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On February 14th, our faith family came together 
for dinner, fellowship and a family project to do 
during the Lenten season.  This activity was to 
make Kindness Rocks that were meant to share 
with people during the 40 days of Lent.  Thank you 
to the Children’s Ministry Team, Maggie & Kelly 

O’Neill, Katie Fuko, Ellie 
Jensen, Ann Bowman & 
Lisa Pilkington.  We 
couldn’t have had this 
event if it weren’t for our 
kitchen help, Michelle 
Hood, Jori Maguire & 
Cynthia Geissberger.  I 
am so blessed to serve 
and partner with each 
of you!! 

As I was preparing for this event, I decided to order 
chicken from Walmart.  I ended up having a 
conversation with the woman that took my order 
over the phone.  She shared that she was having a 
difficult time in life, but every day she thanked God 
for her job and giving her another day!  I do believe 
that God 
puts 
people in 
our paths 
so that we 
can share 
our faith 
with each 
other and 
dare to be 
faithful 
where God 
has 
planted us!  

God, help me to be faithful where I was planted.  
So, I went outside my box and painted one of the 
Kindness Rocks that we were going to do that 
evening.  On my way to pay for the chicken, I 
prayed about the beautiful Walmart employee, what 
a delight she was on the phone AND the impact 
that she made on me.  I put the Kindness Rock in 
one of the gift bags along with a note to accompany 
the rock, thanking 
her for being a 
blessing.   

Now I don’t know if 
that made an impact 
on her life, but it sure 
did in mine!!  So all 
lives are changed!! 



  

 

Her name was Beverly. She and I went to school 
together 1

st
 through 8

th
 grade. My classmates 

bullied, picked on, and teased her. I stood by and 
watched. I did nothing. I don’t know why she was 
the target of such ridicule. Looking back, she 
may have been categorized as “special needs” 
or just been an introvert, quiet and shy. I reached 
out to a classmate to see if they know what 
happened to her. Turns out she left the area 
years ago and has not contacted her family 
since. I hate to think somehow the ridicule she 
endured played a role in her disappearance. I am 
positive Beverly spent many lunch hours and 
recesses alone on the playground. She sat 
alone. And I did nothing. Now I sit alone in 
Panera fighting back tears. 

It breaks my heart to see someone sitting alone. 
People “sit alone” in their neighborhoods, at 
work, and even at Joy! I see people sitting alone 
on Sunday mornings, I rush over and say hello, 
but it’s not the same as when a member or 
attender notices. Nobody sits alone.  

I can't stop thinking about those three words.  
And I think I understand why. Let me explain. I 
was doing research for my newsletter article to 
give you an update on Vision 2020. I came 
across an article titled, “The 4 C’s of Effective 
Vision Casting–Make It Clear, Concrete, 

Concise, and Compelling.”  

I believe Vision 2020's objectives are compelling, 
BUT, even I would have to admit that our vision 
is not concrete, clear, nor concise. I could always 
picture Joy's future, but struggled for the words to 
describe it. Now I can and here they are! 

#NobodySitsAlone 

When our attenders and members move from 
welcomed to wrapped in, they keep coming to 
church because they will be accepted as they are 
even when social media perfect lives are not that 
perfect. Because #NobodySitsAlone. 

When we dare to be faithful right where Joy 
members will invite the widow down the street to 
dinner. Because #NobodySitsAlone. 

When we practice intentional inclusivity, we 
will have space for those with special needs and 
special circumstances. The musically gifted 
person who used to sit alone in a wheel chair 
watching people sing now sits on stage singing in 
the choir.  Because #NobodySitsAlone. 

I promise the next three years will excite, 
challenge, and transform Joy and the people 
God will send to us. I ask that you prayerfully 
consider your role in this initiative. With God’s 
help, may we look back on this chapter what God 
helped to create; the church where nobody sits 
alone.   
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A Vision Update        by Mark Borgetti, Lead Pastor 

Flat Jesus is back by overwhelming demand!!! 

Last summer, Flat Jesus made an appearance all over Joy!, Lake County, United 
States, and even in Europe! He was in parks, at many dinners, ministry events, 
planes, trains, boats, automobiles, beaches, and woods. Please take Flat Jesus 
with you to various outings again this summer. Snap a pic and post on the Joy 
Facebook page or send an email with the picture attached to: Cheryl O’Neill at 
cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org!  

Flat Jesus will be available beginning May 20th at the children’s check in desk! 
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We’ve decided being a welcoming church is not enough. No kidding. We are capable of more. 

Like so many congregations, we’ve sunk an amazing amount of time and energy into becoming a 
welcoming church. We have relatable worship and an open communion table, trained greeters and 
ushers, a manned information center at the main entrance, name tags, freshly grounded coffee and 
homemade treats, Connection Cards and we’ve spent years on goals focused around hospitality. 

According to our most recent survey and continued stream of new/newer people we are doing wel-
coming well. When someone provides us with their information a follow up email is sent with a 5 
question survey about people's experience here. When asked “What did you first notice?”      
Here are some of the replies: 

“Joy is a very welcoming congregation. I think at least 8 people looked me straight in the eye and 
said hello or welcome and a couple more asked more than that.”  

“The warm friendly greeting “ 

“First thing I noticed was those who welcomed me at the door & how friendly &  happy they were”  

“How welcoming it is and the kid friendly activities” 

“The Laughter”  

“Nice building and grounds, warm welcome at the door”  

“Were greeted and felt welcomed” 

“Rainy day so main door was opened for me” 

“the warmth of the greeters” 

Thank you Joy! for welcoming people so well!  

With our new vision we are being asked to stretch our efforts to do more- to wrap people in- and we 
are capable of this! Wrapping in is different. Wrapping in is active. Being a church that moves people 
from welcome to wrapped in means leaving our comforts aside on a Sunday morning and getting to 
know someone new/newer and invite them. Invite them into your small group. Ask them to come 
serve at PADS with you. Invite them to sit with you each week during worship. Ask them to join choir 
with you. Invite them on the mission trip you were planning to attend. Ask them to serve communion 
with you. Wrapping in is intentional and it is effort but its who God has called us to be as church. 
Each congregation has a purpose within God’s mission. Each has particular gifts. No congregation is 
everything to everyone. But every congregation is something to someone!! I’m so looking forward to 
seeing what our church looks like when we embrace wrapping in the way we have welcoming all. 

Thankful for New Members! On April 8th, we celebrate the addition of our newest members who 
have committed to helping us live out our mission of "Reaching our neighbors with Christ's love 
so all lives are changed!" with a welcome reception to give people an opportunity to meet the new 
members, and, of course, to enjoy a piece of cake. Please take time to introduce yourself to our 
following new friends....Tami Bradford, Chris, Kisselyn & Grace Heasty, John & Wendi Kelly, 
Michael, Deborah, Alexander & Spencer Kennamann, David, Jena, Coleman & Briana Pagac, 
Casandra Slavik (Katie, Logan & Grace), and Lori Terra! 

Let’s Wrap  by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministries Coordinator 
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Baptism Class 

Sunday, April 29th from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm 

Join us for a conversation about the sacrament of Baptism.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Cheryl O’Neill, Director of Children and Family Ministry, at cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org. 
Sign up at the Info Center or at joylutheran/org/sign-ups 

The following are the three primary vision objectives that vision goal teams will work towards 
accomplishing. Each goal team will have a workbook guiding them through the process that will 
result in potential new ministries, modifications to existing ministries, sermon series, and even 
congregational learning opportunities. There will be specific phases and deliverables along the way 
to ensure that teams stay on track.  We believe with God’s help, this process will help make the 
vision a reality. Here are the objectives.      

#1 Welcomed to Wrapped In 
Help all attenders and members move into authentic community. 
Overview: Joy sees the newcomer. We welcome them warmly and we even change what we say 
and how we say it to make people feel welcome. Now we are going to build upon this strength so 
people are not only seen but readily received into this community. 

#2 Intentional Inclusivity 
Make space for the unseen and undervalued 
Overview: We will be vigilant in learning to welcome and value the people who are marginalized. 
(i.e. 25-30, single parents, and differently abled) 

#3 Dare To Be Faithful 
Practice relational evangelism right where you’re planted  
Overview: We will encourage everyone to build relationships and have conversations with those on 
the margin of faith and learn to share our experience of God with them. 

Recap of ATF 
Fundraiser  
by Colin Cranmer, Youth Director 
 

240 tickets sold + 
41 baskets made + 
32 students involved = 

$7642.00 for the mission trip 

Vision 2020-A Refresher    



  

 

Annual Soup and Chili Challenge 
to support COOL Food Pantry 
Cheryl O’Neill, Director of Children and Family Ministry 

 On Sunday, February 11th, our church came 
together at one amazing service to hear about 
our Vision 2020 with approximately 300 people in  
attendance and a fellowship event to make a   
difference in the lives of our community.  I am  
beyond blessed to partner with amazing leaders 
on this special events team,  Katie Fuko, Kristi 
James, Megan Loiacano, Sheri Sato, Glenda 
Sundberg, Becky Valenta, Ellie Jensen, our  
kitchen servers Michelle Hood and Kelsey & Paul 
Culbertson, photographer Dave Bowman and the 
heart and hands of all our soup and chili chefs… 
a great time was had by all!!   

 I so love that we are a community that lives 
out our core value to build intentional relation-
ships, we had 28 entries this year, 14 soup and 
14 chili samples to try.  It was a very, very close 
friendly competition.  

 The winner of our soup was Cindy Johnson 
making the amazing Mexican Corn Chowder 
(runner up—Colin Cranmer making a delicious 
French Onion) and Chili winner, Linda Poe with 

her famous Bear Down Chili—it’s been a long 
time since my Chicago Bears team won anything! 
(runner up—Rich  Bothmann making his famous 
Dennis’s White Chicken Chili).   

 One of my favorite observations of this event 
was having several families come together to 
cook at home and serve their samples together 
as a family.  There was games for families in the 
Worship center, minute to win it games in the 
youth, and door prizes!  This year we enhanced 
our photo booth that many families shared on    
Facebook.  

 I love that we are a faith family that can come 
together for a purpose… this event supported 
COOL Food Pantry and donated over 140 cans 
of soup and chili.  A huge shout out to Thrivent 
for partnering with us with a Thrivent Action 
Team! Be on the lookout for a recipe book (for a 
small fee to help cover the costs of printing) with 
all the  recipes from this year and a few from last 
year! 

WINNERS: 
Soup—1st Place Cindy Johnson  2nd Place Colin Cranmer 

Chili—1st Place Linda Poe   2nd Place Rich Bothmann 
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VBS Changes Lives for  
More Than Kids by Kristi James 

How many of you know that the Jamesgang is 
fairly “new” to Joy? (I know some mouths just 
dropped on that one) But truly we are! And the 
reason we are here is because of VBS! 
We moved to Illinois from Gardner, Kansas in 
February of 2010. We had left our very 
comfortable life, with great friends, amazing 
schools, and a Catholic Church we adored and 
highly involved in.  We moved to Grayslake and 
immediately started going to the Catholic church 
right now the street, St. Gilbert’s. It was much 
bigger than we had grown accustomed to but we 
dove into our previous roles we had just left back 
in Kansas. I am sad to say the same “feeling” just 
wasn’t there. But we pressed on because we are 
Catholic and this is the church that is here. It will 
feel more comfortable over time.  

As the months ticked on we started getting more 
involved in the community. I joined the PTO at 
the kids’ school, our younger daughter started 
preschool at Precious Lambs, and we started to 
make friends. We still weren’t making 
connections at our church, but we pressed on.  
One particular Sunday in mass, our youngest 
daughter Kacy stated as loud as any three year 
old would , “I don’t feel God here”. Well that 
prompted Corey and I to start church shopping. 
We were not done being Catholic, but we needed 
to find somewhere for the kids to have a place 
they felt God. So we started to split our time, one 
Sunday at Shepherd of the Lake, where Kacy 
attended preschool and one Sunday at St. 
Gilbert’s, because we’re Catholic.  

After being in Illinois a little over a year, we were 
making good friends. In May of 2011 a good 
friend of mine, Tina Coleman, said to her eight 
month pregnant friend, “why don’t you let me take 
your kids to my church to do VBS. It’s a ton of 
fun, the kids will have a blast, and you can have 
a few hours to yourself before baby #4 comes”. 
So I said sure! 

So my older 3 kids went to VBS and had an 
absolute blast! The kids talked about it all 
summer! But we’re still Catholic and we are 
giving this other church a try. It never crossed my 
mind to check out Joy! further.  
As the next summer rolls around Tina asks if I 

want to join her in 
the kitchen at 
VBS. I said sure! 
The kids were 
SO excited to be 
coming back and they had a nursery for the baby 
so it was a no brainer. But being in thick of it was 
an experience I was not prepared for! The 
energy, the ease, the FUN, the feeling of Jesus 
all around! It’s a high, a spiritual high that you 
want more of. So this time not only did we go to 
closing ceremonies but we went to church that 
Sunday. I wanted to see what Joy! Was all about! 

The kids and I really liked Joy!, problem still 
being…we’re Catholic. Corey hadn’t experienced 
any of what the kids and I were because of his 
work schedule. He was totally on board with us 
coming to Joy! instead of Shepherd of the Lakes, 
but leaving St. Gilbert’s all together wasn’t an 
option.  

Cue the next summer…I am in full blown 
leadership with VBS now! This summer the kids 
and I know LOTS of people. We are in thick of 
things and we are feeling good! This summer 
Corey comes to VBS closing ceremonies. People 
are greeting us, and they KNOW us…by name. 
Our kids are comfortable at this church and my 
husband is absorbing all the different 
interactions. During one of the songs, Corey 
leans over to me and says, “We’re still Catholic, 
but let’s just come here”.  That was huge! 

The Jamesgang started coming to Joy! full time. 
It didn’t take us long to dive in even deeper. 
About a year or so after that, we left the Catholic 
church and became actual members of Joy!  
VBS is such an amazing experience for everyone 

who is involved! VBS is also a time when families 

from outside our own church community get a 

glimpse of Joy! We touch lives through this 

ministry and my family is the perfect example.  

 VBS Shipwrecked! 
JUNE 11TH—JUNE 15TH 

Participant & Volunteer 
Registration starts online 4/2 
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Worship World 
by Laura Kline, Director of Worship Arts 

I feel so blessed and privileged to serve with a 
wonderful group of servants that are so 
passionate about worshipping our God.  The 
Worship Arts Team takes the responsibility of 
creating transformational worship every week 
very seriously regardless of the time and effort it 
takes to do so. 

Every month there is a small team of Worship 
Arts Team leaders that brainstorm with Pastor 
Mark to create ideas for worship that enhance the 
weekly themes.  After those meetings, there is a 
great deal of behind-the-scenes work that goes 
into creating what you see on Sunday. It is a 
lengthy process!  We have found that Sundays 
come with amazing regularity and often sooner 
than we would like! 

In addition to our regular worship planning, we 
like to have fun together too and are very much 
like a big family!  In January the Worship Arts 
Team gathered for a retreat to study Andy 
Stanley’s “Uniquely Better” video study.  We 
learned that every church & organization is 
unique and we need to take an inventory of what 
we do “uniquely better” than others and celebrate 
that. 

Fibbage!  Presidents!  Card Games!  These were 
just some of the games that were played on the 
annual Worship Arts Game Night where team 
members and their families enjoyed food, games, 
and laughs on Feb. 2.  This was a great 
opportunity to connect with one another outside 
of Sunday mornings! 

And on March 11 we held a Joy! Jam after 
worship.  Joy! Jam is a fun, informal time to 
gather with members of the Worship Band to get 
to know us while singing or playing along with 
some regular worship songs. 

If you have a gift that you would like to use on the 
Worship Arts Team, contact Laura Kline, Worship 
Arts Director, at laura.kline@joylutheran.org 
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In August of 2010, God opened  a door for me 
that I no idea would completely change my life 
and create a passion in me that continues to 
grow every day. I was a junior in high school 
when I started working with kids with special 
needs at a place that provides recreational 
opportunities for kids and adults with special 
needs. I worked in the after-school club, summer 
camps, adult programs, and much more. I truly 
loved working with these individuals and that 
eventually lead me to pursue a career in special 
education. I currently work as a teacher’s 
assistant in a kindergarten classroom for students 
with autism and I am continuing my education to 
become a special education teacher. It isn’t easy 
work but God shows me His love everyday 
through these kids which is something I am 
extremely grateful for. 

Since working with these individuals, I never have 
underestimated them or what they can do. I have 
been able to see God in each one of them, and I 
know that my relationship with God has benefited 
so much from the work I have done with those 
with special needs and the relationships I have 
built with them and their families. However, over 
the years, the Holy Spirit continued to put 
something in my heart. My relationship with God 
was strong but what about those individuals I 
worked with and their families? How is their 
relationship with God? Are they here at Joy? And 
if they are, is their experience a positive and life 
changing one leading to Christ and strong 
relationships? It was difficult for me because I 
think I knew the answers to these questions and 
knew that a special needs ministry, whatever that 
would look like, might be part of the answer. So, I 
went to Cheryl and told her how God was putting 
this on my heart and it took her less than a 
second to agree and say let’s get this 
conversation started! 

It didn’t take long until a group of people started 
meeting monthly in September about what a 
special needs ministry would look like here at 
Joy!. We started with everyone sharing their 
stories and what special needs meant to them.  
Then, by gathering ideas, looking at the 
strengths and weaknesses Joy! has in this area, 

and most importantly, what would Joy look like if 
we implemented some of these ideas. With the 
conversations that we were having, it became 
clear that God was intentional about bringing 
people together to begin the conversation about a 
special needs ministry. Then, with the new vision 
being launched and a goal of intentional 
inclusivity being developed, it became even more 
clear that God has lead Joy! to be intentional 
about learning to welcome and make space for 
the unseen and undervalued, which includes 
those who are differently abled.  

In regards to a special needs ministry, or 
differently abled ministry, being intentionally 
inclusive is about understanding, supporting, and 
accepting those with all abilities and needs. Joy’s! 
doors have always been open to everyone and 
we are always more than willing to make 
accommodations for people, as we do that 
whenever the needs come up. However, being 
intentional means asking how good are we at 
understanding and supporting individuals who are 
differently abled and their families with what they 
need to build their relationship with Christ and 
others. The truth is, we don’t know the exact way 
to do this or what it looks like, but with this 
ministry in God’s hands, I truly believe that He is 
leading Joy! in the right direction to be intentional 
about including those who are differently abled 
and their families within our church.  

At our last meeting, we came up with a mission 
statement and that is “To provide an accepting 
and supportive experience for people of all 
abilities and needs to deepen relationships 
with each other and God.” Our next step is to 
look at the goals of this ministry and we want to 
invite you to join us. If you are feeling called to be 
a part of this process, then, please join us! Our 
next two meeting dates are set for 4/22 and 5/20, 
at 11:45 am. Lunch is provided! Come help us 
grow and develop this ministry so that all lives are 
changed! If you have any questions, feel free to 
email me at hollyrossmann11@gmail.com. 

Including Everyone Means  
               By Holly Rossman  ALL Lives Are Changed 

Mission: Reach our neighbors with 

Christ’s love so all lives are changed. 
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Nursery I love that I work where the community of believers invest in and recognize the 

importance of children.  Last Spring, we had a face lift to our nursery, with fresh paint, a new check-
in system and a gated area near the door so to help prevent the children from getting injured.  Also 
this Fall, our nursery had some changes to our staff.  I 
am extremely blessed to partner with such amazing 
leaders in our church.  All three of these ladies, Kelly 
O’Neill, Ellie Jensen and Kelsey Stackhouse, grew up at 
Joy! and know the importance of watching over our littlest 
ones to allow parents to worship and get recharged for 
another week of parenting!  At our 9:00 service we 
average 7-10 toddlers and at 10:30 we average 4-5.    

With the 
changes 
we’ve 
already 
implemented, we are not ready to stop there: our 
toys, movies and even television are out dated and 
we are in need of some NEW things.  Please watch 
for our event, Christmas in July, to help us 
purchase new toys.  We will have a tree with giving 
tags, along with an Amazon wish list for you to help 
give our nursery another much need upgrade.  We 
ask that you prayerfully consider donating to 
helping our littlest ones have a safe and  nurturing 
environment!! 
 

Kids’ Adventure Klub A few weeks ago our children learned 

about the widow who gave two coins and “Giving our Best to God”.  We 
read from Mark 12:41-44 about Jesus noticing a widow’s giving.    Jesus 
points out to the disciples that this woman gave all she had to God.  Some 
Christians today might consider the widow’s giving foolish – she didn’t 
have to give both coins; she didn’t even have to give one.  After all, she 
needed that money just to stay alive.  But that kind of thinking is precisely 
what Jesus was teaching about.   If we give only part of what we have - of 
what we are – to Jesus, we’re holding back.  Jesus wants all of us.  He 
wants us to give him all we have and all we are, and to trust him for the 
result.  Key Verse, “God loves a cheerful giver” 2 Corinthians 9:7b. 

The kids made a bank to help remind them to be cheerful givers. Joy! is super excited to partner with 
the TenToEnd campaign. The goal of ENDING chronic homelessness in Lake County is possible 
and together we can make a difference.  So we encouraged families to talk to their children about 
homelessness and to consider volunteering for PADS or signing up as a family to bring the food 
needed to run it. Parents were also asked to  help their children to do chores around the house to 
add change to their bank. 

Jesus said...let the little  

children come to me 
By Cheryl O’Neill, Director of Children and Family Ministry 
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Maddie  
Good morning everyone! As 
you can see behind me, we 
had a blast on our winter 
retreat. God always seems to 
show up when we give him 
time and space. Mission trips 
are another awesome way for 
us as youth to experience God. 
This summer will be my 4th mission trip. 3 years 
ago I was SO nervous to go because this sort of 
thing was WAY out of my comfort zone. I pretty 
much only went because all my friends were going 
and I knew it would look good on college 
applications. Little did I know how much God 
shows up on mission trips. 

For anyone who hasn’t been on or heard about a 
mission trip, it’s a pretty simple concept. Youth 
groups travel to cities where the economy that was 
once great, has now become not so great and the 
residents need some help fixing up their homes. 
This slew of youth groups from all around the 
country become work crews and are assigned a 
resident and a week long project consisting of 
painting, building a wheelchair ramp, or even 
roofing. It’s such a cool process for me because 
the residents are always so appreciative. 

Over the years, not only have I made so many 
friends that I still keep in contact with on social 
media, but also I have found a love for serving the 
under resourced. However some of the biggest 
God moments happen during evening chapel. My 
most memorable God sighting happened on “cry 

night” aka the night all church camps have...where 
things are more emotional and people can really 
grow in their faith or renew their commitment to 
Christ. Last year, in Savannah, Georgia, the 
speaker had everyone meet with their youth 
pastors where they could be prayed over and have 
reflection time. I waited my turn and when I went 
up to Colin he said exactly what I needed to hear.  

At this point in time I was going into my senior year 
and kind of stressed about college and where and 
what I was going to do with the rest of my life. 
Colin prayed that I would know that my plans for 
the future were in God’s hands and to not worry so 
much. It was such a sigh of relief for me to know 
that God had a plan for me. 

This summer we are going to Greeley, Colorado. 
Coming up is our first annual youth silent auction 
and fundraiser dinner. We need some help! You 
can, #1, donate auction or raffle items to our silent 
auction. We are looking gift cards, or new items 
that could fit in an auction basket. #2 You can buy 
a ticket, or four, from our table at the front entrance 
and come to our dinner catered by Saluto’s on 
Sunday March 4th. Tickets are only $10! #3 And 
finally bid on items and play some bingo! 
Thanks so much for all the support you give us as 
youth at Joy. You make it possible for us to go 
have life changing God experiences every 
summer! And to any high schooler or current 
eighth grader as scared I as was, I really hope you 
give these trips a chance because I promise they 
are life changing. Thank you! 

ATF Mission Trip Testimonials 
By Grace Herrmann, Maddie Lenning, and Lydia Sundberg      

Last Chance for 2018 Confirmation! 

Confirmation Retreat will be Friday April 13th from 7:00 pm to Saturday 14th at Noon. 
Confirmation will take place  on April 15th at the 10:30 service with a cake reception to follow. 

This is going to be a weekend of fun and great discussion on what makes up our faith and how we 
can live it out.  We'll also be covering the Lord's Prayer and the Apostle's Creed.  And also develop 
our own faith creed/mission statement for our faith walk. 

Questions? Contact Colin Cranmer at colin.cranmer@joylutheran.org 
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Lydia What I want to say about the mission trip 

is that it’s an experience that is so special for 
everyone involved because every year each 
person that went comes back changed from it in 
some way. The power of the mission trip comes 
through the relationships it builds, both through 
meeting new people from all over the country and 
growing closer with the people from our own 
church that we don’t know as well. 
My resident from my trip in Virginia a couple years 
ago was a sweet lady with southern charm. She 
greeted us every morning with a huge smile on 
her face and hung out with us all day wanting to 
get to know us all better. Later she told us her 
story and the story of her home. It had been 
flooded the spring before, and they were 
struggling to keep up with the repairs, both money 
and their age playing a factor. At one point she 
started to cry, thanking us for motivating them to 
keep going and do what it takes to fix their house 
again rather than just leaving it damaged.  

She said that us coming had given her the hope 
she needed fix up her home again. When I told 
her that “Hope” is my middle name, she gave me 
a hug and told me it was a sign from God. She 
still keeps in contact with me via Facebook, and 

treats me like her 
granddaughter, always 
telling me how proud she is 
of all I’ve done since we met. 
The connection we made 
that week will last a long 
time, and I’ll always 
remember that despite the 

difficult circumstances she was going through, 
she never failed to smile and laugh with us. 

We all come back with our own stories to tell and 
our own takeaways. We each work at a different 
house with our own unique crew of workers from 
other churches on the trip, and at the end of each 
day, we come together and share what happened 
at our site that day. To hear each person beaming 
with pride at their project, and laughing about all 
of the fun memories they made is where I really 
see God at work.  

It doesn’t matter if things didn’t go completely as 
planned or if we are tired from working so hard, 
we all come together and just talk it out at the end 
of the day with each other like a family. And that’s 
what the mission trip really does to our group 
through the week- it makes us feel more like 
family. 

Grace 
First off, I just want to thank all 
of you for coming out and 
supporting this years mission 
trip. This summer as we head 
to Greeley, Colorado it will be 
my fourth mission trip with 
these amazing people. These 
trips have truly been life changing and very eye 
opening. It’s hard to imagine how people in 
poverty live until you see it firsthand. 

Two years ago when we went to Pocahontas, 
West Virginia I was in a small group of five of us 
and we were just doing little fixes around the 
house, but our main job was painting a staircase 
case and bedroom where the residents sons 
shared a room. One of the boys was named 
Ryder and he was around 2 years old and the 
other was named Cale and he was about 5 or 6 
years old and they were super excited to show us 
around the house. The staircase and room we 
were painting had been all black, which made the 
room extremely dark and closed off. This would 
soon change as we were painting the room 
white. When we were working Cale would always 

try to run past his mom to see how we were 
doing and if he could help.  

He was just so excited that we were there and 
fixing his room. And when we finished and 
moved their beds back up and set up all the 
furniture they came running up and even though 
only the paint had changed their faces lit up. The 
excitement they had for their new room was 
astonishing, and it just made me feel incredible to 
be able to bring someone so much joy.  

We ended up finishing the house early and 
helping another group finish their project. And on 
the final night of program all residents are invited 
to worship with us. Our residents came with her 
kids and they had a thank you card for each us 
with a picture that we had taken in the beginning 
of the week which made me feel like what I was 
doing really did impact people’s lives for good.  

Spreading the love of Jesus has really impacted 

other people’s lives and it grew my love for 

serving god even more. I cannot wait  for this 

years opportunity to see what God can do in my 

life to help others.  
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