman until she saw how he was nice at the end of the movie. “We also said an Advent prayer every
night ‘Thank you God for sending Baby Jesus to us to teach us how to love each other.” Anyway, we have an Abomina-
ble Snowman ornament that kind of creeped Lily out - she was still a little scared of him. One day she took him off the
tree and put him in the manger with Jesus so he could teach him "how not to be mean and grumpy anymore." (4). Ash-
ley’s little daughter, Grace kept rearranging the créche. “Pretty soon we realized that a shepherd belonged above the
manger (where the angel was supposed to be), the wise men were (appropriately) tossed to the side, and that Baby Jesus
needed to be carried around and kissed very frequently.” (5) Barbara, a professional colleague writes, “My parents have a
beautiful olivewood créche which was a gift from my grandparents when they visited Israel. I loved playing with this
creche when I was little, but I feared baby Jesus wasn't comfortable enough so I swaddled him in pink play dough. To
this day, there are pink remnants in the carved details.”(6) Amy was babysitting her friend’s dog, and he chewed off three
of the camels legs. “My daughter was livid. It was my set from Israel. I told her, I bet God makes handicapped camels,
we'll just prop him back up.” (7) Terri, a Methodist Pastor, writes, “I have had heard the word ‘manger’ many times, but
it means so much more to me now that I have actually touched the feeding trough. That feeding trough long ago was
rough, it was rustic, and it was not elegant at all, just as our manger is rough and rustic, until long ago when the Baby
Jesus was put into it. Then that mere manger became a cradle fit for a King...the Son of God....Touching is believ-
ing!”(8) Laurie’s story: "I now have the créche that was bought with my birthday money the year I was born. Each year
we set it up somewhere near the tree. When my youngest brother was two or three, he decided to put baby Jesus in a safe
place. He is now a doctor, and I am now a pastor and my parents have moved from our childhood home. Baby Jesus was
never found but we all carry the memories of that creche in our hearts and minds and retell the story of the baby Jesus
which does not match the rest of the set because the original Jesus was put in a safe place." (9) Sarah describes the créche
made by her seven-year-old daughter fourteen years ago. This year, her daughter returned from Paris, and she insisted
that Mom set up that créche: the one with sheep made from cotton balls, a paper cow, “the wise men, Mary, Joe, and the
angel and Jesus. This year we had to rescue one of the sheep from our cat!”” (10) Holly’s church contemporizes the créche
each year. In 2010, the créche was a prison cell, and the baby Jesus was born in prison! May the Epiphany Season be full
and rich for all of you. Remember, in that first century, no one expected to find a Messiah in a feeding trough. So today,
be on your watch, Joy! Lutheran Church, because we will most likely find Christ in the unexpected places; and it will be
the children who lead us there.
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All In!

We’re now in the second quarter, or “2Q” of our campaign to continue to work our mission. It’s exciting to see the pro-
gress being made with our leadership team and building facilities teams. Over the next several weeks, there will be op-
portunities to learn more about the progress being made culminating with a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January
30, 2011 after the second service to vote on the approval to move ahead with the building project and hire a project con-
struction manager. Please plan to attend to be a part of an exciting time in the life of Joy!

At this time, we’ve also passed the $800,000 level in pledge commitments to the capital campaign! Praise God! The
financial commitments are only one part, however, as we have stressed from the start that if we’re going to fulfill what
our goals are, that we need this entire project supported in prayer and faith that God is here among us and that we are re-
sponding as stewards to what he has entrusted to us. Pastor Scott has shared with us that “Changed Lives Change Lives,”
and that we are on the path to do just that.

This month, you will also be able to pick up your regular offering envelopes in the lobby. You will notice a line this year
on the envelopes that is new, one that allows for your designated gifts to the Capital Campaign. The goal is to help facili-
tate the support that has been pledged to the campaign, however, this is not to leave behind the support to regular giving
to the mission of Joy! Lutheran Church. Yes, much has been presented, discussed, prayed for, worked on, and will be
voted on about the Capital Campaign. With all of that work however, the support of the church should still be our main
focus. The stewardship and faithful response of blessings given to us from God are still at the core of who we are at Joy!
and I would like to encourage everyone to pray about the continued support that is needed. As we move through the be-
ginning of 2011, we ask for your support as the Stewardship team works with Pastor Scott to build a foundation of con-
tinued generosity and response to God’s gifts to us.

As always, please let us know how we’re doing, ask questions, and above all, know that prayer for the success of our
mission is the foundation that our future is built upon. Pastor Scott has asked us to be, “All In!” I’'m with him, and pray-
ing that we are all with him together!

Peace be upon us all!
Don Swanson

Joy! Lutheran Church - Financial Results - November 2010

November 2010 YTD November 2010
Actual Budget Actual Budget Last Year

What God has provided:
Total General Offering 40,982 48,000 196,483 205,090 206,937
Capital Campaign Offering 52,672 - 53,317 - -
Investment/Other Revenues 5,205 3.092 30,818 20,956 34,619

Total Income 98,859 51,092 280,618 226,046 241,556
How we used it to minister:
Staffing Expense 24,553 28,158 129,096 142,323 127,953
Benevolence sent 4,098 5,008 25,989 21,553 22,194
Worship/Education/Other 2,982 4,735 20,975 26,754 27,010
Facilites/Mortgage/Camp. 18.078 7,465 72,173 38.052 63,669

Total Expenses 49,711 45,366 248,234 228,682 240,826

Net Change in Reserves 49,148 5,726 32,385 (2,636) 730

Offerings for November fell $7,000 short of budget but was compensated by a $7,000 reduction in spending. Expenses fiscal Y TD
are $13,435 less than budget. Utilities are $1,400 over budget while Salaries, Administrative, Discipleship and Worship are below
budget. Capital campaign expenses of $3,880.45 YTD include local expenses paid. Capital campaign consultant fees paid to date are
$28,042.95. So That Lives Are Changed offerings have been received for a total of $53,317.00. As of 12/31/10, this totals over
$100,000.00. God is good!

Our cash balance at 11/30/10 was $26,608.78. Again, over $21,000 is due to the General Fund from the Building Fund for offsets
and expenses of fiscal years ending 2008 & 2009. Joy! members continue to give to ministries such as PADS, Library, Quilt, Jail,
and Bike, supporting those groups. Offerings for winter camps and Bible study devotions show our community is Changing Lives!
The Church Council and the Capital Campaign, Stewardship and Finance Committees encourage all to be All In and support our cap-
ital campaign. Pledge cards for 2011 regular giving will be inserted in the 2010 Contribution Statements. We encourage you to return
those cards for your regular offering giving. Thank you!

ALL IN So That Lives Are Changed!
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PADS (Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter)

As the push broom* silently removed several inches of last night’s newly-fallen, fluffy snow from our driveway, I pon-
dered those who are being blessed by the P.A.D.S. ministry. What brought them to this place? Does his job pay too little
to afford a place to stay? Did she lose her job during this economic downturn? Is he out of work—and health coverage—
so his mental illness goes untreated? Did she flee an abusive home? Are they burdened by chemical dependency? And
then there is the heartbreak of watching the innocent children who line up for a hot evening meal.
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We do know this: the numbers of guests has increased markedly from last year!
Dec. 13-14: 81 guests including 12 children
Dec. 20-21: 52 guests including 12 children
Dec. 27-28: 68 guests including 10 children
Jan. 3-4: 71 guests including 15 children

The words of Isaiah 6:8 (NIV) ring in my ears: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, t._
‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’”

The Joy! community has opened its heart in service and ol
.| donations. A huge thank you to all who participated in Students decorate cookies!
December:

You prayed for this ministry and its guests
: Godfellows small group donated, cooked and served supper
=% 9 AtF and Crossroad students donated food, decorated cookies and packed lunches

e N — Cub Scouts (Laura Shamberg’s troop) made beds
Sy ¥ =

Godfellows clean-up after cooking. Volunteers handed out toiletries and clothing

You donated food for breakfast and cooked it, too
During dinner the Joy!ful Noise choir sang its Christmas cantata and some carols to entertain the guests

Do you hear Jesus’ words of gratitude: “And the King shall answer and say unto them, ‘Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”” (Matthew 25:40 KJV)

*Yes, [ have a snowblower, but using a shovel or broom gives me quiet time to reflect. Please reflect with me on the
following:

The Grayslake P.A.D.S. (Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter) at Shepherd of the Lakes will be open through the end
of April. You still have time to help:

1 Organize a group of family and friends to cook & serve a
meal

9 Pick up a list of needed donations at the kiosk by the Info
Center

9 Pray ceaselessly for this ministry

Joy!fully serving the Lord,
Jean Hackbert

Joyful Noise choir sigs the cantata during dinner!

FEBRUARY IS: MONTH OF UNDIES

boxers, briefs, panties--toddlers through XXXL
undershirts--toddlers through XXXL
long underwear--toddlers through XXXL

Look for a collection box in the lobby each Sunday in February
Contacts: Angie List Sheets (847 548 5918) Jean Hackbert (847 548 4261)




