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Dare to Be Faithful

Joy! Council

Practice relational evangelism
right where you’re planted.
We will encourage everyone to
build relationships and have
conversations with those on the
margin of faith and learn to share
our experience of God with them.

Welcome To Wrapped In

Vision Objectives

Help all attenders and members
move into authentic community.
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Joy sees the newcomer. We
welcome them warmly and we
even change what we say and
how we say it to make people feel
welcome. Now we are going to
build upon this strength so people
are not only seen but readily
received into this community.

Intentional Inclusivity
Make space for the unseen and
undervalued.
We will be vigilant in learning to
welcome and value the people
who are marginalized (e.g. 25-30,
single parents, and differently
abled).

Top Row, L to R: Steve Wilt, Tina Coleman, Mike Hitchingham, Chuck McCumber
Bottom Row, L to R: Holly Rossmann, Linda Poe, Neal Johnson
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Joy! Staff

Mission
Reach our neighbors with Christ’s
love so all lives are changed.

Top Row, L to R: Mark Borgetti, Sue Gearica, Laura Kline, Cheryl O’Neill
Row 2, L to R: Jenelle Ancona, Jori Maguire, Colin Cranmer, Jen Marvin
Row 3, L to R: Dave Pilkington, Kevin Belles, Kelly O’Neill, Mary Jo Thorson
Bottom Row, L to R: Ellie Jensen, Kelsey Stackhouse
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Accept each person as they
are



Encourage each person to
grow in Christ



Build a loving community
through intentional
relationships



Reveal God through innovation
and risk-taking



Empower each person to put
their faith in action



Aspire to include Children &
Youth in all aspects of church
life

Mission and Values

Values
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Lead Pastor
mark.borgetti@joylutheran.org

Dear Joy!
This past January I went for my annual checkup. I’ve
been going to see Dr. Fitzgerald for perhaps 15
years. But this year the checkup was different. He
looked at my blood pressure, my weight, and other
vitals and said, “Whatever you’re doing, keep doing
it. You’re in good health.” Now just to be clear, in all
the years I’ve been going to see Dr. Fitzgerald (or
any other doctor), NEVER has a doctor said, “Keep
doing what you’re doing—you’re in good health!”
NEVER! Doctors recognize when someone is sick
AND when someone is healthy. How? They look at
the vitals, run tests, and analyze the results. And
then the diagnosis; healthy or unhealthy.

15
People who are being
mentored/apprenticed by
another leader

20
Average number of attendees for the
monthly leadership gatherings

Checking the vitals applies when diagnosing the
health of the church.
Now it's your turn to be the physician. As you read
Joy’s Annual Report, pay attention to the vitals we
present. Everything from worship attendance to
financial giving statistics. I believe you’ll arrive at the
same diagnosis I did, a healthy church with a heart
that beats for God!
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Leadership

Joy! Staff and leaders that attended
the Global Leadership Summit
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21
Staff and Council members that give
their time, efforts, and prayers to lift
up the Lord through Joy!

950+
Years of experience, “wisdom” and love
in spreading the Good News of Jesus
by our Staff and Council!!

2
Council Members that will be stepping
down after three years—thank you to
Neal Johnson and Chuck McCumber
for your faithful service

4
Number of Birthdays that Pastor Mark
has celebrated since coming to Joy!

Number of times that Pastor Mark has
said “I want to set you up for success”

Staff and
Council

Mark Borgetti

www.joylutheran.org
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5
Medical plans offered
to qualified employees

6
People hired into Joy! using our ‘position
creation to on-boarding process’

Human
and
Staff
Resources
Council
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20

360 Degree Surveys
completed over the last year

2
Policies developed and approved

230
People who attended the
1st Annual Youth Silent
Auction Dinner

$7642
Raised at the Silent Auction—
an increase of almost $2k
from the most successful rummage sale

800
Pizzas made and sold
over three weekends

39
Students and leaders traveling to
Greeley, CO in 2018
2017: 36 students & leaders went to Savannah, GA
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Colin Cranmer
Director of
Youth Ministry
colin.cranmer@joylutheran.org

I’d like to highlight the growth of our youth band.
They performed at the Silent Auction and killed it.
Past that, the members have really been growing in
leadership and skills through this year, able to direct
a worship set and lead their peers on their own,
including recruiting new members and helping them
as well. Two of our young men, Ty Sato and Josh
Bianchi are being mentored into worship leadership
for VBS and prepping their 14 person band for the
incoming 100+ kids that will be excited to learn
about Jesus.
We also tried a new form of teaching this year.
What started as an experiment in middle school
soon blossomed. Instead of talking “at” them via a
presentation, I started preparing my lessons to ask
a lot of questions and allow them to really process
with me as we looked at a piece of scripture. Some
of the wisdom and intelligence that came out of your
kids was incredible! They worked in groups to come
up with their answers and we moved from having
topics kind of shoot across their nose to being really
absorbed and batted around by them. It worked so
well that we tried it in high school, where we had
deep discussions on the issues of the day and what
they were really facing in school.

Youth
Ministry

The Human Resources Team consists
of Jim Kerwin (co-lead), Judy
Kotsiopoulos (co-lead), Kathy Bianchi,
and Steve Wilt (council representative).
Our purpose is to “enable change by
working with church leaders, staff, and
key volunteers to improve the
capabilities of Joy!’s mission and
ministries”. If you are interested in
learning more or volunteering for this
team – contact Jim Kerwin.

www.joylutheran.org
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Jenelle Ancona
Relational Ministries
Coordinator
jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org
I have the honor of overseeing some of our
authentic community building ministries- Small
Groups; 1st Impressions; Connections Ministry;
Special Events; Women's/Men’s Ministry & Care
Ministry! Here’s a glimpse of what I get the joy of
hearing in this role in just ONE of the areas: Small
Group Ministry.
“I see Jesus in these ladies every time we gather!”
“My group keeps me connected to the bible and
encourages me to apply it to my daily life”
“My small group is real and purposeful and together we
push the boundaries of comfort”

www.joylutheran.org

245
Chairs set up EACH week…
that’s over 12,000 a year !

“My small group is where I find people with same values
that keep me accountable”

Hours of service provided to the Northern IL
Food Bank by our Crossroads youth group

38

16

First Impressions Volunteers
that serve each week

Bunkbeds made and delivered by
Building Beds Building Hope
as part of Men In Motion

“I trust these guys!”
“My small group is the one place I can be vulnerable.”

300

10
Shoeboxes packed for Operation
Christmas Child to share the Good
News with children around the world

38
Families were led by Joy! 4th and
5th graders in packing shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child

“In our small group we love Jesus and are doing our best
to figure it all out & live it out”
“It takes a “village” to survive these days and my small
group is my village”
“Together we pray for real things and I’ve built my
confidence around prayer in my group”
“I love Jesus more since being in a small group”
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New Members at Joy!

32
Children in our community
that have a bed to sleep in
thanks to Building Beds Building Hope

176
Gifts donated through Zacharias Center
by Joy! through the efforts of the
Amazing Grace small group

20 adults in 2017 & 11 in the first half of 2018

Ministry

Relational

You see this ministry is filled with real life
experiences about people growing together +
knowing God = transformed lives !
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900
Approximate number of prayer requests
sent out to our prayer team

15
Teams that have traveled to El Salvador to
build 20 homes with Habitat for Humanity

23
Neighborhood gatherings held by the
Joy! community through Eat Together
to become acquainted with our neighbors
Annual Report 2017-2018
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576

Years of service that Cathy Kramer
devoted to the PADS ministry, four of
them as Volunteer coordinator

Meals served to our neighbors
From PADS during the 17-18 season

1000+

63

185
People at Joy! that are in one
or more of the 19 small groups

She’s Worth More Than A Penny

Expressions of Faith and Prayer


Bikes donated to our neighbors in the
history of the Bike Ministry

2
People who were chronically homeless
that have been housed through recurring
donations to TentoEnd.com.

167
Thanksgiving dinners provided by Joy!
to our neighbors for 2017
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74 quilts in 2017 and January-June 2018
56 special quilts for PADS and El Salvador
500 prayer squares for the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation

$6400
Donations made by the Joy!
Community to TenToEnd.com,
including $3500 from our Easter

245
People that participated in one
of 13 Joy!Serve Projects in 2017

On a partly cloudy spring day at Something’s
Brewing, I had the privilege of hanging with Joy!
Member, Penny Stueber, where we took time
“brewing” loads of laughter amidst many stories.
Penny came to Joy! 10 years ago with her
husband, Rich, because their children were
worshipping here. Once the kids moved away,
Penny & Rich continued to worship at Joy!
because they felt it was “home” and they felt
“comfortable” at Joy! but it wasn’t until the passing
of Rich that Penny began to really crave Christian
friendships to fill her time. Penny is a people
person--if you’ve had any interactions with her at
all you know this to be true! Her warmth and
humor pour out of her when she’s around others.
After losing her husband, she experienced a real
sense of loneliness, especially in the evenings.
Penny remained faithful in worship on Sunday
mornings but also knew she needed more. She
joined the Prayer Quilt Ministry and a small group.
She loved them! Penny then joined two more
small groups; each with a different focus and
make up of people. Penny began to embrace that
the Joy! community was, in her words, her “life
line.” She couldn’t wait to go to church on
Sundays to get her fill of hugs and she loved the
“challenge” of engaging with someone new and
bringing a listening ear to others within the Joy!
community.

Penny is currently a part of four small groups and
has continued on the prayer quilt team. She also
serves in First Impressions bringing her famous
red “Penny Platter” treats each Sunday. Penny
enjoys helping at PADS and with our College
Cares Ministry. Penny believes everyone needs to
“find your niche and just go for it!” And this attitude
has allowed Penny to be a part of so many
different aspects of the community and grow her
love of God and the people God has called to Joy!
Often, we don’t take time to stop and think about
each others stories at Joy! or why people have
chosen to be a part of our community of faith.
When we invest the time to know those around us
we find Joy! is like a beautiful quilt. Its a
community that is complex and filled with “colorful”
differences that then become sewn together to
create this amazing masterpiece in God’s
community called Joy! Lutheran Church! We are a
special church called by God for a special
purpose. So if you are sitting on the sidelines I
encourage you to “just go for it” as Penny says
and find your niche. Be a part of the small or big
things at Joy! that God is calling you to and trust
He will be there every brave step you take along
the way!

Story by Jenelle Ancona
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Cheryl O’Neill
Children & Family
Ministry Director
cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org

65
Registered students in

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and the son, and of the Holy Spirit.
In 2013, out of the Children, Youth and Family
Ministry goal team, the vision that families are
the faith center of their home, and we at Joy are
here to support families. This vision has been
embraced and is catching on! In our baptism
class we talk about what it means to be the faith
center of your home. Out of the 17 baptisms at
Joy!, 8 were children of grandparents from this
community, and 3 were from the community
looking for a place to have their child baptized.
We know from past experience that when we
open up our church to having a child baptized, it
begins a relationship with the parents. This
spring, a child that was baptized 4 years ago,
came to Kids’ Adventure Klub for the first time
and loved her experience and has been back on
a regular basis!!!

Kids Adventure Klub (KAK)

CURRENT
2017-2018
00-6110 Office Supplies
00-6115 Human Resources
00-6120 Postage
00-6130 Office Equipment/Maintenance
00-6140 Computers, Software, & Support
00-6160 Payroll Processing

00-6185 Simply Giving Admin Fees
00-6190 Misc. Expense

Baptisms in 2017 and January-May 2018

Total 00-6100 Administrative

00-6205 Salary
00-6210 Payroll Taxes
00-6220 Medical Expense
00-6230 Simple IRA & Pension
00-6240 Disability
00-6245 Admin & Support

00-6250 Housing
00-6260 Auto
00-6270 Worker's Comp Insurance
00-6280 Prof Educ, Seminars & Meetings
00-6285 Prof Educ/Resources-Lead Pastor
00-6286 Leadership Training
00-6290 Gifts & Appreciation
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Total Expenses

Net Operating Income
RESERVE FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

50+

3,500
430
850
7,100
6,000
3,400
9,000
1,020
2,500
33,800

5,500
930
600
7,500
6,500
3,400
7,337
1,137
2,500
35,404

3,800
625
600
6,500
6,000
3,500
8,071
1,800
2,000
32,896

(1,700)
(305)
(1,000)
(500)
100
734
663
(500)
(2,508)

278,207
17,222
57,554
10,500
2,640
565
300
35,000
3,600
3,400
900
1,300
1,000
500
412,688

289,207
17,918
67,554
10,638
2,625
565
300
35,000
3,600
2,518
1,200
1,300
1,000
500
433,718

288,803
17,906
72,000
10,700
2,640
565
300
35,000
3,600
2,550
1,000
1,300
1,000
500
437,864

10,596
657
4,446
62
15
32
(200)
15,608

760,172

795,972

811,414

26,904

10,000

10,000

760,172

784,510

821,414

36,904

-

35,805

12,190

(77)

12,190

12,190

OPERATING EXPENSE CONTINGENCY
TOTAL EXPENSES

Ministry

Children
and Family

Total 00-6200 Staff

Young people who took
part in First Communion in 2018

VARIANCE
NEW> FORECAST

00-6200 Staff

00-6246 Group Life

7

NEW
2018-2019

00-6100 Administrative

00-6170 Property & Liability Insurance

17

FORECAST
2017-2018

Will try to work towards goals of increasing giving outside our walls (5% by June
2020 and 10% by June 2025). Currently giving about 3.7%, though there was
discussion about what to include there (e.g. do we include gifts to
seminarians?). We may be higher. Goal for this year will be to get to 4%, then to
4.5% in the 2018/2019 budget and 5% in the 2019/2020 budget.

Adventures with
Flat Jesus last summer
Annual Report 2017-2018
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CURRENT
2017-2018

FORECAST
2017-2018

NEW
2018-2019

VARIANCE
NEW> FORECAST

3,500
3,000
10,500
17,000

3,500
3,000
11,000
17,500

500
500

00-5101 Children and Family Ministry
00-5140 Program Resources-Children’s KAK
00-5142 Program Resources-Family Ministry
00-5145 Program Resources-VBS
Total 00-5101 Children and Family Ministry

3,500
3,500
10,500
17,500

00-5150 Program Resources-Youth Ministry

3,000
2,500
500
5,500
2,400
13,900

3,000
1,800
500
5,500
3,000
13,800

3,000
2,000
1,200
4,500
2,500
13,200

200
700
(1,000)
(500)
(600)

43,950

46,676

45,820

(856)

00-5165 Program Res-Adult Ministries

2,160

2,160

2,160

-

00-5520 Info Center/1st Impressions

2,500

2,800

2,500

(300)

00-5530 Gathering Events

2,500

1,500

2,000

500

00-XXXX Care

-

-

500

500

00-XXXX RightNow Media

-

-

2,000

2,000

00-5120 Youth Camp Expense
00-5151 Youth Ministry-Meals
00-5152 Youth Ministry-Resources/Counseling
00-5153 Youth Ministry-Activity Supplies
00-5154 Youth Ministry-Miscellaneous
Total 00-5150 Program Resources-Youth Ministry

Total 00-5000 UP Ministry
00-5500 IN Ministry

00-5540 Connections

1,100

800

1,500

700

00-5555 Program Resources-Small Group

1,300

1,500

1,000

(500)

Total 00-5500 IN Ministry

9,560

8,760

11,660

2,900

00-6030 Mortgage Principal Payments

72,334

72,334

72,334

-

00-6035 Mortgage Interest Expense

75,050

75,050

75,050

-

9,000

7,500

9,000

1,500

00-6050 Lawn/Grounds Maintenance

14,000

18,000

17,500

(500)

00-6060 Custodial Services

18,200

16,000

20,000

4,000

00-6070 Kit., Bldg. & Cleaning Supplies

1,000

1,500

2,000

500

00-6080 Fire Alarm

3,200

3,200

3,200

-

-

-

2,700

2,700

5,000

9,000

5,000

(4,000)

13,000

14,000

14,000

-

00-6092 Garbage

1,000

1,200

1,200

-

00-6094 Gas

7,200

7,500

7,500

-

00-6096 Telephone / Internet

6,000

6,000

6,200

200

00-6098 Water

1,500

2,500

2,400

(100)

28,700

31,200

31,300

100

226,484

233,784

238,084

4,300

00-6000 Building Operations

00-6040 Building Maintenance

00-XXXX Security System
00-6085 Capital Improvements

11
New families to participate
in KAK this year

108
Swimmers at the Joy Pool Party!

140
Cans collected at the Soup &
Chili Challenge for the
COOL Food Pantry

820
Volunteer hours needed to make KAK
happen for one program year

8
Families that don’t attend Joy who
came to our Pool Party

312
Ballots cast for the
Soup & Chili Challenge

00-6090 Utilities
00-6091 Electric

Total 00-6090 Utilities
Total 00-6000 Building Operations
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200
Pieces of fried chicken eaten, along with
sides and desserts, at the potluck supper
before Ash Wednesday services

92
People that gathered for an
Ash Wednesday potluck
supper and service
Annual Report 2017-2018
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144

CURRENT
2017-2018

FORECAST
2017-2018

NEW
2018-2019

VARIANCE
NEW> FORECAST

Income
742,322

794,217

816,554

57,337

00-3010 Special Joy! Offerings

12,000

30,000

12,000

(18,000)

00-3015 Special Offering Close Out

(9,000)

(5,000)

(9,000)

(4,000)

1,000

3,370

1,000

(2,370)

(1,000)

(3,370)

(1,000)

2,370

00-3000 General Fund Offerings

Participants of VBS 2019
(86 who were not affiliated with Joy)

00-3020 Offering for Outside our Walls
00-3025 Gifts Sent Outside our Walls
00-3030 Program Income
00-3040 Program Fees Collected

12,000

10,000

11,500

1,500

Total 00-3030 Program Income

12,000

10,000

11,500

1,500

00-3100 Facility Usage Income

2,800

2,500

2,500

-

50

60

50

(10)

760,172

831,777

833,604

36,827

15,000

15,000

21,500

6,500

840

840

840

-

00-4015 Missionary Support

5,000

8,640

8,000

(640)

00-4020 Benevolence - Mission Trips (El

2,000

2,000

3,000

1,000

Without a Grudging Heart—VBS Giving

00-4030 Benevolence - Others

2,500

2,500

2,500

-

00-4032 COOL Food Pantry

2,950

2,950

3,000

50

Story by Cheryl O’Neill

00-5170 Stewardship

1,200

500

750

250

00-5185 PADS Ministry

4,200

5,200

5,500

300

33,690

37,630

45,090

7,460

600

1,400

600

(800)

1,000

1,000

1,000

-

00-5020 Contemporary Music Teams

600

600

600

-

00-5030 Drama Teams

100

100

100

-

00-5040 Media / Video Team

1,500

3,000

3,000

-

00-5075 Contemporary-Worship Resources

8,000

9,000

9,040

40

750

776

780

4

12,550

15,876

15,120

(756)

115 $5000+
Volunteers for VBS
(52 of which are youth under 18)

Dollars in cash and merchandise that
was donated to WSRA through
the efforts of VBS 2018

00-3150 Interest Income

Total Income
Gross Profit
Expenses
00-4000 OUT Ministry
00-4010 Churchwide Support
00-4012 ELCA Disaster Response/Ministry

Deuteronomy 15:10 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because
of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.
I love the spirit of Vacation Bible School! I love that our faith family gets so excited for VBS and
are all in! Whether it is donating food, supplies, money for scholarships, praying for 30 days to
lift up our students and volunteer team or helping to make and transform this church into a fun
place for children to learn about Jesus. I love our hands on mission project each year. Children
bring in their change each day and pool their money to purchase things from our store to share
with those in need. This year our mission will help (WSRA) Warren Township Special Recreation
Association, a local organization inspiring people with disabilities through meaningful recreation
with much needed equipment.
Two of my favorite stories from this year were a 4 year old little girl brought her piggy bank to her
mom after attending VBS on Monday, and told her that she wanted to take ALL her money to
church to give it to all the kids that need it!! Another participant, a young boy, who is 10 years
old, had a lemonade stand with a sign that said “all money received would be donated to WSRA,
a local mission project” at Vacation Bible School. Nothing melts my heart more than children
giving from their heart!
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Total 00-4000 OUT Ministry
00-5000 UP Ministry
00-5001 Worship Arts
00-5010 Choir/Asst Worship Arts
00-5015 Awe and Wonder Team

00-5090 Licensing Fees
Total 00-5001 Worship Arts

Annual Report 2017-2018
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Financial Manager
sue.gearica@joylutheran.org

BUDGET AND FINANCE HIGHLIGHTS
For this fiscal year and beyond
Joy!’s Prepared
 $288,595 cash balance in various bank
accounts
 Building security system installed
Joy!’s In Good Financial Shape
 Protective Insurance premiums less than
budget
 $94,000 available for Mortgage principal pay
down
 Steady increase of average weekly offerings
 Approximately 250 Giving Units

And Joy has
 Current mortgage balance of
$1,934,554 (Interest rate of
3.875%)
 Electric and water bills greater
than budget
 Medical Insurance premiums
greater than expected
 Expenses of $784,510, 3% over
budget

14
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Finances

Joy!’s Expanding
 New budget lines and increases to existing
budgets

Staff received a special bonus this year

Donated 10% of Easter Offering
to TenToEnd.com to end chronic
homelessness
 “Text to Give” coming Fall 2018

5
5-Year budget created that
includes staff raises and plans of
becoming a tithing church

3
Paid Staff Members that
work in the nursery on
Sunday mornings

Kelly O’Neill
Nursery Coordinator

Ellie Jensen
Nursery Staff

$831,77
2017-2018 income forecasted to be
$831,777, 9% over budget

5%
Current tithing outside Joy!

$75,000
Dollars in Emergency
and Capital
Improvement Reserves

14
Children (on average) in the nursery
on Sunday mornings
Easter Sunday there were 24 children
in the nursery—17 of them at 9:00am!

25+

Kelsey Stackhouse
Nursery Staff

In the spring of 2017, Cheryl O’Neill, Children and
Family Ministry Director, prayed a very specific
prayer. “Lord, bring children to our church at 9am
on Sunday mornings.” And bring them He did! The
9 am service at Joy! on Sunday mornings went from
no children to upwards of a dozen at a time (seen in
the picture at the lower left). We are so blessed with
all of these little ones who fill the nursery with
laughter on Sunday mornings.

Special Events that the nursery staff
works at in addition to Sunday worship

Nursery

Sue Gearica

Annual Report 2017-2018
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Laura Kline
Director of
Worship Arts
laura.kline@joylutheran.org

We love how our Worship Arts Team is multigenerational and represents youth beginning at
age 14 through empty nesters and
grandparents, yet all work together, learn from
one another, pray together, and have a
genuine love for one another through their
passion for worship and serving God.
We are especially proud of the way we
incorporate mentor relationships and
“shadowing” so we can help develop skills and
engage more people in our ministry, including
youth.
There are a lot of components and
communication that go into creating worship on
a weekly basis and Sundays come with
amazing regularity. For the 2017-18 program
year we will create a total of 56 worship
services!! We pray these services inspire, instill
hope, and glorify God.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before
him with joyful songs. Psalm 100:2

www.joylutheran.org

4
Paid Staff that work together to create
the services you experience at Joy:
Laura Kline, Jen Marvin,
Dave Pilkington, & Kevin Belles

290
Average worship attendance
since January 2018

1200+

Worship
Arts

People who attended one or more Joy!
Services during Holy Week 2018
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730
People who attended one of Joy’s
three Christmas Eve Services in 2017

23
People on the Music Team

12
Media Team Members that take
care of lights, sound, video,
and slides for worship!

6
People who deliver the Children’s
Message on Sunday mornings

18
Stage design changes planned and
executed by the ten members
of the Awe & Wonder Team

15
Sermon series during
the last program year

17
Singers in the Joy!ful Noise Choir

15
Members of the Drama Team

20
New songs in worship during
the last program year
Annual Report 2017-2018
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