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Thank You and Welcome 
By Mark Borgetti - Lead Pastor 
 
Thank you! On behalf of Joy! I would like to thank Jim Kerwin for his years of service as Building and Grounds Coordinator. Jim 

has done an exceptional job of managing service contracts (e.g. snow and custodial services), staying on top of building repair and 

maintenance, and helping develop a long range plan for replacing big ticket items like the roof and air conditioning. Again, thank 

you, Jim, for working behind the scenes maintaining our building so ministry can happen. 

 

Welcome Dave Bowman as the new Building Coordinator. Dave is no stranger to this role; he's done it in the past. In fact, a  

mechanical room at the end of the classroom hallway is affectionately named, "Dave Bowman’s Mechanical Closet." I am confident 

that our building will continue to be in good hands with Dave at the helm. 

 

Thank you both for your years of service at Joy! We are blessed to have you.  

 

 

A 
nd in a blink of an eye, myself and 11 others returned 

from El Salvador building homes with Thrivent and 

Habitat for Humanity. What should I share with you? 

Maybe the work? It'd be easy to tell you digging a 

home's foundation with basic tools was the hardest work I have 

done in my life. Should I spend a few paragraphs describing the 

food? Yes, El Salvadorian food is amazing and despite the hard 

work I gained a pound. Instead, let me introduce you to my new 

friends and what it was like working side-by-side with Christ.  

 

Let’s start with, Alex, our mason, who modeled Christ’s patience 

and wish to set people up for success. It was uncanny how he 

picked up on each person's giftedness and assigned tasks. The 

mason is the contractor, general contractor, and building crew 

(when the volunteers leave) all rolled into one. He’s the jefe, the 

boss! No mason! No home. Without a word of English spoken, 

our boss taught each team member how to do their assigned task. 

Alex taught us where to dig trenches and how deep to dig. Our 

jefe taught us how to bend and assemble rebar to form the metal 

masterpiece necessary to make the home earthquake and 

hurricane resistant. He helped each of us have a sense of 

accomplishment before boarding the plane to head home. I have 

great respect for Alex.  

 

And then there was Francis. Francis modeled Christ’s love for 

all, making everyone feel welcomed and special. She is the 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Coordinator and everyone’s big 

sister. Within minutes of meeting Francis you sense you just met 

your new best friend. She was with us almost every day, working 

side-by-side with us, encouraging us and translating for us.  

 

And let’s not forget Krystal, Lisa, and Joe, friends of Mark Flory. 

If you were standing on the road watching us work, a look of 

disbelief would appear on your face when I told you they did not 

belong to Joy! Lisa bore the wisdom of Christ. Every 

conversation we shared ended with a new insight on myself, Lisa, 

and our culture. Krystal demonstrated the strength and 

determination of Christ. A former body builder, Krystal 

continued to work when the rest of us tired. And Joe 

demonstrated Christ’s uncanny ability to connect with everyone. 

Even with baby Camilla, the future homeowner’s daughter, who 

NOBODY could get to smile … accept for Joe.  

 

Mark Flory reminded us over and over, “We are not going to El 

Salvador to build home. We are going to build relationships.” I 

never knew he meant we would build a relationship with Christ, 

working side-by-side with Him as we built a home.  
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Timothy is new to Joy! and the 

ATF Youth Group, having 

recently moved from Virginia. 

 

T 
he day after the 

election, racist, 

discriminatory 

writing was found in 

a bathroom at Warren 

Township High School, 

Almond Campus. The 

following day, Thursday, that 

campus held a protest. They 

organized a time that everyone 

skipped out on class and met 

in a single hallway. This 

protest resulted in a discussion 

with the principal and a few 

less angry people. But, sadly, 

it did not solve the problem.  

 

There were four copycat 

writings in a bathroom at the 

O’Plaine campus. Many of us 

at both campuses saw this 

protest and the copycats and 

realized it did not accomplish 

much and were not satisfied 

with the results.  

 

That night I was trying to 

come up with ideas to actually 

make a difference when my 

mom showed me an article 

about the protest of British 

citizens during Brexit by 

wearing safety pins. The 

article said that in the face of 

discrimination and hate, 

people wore safety pins to 

show that they were a safe 

space and were only going to 

show love and acceptance to 

those who needed the extra 

feeling of security and love.  

After discussing this with her, 

my mom and I agreed that this 

would be a safe, peaceful way 

to protest the writing on the 

walls. My mom ran out to the 

store and we bought 600 safety 

pins and 500 labels to make 

stickers describing the purpose 

of the pins. Later that night I 

heard that some sophomores 

were organizing a silent sit-in 

for the next day. 

 

When I got to school the next 

morning, the amount of people 

willing to wear and hand out 

safety pins was incredible. 

Before first period I had 510 

people ask to help hand out 

pins and I handed out at least 

100. For the first half of the 

day everything was going 

great. Then came time for the 

protest.  

 

I decided to go because I 

figured it would be a nice, 

peaceful sit-in. I have never 

been so wrong. I got there and 

it was a riot. People were 

yelling hateful and rude things 

towards Trump and white 

Americans. A group of Latina 

girls yelled at some white 

people, “Get out. We don’t 

want you dirty, Trump loving, 

white people here.” And a 

group of people attacked our 

principal when he tried to have 

a discussion with them about 

what they wanted done. I 

immediately left, unsatisfied. 

Later that day we were told 

that some students had been 

arrested because of their 

actions. We moved on from 

the protest and by the end of 

the day I had passed out 585 

safety pins and all of the 

stickers.  

 

But that was only to students. 

Each time I asked a teacher to 

wear one they said they could 

not because they could get in 

trouble for wearing them. I 

didn’t understand this so I 

scheduled a meeting with the 

principal for the next Monday 

and went in to meet with him. 

I asked him why teachers were 

not allowed to wear them and 

he explained to me that it was 

a simple misunderstanding. 

After that, I passed safety pins 

out to most of my teachers and 

so did a lot of my friends. 

 

I have really felt moved by the 

Spirit to fight for this cause 

and help those who aren’t 

being shown love. Now I need 

your help. Please wear a safety 

pin wherever you go: to work, 

school, the store. Wear it 

everywhere and tell your 

friends and co-workers to do 

the same. Explain to them that 

this has nothing to do with 

politics, it is to show love and 

compassion to those in need. 

It’s to show that you are a safe 

space for those who feel 

threatened. 

 
 

     I Am a Safe Space           
                       by Timothy Schenk 
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Bunk Beds for Kids 

Serving In-need Families Since 

2011 in Partnership with Love Inc. 

 “The second year (2013) was similar to the first, except I was 

thrown a curve.  The guys suggested we put a message on the 

beds from Joy!  We brainstormed and I said ‘I can do it!’  I never 

did wood burning before, but I felt God calling me to do this.  I 

knew God would help me and He did.  I would come home from 

work tired, but when I started to burn the message, I got new 

energy from God.  That's when I felt God empowered me to do 

this!  The message I carved was Jesus loves you (spelling out 

JOY!)”   

     “A God moment for me happens every year, but especially in 

the third year (2014) I served MIM after we decided to start 

delivering the bunk beds.  Building with the guys is always a 

blast, but that year's God moment was like a rainbow was over 

my head.  I offered to drive the truck to deliver the beds.  It was 

truly a blessed day to see all God's workers at each house set up 

the beds.  At one house, there was only one sleeping bag for three 

kids.  No pillows, no stuffed animals, no dressers, nothing!  Right 

there it hit me like a train—to see the children's' faces light up 

like a Christmas tree and the mom's face with tears of joy.  That's 

when I realized how cool and important this project is - God's 

work!” 

 Jim Reitmaier 

 

M 
en in Motion (MIM), the “Bunk Beds for Kids” 

Ministry, which concluded delivery of beds for the 

fifth consecutive year, was born over conversation 

and pizza in 2011. An idea for a men’s fall 

seasonal event was needed after it was recognized that new or 

long time male members could use a “non-retreat” service outlet 

to connect with other men.  

 

The conversation focused on how to entice other men in a non-

threatening (read: “overnight”) way and provide service to the 

community without taking away from their many day to day 

activities of life including work, family, faith and interests. The 

name of the ministry came from the central idea as a way for men 

to put their ‘faith in motion’ using their talents and common 

household power tools to do something that would be impactful 

in the immediate community around Joy!  

 

After several phone calls to Love Inc. and scouring the internet 

for plans to produce something from wood that could be 

completed in an afternoon, Paul Ancona is credited with the idea 

of making bunk beds. Since 2011, three different sets of leaders 

have led the ministry build/delivery efforts; production has grown 

from 8 to 16 beds annually, and now in its fifth year it has 

become a church wide, month long event ranging from prepping 

the lumber to delivery of the beds. 

Along the way though, many of the men, who have been 

involved, have found it an inspiring, fulfilling way to help others, 

and a great way to connect with other men within the 

congregation…all while doing something most of us like to do, 

work with power tools and eat!  

  

     “The earliest God moment I can recall is showing up to my 

first MIM event, this would have been the second season (2012), 

as my wife couldn’t convince me to attend the first one. I 

remember at the time I wasn’t involved much in small groups and 

after much prodding, I decided to check it out.  

     I showed up at the barn and, of course, stood at the back not 

knowing names but seeing faces I could recall during services. 

I’m looking around at everyone and one guy a few rows in front 

of me turns around and acknowledges me. I immediately think 

‘man I've seen this guy before, but I sure as heck can’t remember 

his name.’  After we received work 

instructions he comes over and 

asks, “Aren't you a Packer’s fan?” 

That’s how I met Neal Johnson and 

started a great friendship, which 

really kind of kick started my 

deeper involvement in small groups 

here at Joy! As I reflect back, I can 

see God working through others by 

the simple act of  acknowledging or 

simply saying “hi” to someone you 

may barely know and it sparks 

something.” 

 Jim Pucevich 
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There are many stories from the building process to the delivery 

in the homes, here are a few more from those who have served: 

 

     “One of the women to whom we delivered a bunk bed 

expressed a need for a second bunk bed.  Two of her boys were 

getting the bed we delivered, but she had other children without 

beds, as well.  I mentioned to her that we had a cancellation for 

one of the bunk beds so we possibly had an extra.  I said I would 

look into it and assumed that it would have to be approved by 

Love, INC, etc.  (arrangements were made) She said she was 

going to send me pictures of her boys enjoying their new beds! 

She was very grateful!” 

 Amy Bothmann 

 

    “It's been awhile since God and the Holy Spirit has stirred me 

up, but it happens. This year (2016) we were delivering the MIM 

beds to our second stop in Zion for a family with 8 kids. The kids 

were sleeping on a mattress on the floor or just on the carpeting. 

We were delivering 2 bunks and a whole lot of Joy! to that family. 

Diamond, the little girl and Lamont the III, the little boy, were 

chatting it up with us - they were so 

cute.  

     After we finished building the 

beds and putting on the sheets and 

blankets, the kids picked their Youth 

Group pillowcases and we handed 

out stuffed animals. The kids jumped 

in the beds to try them out. We 

snapped a couple pictures to capture 

their excitement. Then Grandma laid 

down the law and said it will be bath 

time before anyone gets under the 

sheets tonight! 

     When two or more gather in 

Jesus's name - He is with us. As we 

were wrapping it up, Burdette asked 

the family if they would like to pray 

with us - they agreed. Sue (Turchi), 

Jim (Meier) and Burdette (DePauw) looked at me. It's been a 

while since I have prayed out loud with people I don't know, but 

why not? As I was saying the prayer, I felt a warmth, as if the 

Holy Spirit entered my being. How could helping others make me 

feel so good? The rest of the day my emotions were awash.” 

 Mike Turchi 

 

Many feel this ministry has grown their faith, friends circle  

and leadership ability. It allows them to appreciate their time in 

service with each other, particularly during the build event, which 

is typically a barn full of 40 or more men united with the common 

cause of caring for the needs of kids in our community. Serving 

can be very satisfying on many levels, sometimes in reflection or 

in seeing God move in interesting ways: 

  

    “At the end of last year’s build (2015) several of us sat around 

a fire and talked. It was just a really satisfying moment, 

connecting with men who are important to me and feeling very 

satisfied about what we did that day…” 

 Burdette DePauw 

 

“The rain quit, just in time to eat Burdette’s chili for lunch” 

       Team Lead, Tom Wiseman 

 

In 2016 MIM opened up the delivery portion of the event to 

allowing families to help move in-need children from sleeping on 

the floor to dignity in a bed of their own. We encourage everyone: 

men, women, young, old, families to take a day to help out in the 

community. 

 

     “I’ve been blessed to be part of this service project. When you 

can walk into a residence and see children sleeping on a blanket 

on the floor, or in a sleeping bag on a chair…and within an hour 

they go to sleeping in a complete bed with sheets, comforter, and 

a stuffed animal, the joy you see on their faces is priceless. I 

encourage you to consider becoming a part of this wonderful 

ministry because sometimes all it takes is showing up or taking a 

chance on someone or something to make difference to God’s 

children.” 

 Jim Pucevich 

 

     “From the brainstorming event (2011) over pizza we mused: 

‘…How cool would it be to invite a big bunch of guys out to the 

barn on a crisp fall afternoon, tell them to bring their power 

tools, cut stuff up, make something significant while listening to 

football on the radio, and then have a faith based message while 

we eat chili next to a fire as the evening approaches?’ That was 

what I recall of the conversation over pizza with Pat O’Neill, 

Steve Mayer, Burdette DePauw, and Jenelle Ancona…God took it 

from there and…Wow! Never think small when doing Kingdom 

work! Looking back it’s amazing how this ministry has grown.” 

                                         Neal Johnson 

 

The Men in Motion team formation for 2017 has already begun. 

Please prayerfully consider serving in a supported leadership role 

with like-minded men and women who are changing the game 

right here in Lake County. Contact Tom Wiseman at 

wisetjtj@comcast.net, or Jim Pucevich at jpucevich@gmail.com 

to volunteer or for more information.   

 

mailto:wisetjtj@comcast.net
mailto:jpucevich@gmail.com


  

 

W 
ho remembers waking up 

Christmas morning as a 

child and running to the 

brightly lit tree to see all 

the presents wrapped in decorative paper 

and searching for the tag that had their 

name on it? 

 

While times were tough in my household 

growing up, I always knew I could count 

on a few gems left for me under the tree 

that said TO: JENELLE and I couldn’t 

wait to open them each Christmas. This is 

not the case for all children, or even for 

adults, who simply do not have the means 

under their current circumstances. This 

need was noted by a Joy! small group 

many moons ago and has turned into an 

annual ministry called The Giving Tree. 

 

A few years back the small group, 

Amazing Grace, took this annual ministry 

over as their yearly service project. Luann 

Satzger, a member of this small group 

stated, “the Giving Tree is one of those 

areas of service that has defined our 

group.” It’s what the group is known for in 

the Joy! community and this community 

rallies around Amazing Grace's efforts in 

truly amazing ways.  

 

Luann pointed out that while people may 

come and go from the small group 

everyone who has ever been a part of the 

group ALWAYS embraces the opportunity 

to be a part of The Giving Tree. It’s an 

outreach effort that has grown the 

individual members of the group as they 

faithfully fulfill a need in the community.  

 

And boy does the group have fun doing it! 

Often the setup of the tree is a time to feast 

on pizza or bagels or something yummy 

and much laughter occurs. Luann added, 

“It has never been a task to do the tree, it’s 

always been a JOY!” 

 

The Giving Tree concept is simple. Partner 

with a organization- find out their needs- 

put up a Christmas tree at Joy! with tags 

containing some general information about 

a person and the items they want or could 

benefit from. Someone takes the tag, 

purchases the item(s) and returns gifts to 

the Giving Tree by a stated date. The 

presents gets delivered and those in need 

are given tangible pieces of God's love and 

provisions. 

 

The organization that this ministry 

partnered with for many years was Kids 

Hope United, which served children in 

Lake County and beyond. Last year the 

Giving Tree was forced to look for a new 

organization to partner with and God had a 

perfect fit in mind - Zacharias Sexual 

Abuse Center in Gurnee. 

 

God brought The Giving Tree ministry 

efforts more local and has opened the eyes 

of members of the small group, and the 

congregation at large, as we moved from 

buying kids’ toys to a variety of needs for 

women and children, who have been 

impacted by sexual abuse.  

 

This new partnership has been a two way 

blessing. The women of Amazing Grace 

have a new way of looking at an issue not 

often discussed and the people of Joy! 

have been able to participate in an 

opportunity to be generous to a specific 

group of people they may never have given 

to.  

 

The blessing for the Zacharias Center was 

that for the first time they were able to give 

something to EVERY SINGLE one of 

their clients vs. pick and choose who 

would receive a gift, like they’ve had to do 

in the past.  

 

Luann said, “You feel the Spirit through 

the people of Joy! during this time. It’s 

astounding!!” She shared that her own life 

has changed as she has watched the people 

of Joy! faithfully give to someone they 

don’t, and most likely never will, know.  

She said she has been inspired to be more 

generous herself and has stretched herself 

to give in ways she would have never done 

10 years ago. She said she listens to God's 

nudging more and responds accordingly. 

 

In all the years Luann has been a part of 

The Giving Tree, the one moment that has 

stuck with her occurred last year: She was 

told that the Center never turns away 

anyone who has been sexually abused. One 

of the clients there was a much older 

woman, who wrote a letter after receiving 

the simple gift of a book last year. Her 

letter was filled with gratitude as she 

explained she had never before received a 

gift as an adult woman and here she was 

getting one from a complete stranger and 

how very special that made her feel in that 

moment. Luann reflected on the letter of 

gratitude simply stating how that could 

have been her, or any of us, and how good 

it felt to give that woman a moment in time 

where she could feel “God's grip” on her. 

 

At Joy! our mission is to share Christ’s 

radical love so that ALL our lives are 

changed. Thank you Joy! for sharing your 

love through this ministry. Thank you, 

Amazing Grace, for leading this 

opportunity for us to share Christ's love. 

Thank you, Luann, for sharing your tears 

and joys with me as you gave me your 

story of how your life and others have 

been changed.  

Tags of Love     
                    by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coordinator 
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E 
zekial had one. Daniel 

had many. Stephen, 

John, Paul all had ones 

of heaven. Moses and 

Micaiah, too. The children will be 

having ones of sugar plums pretty 

soon. I would say most visions 

probably come out of the blue, 

without any warning signs. So, 

why are we, as a church, actively 

seeking out our vision? Good question!  

 

Our last Vision Planning, in 2010, led to three outcome goals: 

creating a framework for spiritual growth, focusing on children, 

youth and family ministries, and describing our outreach 

intentions. Over six years have passed and our goals have been 

addressed and  continue to be strong ministries of our church.  

 

As a church community, we are evolving: growing in numbers 

and in faith, our leadership skills are being sharpened and our 

community outreach is growing in intentionality and focus. But 

where are we headed exactly? I have spent many hours praying 

about this one question: “Who is Christ calling us to be and 

where is He sending us, as a church community?” Personally, I 

am over the top excited to watch the answer unfold. I know God 

is calling us each individually, working on our hearts, constantly 

changing our spirits. He is nudging us each personally, and by 

doing so, moving the entire unit!  

 

This visioning process will take 8-10 months. It began with the 

TCI online survey in which over 160 individuals participated. In 

the 1st quarter of 2017, there will be focus groups, representing 

every aspect of our congregation, that will come together to 

answer questions and, in turn, give the Vision Team insight into 

what is bubbling around the congregation. This information, 

along with a demographic study of our community, will be given 

to the Visioning Mobilization Team, which is comprised of staff, 

council and lay leaders. We will work together through multiple 

exercises, prayer and spiritual guidance during the winter/spring 

2017. At the end of that phase, God willing, we will have our 

new vision for this beautiful church.  

 

This process will NOT change who we are- we are still a “joy-

filled, Christ-centered community that is passionate about 

reaching our neighbors with Christ's radical love so that all our 

lives are changed!” This process WILL give us direction, 

momentum and guide us into the church God is calling us to be.  

 

Please keep the Visioning Team and the entire process in your 

prayers as we tune in to hear from God.  

Vision, Vision, Who’s Got a Vision? 
Council Update on the Visioning Process 
 by Robin Flory, Council President 
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...so that all lives are changed! 
      COOL Holiday Baskets 
 

 Joy! once again demonstrates its generosity towards  

 those in need, with a total of $3405 donated to the  

 food  drive. 170 in-need families enjoyed a  

 complete holiday meal at Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  DivorceCare by Mary Jo Thorson 

DivorceCare, which is open to the community, is a 14 week 

program held twice a year to bring healing to those separated or 

going through a divorce. Joy! member and group leader, Mary Jo 

Thorson, shared the following update: 

 

Wow!  I don't know what happened, but people came out of the 

woodwork!  We had 4 new attendees recently.  The conference 

room was full!  One lady even came from Wisconsin. This group 

of 16 is a dedicated group.  They consistently attend and are 

always on time. 

 

We see the healing in this room and we get to see God at work!   

I am in awe and totally excited with what God is doing here. This 

is really helping me, as well.  I didn't know I had to give so many 

presentations in Grad school and have to talk so much every 

Tuesday night.  

 

Jean Holland may not realize this yet, but she is making an 

impact with these people.  When she shares her stories, people 

listen.  I am so thankful to her for stepping up and co-leading.   

   

We don't see the total impact this class has on people, but believe 

me it is a huge.  It's changing lives.  I'm not talking about me, I'm 

just the organizer.  It's God, the video, the comfy room, the 

kindness each person has shown to one another in this class, the 

sharing of all our stories, community and more. 

 

We are thankful for the support of the church.   

 

 

 Operation Christmas Child - 

     A Journey into Generosity 
     by Cheryl O‘Neill, Director Children & Family Ministry 
 

On Sunday, November 13th, our church came together to make a 

difference in the life of a child.  Under the amazing leadership of 

our Kids’ Adventure Klub teachers, Ellie Jensen, Maia Anderson, 

Corey Pilikington, Children’s Ministry Team, Katie Fuko, Megan 

Loiacano, and the heart and hands of our kids in the 4th/5th 

Grade 10:30 On Target class lives were changed!!  I loved 

watching the smiles on the kids faces as they set up, prepared and 

served the meal, prayed, packed & wrapped shoeboxes and 

helped clean up.   

 

43 families, 134 in all, came together over 

food, fellowship and service to help pack 88 

shoeboxes to be shipped globally to children 

in need.  

 

A very special 

thank you to 

Ann & Kristi Bowman, J Loiacano 

for the extra special hands in the 

kitchen and Dave Bowman for 

taking pictures all morning.  To the 

people of Joy!... I can’t express my 

gratitude for your unending support 

of our children.  I am so very thankful to be a part of such a 

wonderful faith family! 


