
cyn·i·cism: an inclination to believe that 

people are motivated purely by self-

interest; skepticism. 

How appropriate to do a sermon series on 

cynicism during Election 2016. Cynicism 

seems to flourish during election years. 

Who hasn’t heard (or made) one of the 

following comments? 

 Politicians supposedly working for the 

people are really working for 

themselves. 

 Politicians rarely tell the truth. 

 Politicians will say whatever they 

need to say to get elected.   

And why stop at politicians? 

 Doctors and hospitals are out to gouge 

the patient. 

 Churches are only interested in your 

money. 

And I know what you’re thinking. Aren’t 

cynics just the people willing to tell the 

truth? Because there is often a kernel of 

truth in the cynic’s accusation. The kernel 

of truth comes from their personal 

narrative, stories that support their cynical 

view, stories they share with a sense of 

despair and negativity. 

Jesus had every reason to be a cynic. 

 His disciples abandoned him. 

 He fed thousands yet only handfuls 

followed. 

 The religious leaders were out to get 

him. 

 

Jesus knew the truth about humanity. He knew 

how selfish, cruel, and ignorant we can be. If he 

were a cynic, Jesus might say, “Humanity’s so 

ruined that it can’t be rescued (or isn’t worth 

being rescued).” But he was not a cynic. Jesus 

shared the truth with a sense of hope rather than 

despair. His whole life, death, and resurrection 

were a manifestation of his refusal to leave us 

selfish, cruel, and ignorant. As we follow Jesus, 

it’s critical we find ways to be both honest and 

hopeful.  

Cynical life is not abundant life. Cynics want 

you to believe that the core of reality is 

something other than God’s love for us. Cynics 

want to pull you back into their cynicism. Jesus 

wants to move you … shift you … forward into 

abundant life. This month we will look at four 

key shifts God uses to move us into more honest, 

joyful, active, hopeful, loving, abundant life. 

April 3  

Week 1 - Shift from hopelessness to hope  

April 10   

Week 2 - Shift from apathy to purpose 

April 17  

Week 3 - Shift from selfishness to kindness 

April 24   

Week 4 - Shift from anger to action 

With God’s help, may we abandon cynical 

thoughts and behavior before, during, and after 

Election 2016. May we be signs of hope to a 

cynical world starved for good news. Amen? 

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 24 families (65 people) 

participated in Resurrection 

Garden 

 9 families became new 

members 

 Joy! hosted North 

Conference of Pastors’ 

meeting 

April 2016 

 

       by Mark Brogetti,  

       Lead Pastor &  

       Peter Schwich, Intern 

Interested in Being  

Baptized or Having Your 

Child Baptized? 

Join us for a light lunch and       

conversation about the Sacrament 

of Baptism on Sunday, April 24th  

at 11:45 am. Sign up on the kiosk 

in the Connections Café or via 

Joy’s web page. Please  

contact Director of Children &  

Family Ministry,  

Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org  if 

you have any questions. 

 



Joy! is neither a perfect church nor made of 

perfect people. We are just ordinary, but 

committed to stumbling through our faith 

journey together and learning it isn’t about us. 

It’s about God!  

So today I write and reflect on the newest 

“ordinary” people God has blessed Joy! with, 

who have decided to make a public 

commitment to become members. The best 

part of this is, I KNOW how HE uses the 

ordinary to do extraordinary things and I am 

so excited to see what He has in store for us as 

our faith family grows. 

 So it is with great pleasure I get to officially 

introduce and welcome the following 9 

families/individuals to Joy! and I pray you 

make an intentional effort to seek them out 

and do the same.  

We welcome……  

Nathan & Julie Green 

and their children Ben & 

Abigail. Nathan works at 

Allstate and Julie is 

employed by the Navy.  

Corey & Kristi James and 

their children Chase, 

Kali, Kacy & Cole. Corey 

works for VW Credit and 

Kristi is CEO of her 

homestead. 

Mike Scimeca works at 

the Starbucks inside 

Target. 

Rachel Morales is a 

Spanish teacher. 

 

Kevin & Anna-Lee 

Robinson and their son, 

Sawyer. Kevin works for 

Gurnee Park District & 

Anna works as a childcare 

center director. 

 

Matt & Amy Thomas and son, Gabriel. 

Matt is employed AON and Amy works at 

Shepherd of the Lakes Church. 

 

Neysa Tennis has been at 

Joy! a while and loves choir 

and being on the counting 

team! 

 

Mark & Bonnie Lovdjieff. 

Mark works for Ensono and 

Bonnie is a nurse. 

 

Shaun & Shannon 

Totulis. Shaun works at 

Capital One. 

 

Please look for these names & faces in 

upcoming weeks and welcome them- taking 

time to introduce yourself to them! 
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Welcome!!!                                      

by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coord. 

Faithful Gardeners Gathered 

24 families (approximately 65 people) 

came together as a community of 

faith to enjoy food, fellowship and to 

deepen their faith during the Resur-

rection Garden event.  Families are 

encouraged to tend to their garden 

daily, use the devotional booklet to 

walk through Holy Week and add a 

rock to their garden with a word 

written on it.   

Jesus’ story begins on Palm Sunday 

with the hope people had as He en-

tered into Jerusalem, the Great Com-

mandment to love God with our 

whole heart, mind, soul and strength 

and to love our neighbors as  our-

selves.  We then learn from Jesus’ 

example to serve others, as He served 

His  disciples, and shared a special 

meal of God’s grace.  

The garden reminds us of Jesus pray-

ing in the Garden of Gethsemane and 

His trust of God’s will be done. 

Good Friday, we added a candle, 

purple ribbon to the cross and remem-

ber Jesus gave His life to bear the 

burden of our sin and that we are 

forgiven.  On Saturday, we put the 

Jesus rock into the tomb, and placed 

a rock in front of the open tomb just 

as the Roman soldiers did.  On Easter, 

families are encouraged to take the 

Jesus rock from the tomb and light 

their candle as a reminder that Jesus 

is risen and is the light of the world!!   

A huge thank you to the Children and 

Family Ministry Team, Kristi James, 

Lisa Pilkington, Katie Fuko, and 

Megan Loiacano for helping put this 

activity together and being a blessing 

to others.  It’s an honor and privilege 

to partner with  them, this community 

and our families on their children’s 

faith journey!!!  

Oh, the Fun We Have!!                      by Cheryl O’Neill, Director of Children & Family Ministry 

It’s hard to believe we only have 8 weeks left of the 2015-2016 

Kids’ Adventure Klub (KAK)year. We have been walking 

through Holy Week and learning about how Jesus served His 

disciples and washed their feet.  Our “On Target” 4th/5th Grade 

10:30 class washed each others feet and shared in a special meal 

together.  Our preschool classes made towels to remind them to help others as Jesus did.   

We will finish out our year learning about Paul’s Ministry and learning the fruit of the spirit.  

We hope the Make It Stick at home has been a resource that is helping you reinforce what the 

children are learning in the classroom.  Consider joining our team and being mentored in a 

classroom to share your faith with children!!  We need you!!! For more info, contact  

Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org 

 



It's the hidden secret 

of the church. We all 

have doubts. Some of 

them are intellectual 

doubts like "How do 

I know the Bible is 

real?" & "How do I know that Jesus really 

existed?" Others are spiritual doubts, like "Why 

can't I stop doing this?" or "Why is it so hard to 

pray?" Still others are doubts about our 

circumstances as in, "Why did this happen to 

me?" 

We will do our best at AtF to shed light on our 

doubts so they aren't as scary! If you have them, 

you're not alone. Come for our next series on 

Doubt where we'll tackle some of the big 

questions that face us every day. Come ready to 

explore and we'll head out into the caves of 

doubt together this spring @ AtF! Contact me at 

colincranmer@joylutheran.org if you have 

questions. 

We've been keeping busy over 

here in Student 

Ministries.  We've headed 

downtown, had our first 

bonfires of the spring and now 

we're gearing up for our upcoming mission 

trip!  This year, our students will be heading 

down to the tiny, and I do mean tiny, town 

of Pocohontas, Virginia.  It's deep in the 

poverty area of Virginia (nearly touching 

West Virginia) and needs a lot of 

construction help to get some properties 

back into shape for their residents.  We're so 

excited to be a part of this, and to truly affect 

the quality of life for this community. 

As always, the Joy! Community has begun 

its rumbles of support.  We're going to be 

selling pizzas in our yearly fundraiser 

starting in the next couple of weeks, so 

please think about if you'd like to support us 

through deliciousness :D  These pizzas are 

(carefully, sanitarily) made by the kids (with 

the help of Cathy Kramer) and are always 

amazing!  Tables for ordering will be near 

the front entrance across from the bathrooms 

starting Sunday, April 3rd.  April 30th is 

pizza making day and pickup will be May 

1st. 

Also, our rummage sale is coming up June 

2,3,4! This is when you can donate the extra 

items lying around your house and turn it 

into a mission fund to help send our kids on 

their way.  Donation drop off days are May 

29, 31 & June 1. Please be saving up your 

gently used items (toys, clothes, electronics, 

knick-knacks etc.) for us to sell or think 

about taking a slot to help man the 

sale.  This is a blast of a week because you 

get to look through all this cool stuff!  We 

can't wait!  Thanks for your constant support 

of our kids! 

Youth Zone    by Colin Cranmer, Youth Director  
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Keeping America  

Beautiful (or at least 

Rte. 120) 

Please join Godfellas Small 

Group in their semi annual 

Route 120 Clean Up Project 

on Saturday April16th at 9am. 

We gather in the parking lot of 

Joy! and divide into 4 teams to 

pick up litter along Route 120,  

helping beautify God's  

Kingdom.  

The event usually takes 2 hours 

and is a great way to serve as a 

family. It’s also great exercise 

and shows community pride. 

Sign up on the kiosk in the  

Connections Cafe or online via 

Joy’s website. Any questions, 

please contact Gary Koehler at  

847-650-9242.  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Still needed are leaders for Preschool 

Storytelling/KidVid/Exploration 

Station. Co-leaders needed for gym, 

mission store, set up/take down, 

snack/kitchen, nursery and crafts!  

So grab a friend and join the fun!!  

Registration for kids and volunteers 

has begun!!!  Register online or 

forms available at the Children’s 

Welcome Desk.  Youth helper spots 

are limited and on a first come first 

served bases.  For more information 

contact Katie Fuko at 

vbs@joylutheran.org, Robin Flory at 

robinannept@sbcglobal.net or                              

Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org 



discussions, and even free time, objectives became real over the 

weekend: 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the Faithful Journey Retreat.  It was fun to get 

to know many others involved in the ministry of Joy! on a more 

personal level. One of the many highlights were the various personal 

testimonies and how God has affected individuals on their personal 

life journeys. The study sessions were very informative and provided 

me numerous resource ideas which I intend to use to strengthen my 

own daily prayer and devotions. Siena was a wonderful retreat 

center. I'm looking forward to many more Faithful Journey retreats 

of this type in the years to come.” 

                                                                  Mark & Bonnie Lovdjieff 

 

 “I felt a real sense of community and appreciated the chance to get 

to know other members at Joy! I liked the educational sessions and 

picked up good information about prayer and devotions.” 

           Blake Staley 

The weekend of March 4-6 marked the launch of a new ministry at 

Joy!, as more than 50 people gathered at the Siena Retreat Center in 

Racine, Wis. for the inaugural “Faithful Journey” retreat. 

A group of Joy! volunteers spent more than one year prayerfully and 

carefully planning this new retreat, and their hard work was more 

than repaid by the impact that the weekend had on participants and 

team members. 

Based on feedback received from the congregation, the following 

mission statement was developed to serve as a guideline for this new 

ministry: 

A focused opportunity for spiritual growth, strengthening 

relationships and finding direction for deepening your Christian 

faith. 

Through worship, a series of talks and education sessions, 

written and let by Joy! volunteers and staff, small group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Faithful Journey Retreat - "A focused opportunity for spiritual 

growth, strengthening relationships, and finding direction for 

deepening your Christian faith” 

 Sunday morning bible studies during 9:00 &10:30 worship services 

 Changes to our prayer language and approach during worship 

services 

 An upcoming message series on prayer 

 One-time topic of interest sessions – the first one is planned for 

April 2 and the topic is “Faith & Science” 

 Continuation of the Urban Plunge weekend retreat 

 

It is time to reassess your Faith Journey Insights 

This year, we are asking people to retake the tool (or take it for the first 

time) so we can continue to help you assess your areas of focus, assess 

the impact of 2015/2016 programming and develop/modify future adult 

programming for Joy! 

Although you may take this at any time, we ask you to try to take it 

during the month of April.  To access the Tool, simply go onto Joy!’s 

web site, select the “Adult” tab and then select “Spiritual Growth”.  This 

page provides links to resources to help you grow and at the bottom of 

the page is the link to the Tool.  

Highlights of the 2015 aggregated results for Joy! 

Last year, the Adult Spiritual Growth Team launched a “Faith Journey 

Insight Tool” to help decide where you might want to go deeper 

within the six core areas of spiritual growth - Prayer, Serving, 

Worship, Giving, Relationships, and Bible Study. The information 

also helped us develop adult programming for Joy!  

A total of 86 people utilized the tool in 2015.  We scored each 

question on a scale of 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree).  

Based on that scale:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015/2016 Adult Programming Guided by the results 

Based on the above results and additional feedback from Joy! 

attendees, the Adult Spiritual Growth Team guided the following 

spiritual growth offerings: 
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“God was Present in All Aspects”    

Faith Journey Insights at Joy!                by Mark Froseth 

Mark your calendars 

now for next year’s 

retreat! 

March 3-5, 2017 


