
Every year without fail, someone makes 

the claim that Christ is being taken out of 

Christmas. It happened this year when 

Starbucks changed the design of their 

cups removing some of the imagery 

found on prior years cups. IMHO, the 

cups from prior years are more festive 

but none shout “Merry Christmas!” 

I’m actually glad all this red cup 

nonsense started. Because in the midst 

of it, here’s the revelation God gave me:  

“Nobody can take Christ out of 

Christmas! Christ is, and always will be, 

in Christmas! And the responsibility to 

remind people that Christ is still in 

Christmas rests on 

Christians not 

retail outlets!” 

This holiday season every 

retailor in America will be 

inviting people to walk 

through their doors to get 

ready for Christmas! Can I 

be so bold as to encourage 

you to do the same? Can I be so bold as to 

encourage you to invite people to Joy! 

throughout December (and beyond).  People 

need to be reminded that Christ is, and always 

will be, in Christmas. They need to know that 

Jesus is also known by another name; 

Emmanuel (God with us!).  God is with US! You 

may be the one person God wants to use so 

that someone knows God is with THEM! Your 

invitation could help someone start the New 

Year with hope!  

Below are worship opportunities that I hope 

you will invite someone to:                

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 115 families received a 

turkey dinner from your 

generosity thru COOL 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

 43 shoeboxes were packed 

to be shipped thru 

Operation Christmas Child 

 1st time PADS had to 

purchase food due to lack 

of food donations 

December 2015 

Christ is Always in Christmas           by Mark Brogetti, Lead Pastor 

Urban Plunge 

How would you like to walk in 

Jesus' feet for a weekend? Eat 

with those who Jesus ate with. 

Talk and share stories with the 

ones Jesus hung out with. See 

those that are unseen and help 

restore their lives while changing 

your life at the same time.  Live 

and experience a weekend like 

Jesus did.  Come join us on an 

upcoming Urban Plunge week-

end: Feb. 19-21, 2016 and  

April 15-17, 2016  

For more info, contact  

markfroseth@outlook.com. 

“Unfrozen” Christmas Family Worship Service 

 Sunday, December 13 at 9 & 10:30a.m. 

Our annual Christmas Program when Joy! children, choir 

and music team come together in praise and worship to             

celebrate the birth of Jesus! 

 

Join Us Christmas Eve  

     4pm  Family Worship Service 

  8pm & 11pm  Candlelight Services 

 

We wish everyone a Blessed Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Baptism Class 

Join us for a conversation about 

the sacrament of Baptism on 

Saturday, January 23rd at 

9:30am.  Sign up at the Children's 

Desk in the Connections 

Cafe.  For more information, con-

tact Director of Children &  Family 

Ministry 

cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org. 



October has always been my favorite month -

fall colors, cool breezes, jeans, sweatshirts, 

and, of course, my birthday.      But for the 

last 4 years November has been gaining my 

favor. Why? because I’ve spent the first 

week of the month in the beautiful country of 

El Salvador partnering with our Thrivent 

Builds/Habitat for Humanity mission trip 

from Joy! to build homes in Ahuachapan. 

I’ve come to know many gentle, faith-filled 

families in the community there. I’ve had the 

privilege of seeing an entire community 

transform from one of mostly shacks made 

from bamboo, plastic and tin to one where 

most people now have a solid, well built 

concrete 4 room home.  I’ve witnessed the 

sense of family there that lives near each 

other and sticks together. I’ve experienced 

their grand sense of gratitude and I’ve been 

amazed by their value of people- evident by 

the fact that despite the many teams that 

come through each year they remember me- 

they always remember me. 

I’ve also come to meet many wonderful 

Habitat employees who translate for us, 

watch over us- making sure we have good 

accommodations, well prepared meals, 

snacks and safe water. Who have taught us 

about the history and average living 

standards in their country and who laugh 

with us and truly want a relationship with us. 

This year, like all the others, God once again 

taught me many lessons and worked on me 

in difficult, yet wonderful ways. In particular I 

learned a lesson on humility. From the 

moment we landed in El Salvador and 

discovered our luggage wasn’t there it was 

evident we were going to need some help to 

accomplish what we hoped for the week 

ahead. I borrowed clothes from others and 

from the community we were serving in. I 

accepted gifts of deodorant & toothbrushes 

bought for the group for my boys. I borrowed 

shoes, bandanas, and hair bands from our 

Habitat guide.  

And each day that passed, I accepted more 

gifts, more help and became more trusting 

that God would provide. And He did- like He 

always does! ALL of us had shelter, food, 

water, community, and the presence of God 

amongst us. And finally on the 5th day 

without our possessions, I told God I get it. I 

don’t need those possessions. I had my boys 

and others. I had all the basics. I loved my 

days serving and I loved the nights laughing 

while playing cards. It was an awakening to 

me the bondage I was in with my simple 

possessions that were all in some sense 

replaceable items. So what 

happened next? We got our 

luggage. Gods timing- my 

lesson to learn.   

I am thankful for many things 

on this trip. For my teenage 

boys who weathered the inconvenience 

and still worked hard each day and 

participated in the community soccer game 

and enjoyed bargaining during our 

shopping expedition. I am thankful for 

Mark Flory’s steady leadership during 

trying scenarios from the delays in Houston 

to the luggage fiasco to the change in 

accommodations and plans. I am thankful 

for each person on the trip- for laughs & 

our little conversations & their kindness. 

But mostly I am thankful for God  

and how He uses everything for good.  

I’d like to share a Top 10 list we created on 

the bus after our work week was over. We 

had received our luggage and  were a tad 

slaphappy with humor… 

        continued on back page 

 

Page 2 Joy! Monthly Connections 

Humor & Humility    Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministries Coordinator 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Due to the generosity of Joy! 

families, $2305 was donated to 

COOL Food Pantry Thanksgiving 

Drive surpassing last year’s 

donation by $500! 115 families 

received a holiday dinner. 

Thank you Joy! 

Outreach, Community and 

Leadership, Oh My! 

It sure would have been easier 

for the youth on the day after 

Halloween to have slept in, 

rolled over, and ate a Hershey 

bar in bed. But they didn’t. 

More than fifteen 9-11 year 

olds came to Joy! on November 

1st itching to help lead a com-

munity outreach program.  

These Spirit filled children 

helped organize and serve for 

the Operation Christmas Child 

event: they made lemonade 

and ice water, organized wrap-

ping paper, tape and notecards, 

helped set up and serve lunch, 

collected donations, helped 

wrap shoeboxes, and cleaned 

up after lunch. The youth of our 

church amazed me! They were 

begging me for more jobs to do- 

they were so excited to help 

lead this outreach project.  

We had 24 families attend the 

Operation Christmas Child 

event and packed 43 shoe-

boxes to be shipped all over the 

world. What a wonderful way to 

open up the holiday season! 

These kids exceeded my expec-

tations for leading their first 

outreach project and the 

church rallied around these 4th 

and 5th graders.  Thank you for 

all your help and for our contin-

ued effort to help change lives! 

Robin Flory, lead teacher  

On Target KAK group 

Mom, Can I Ask Santa for Money? 

                By Katie Fuko 

This evening I gave my son, Ryan a few 

quarters for finding his 

sister, Emma's lost 

sippy cup. We had to 

run to Walgreens for a 

few things and they 

had someone from the  

Salvation Army there. 

Ryan said to me, 

 "mom, can I give the 

lady my money?" And I said, "of course, it's 

your money, you can do anything you want 

with it." So with a big smile on his face he 

put the money in, and the lady said thank 

you and that she hopes Santa brings him 

lots of nice presents.  

We went in, did our shopping, and when we 

walked out, she thanked Ryan again. Ryan 

looked up at me, and said, "mom, can I ask 

Santa for money for Christmas?" I asked 

him why and he said, "so I can give it to 

other people, who need it."  

As crazy as this kid can be, I feel so blessed 

that at 5 years old, he thinks of others!  



Bible challenge update… A special thank you to 

the children and parents who participated in 

looking for Bible verses that were highlighted in 

the Bible they received in October.  The kids took 

this challenge head on and had a blast coming 

to the Children’s Ministry Check-in Desk to share 

with me what their families did together and 

showed me the Bible verses they found! The Kids 

and their parents then received a “The Books of 

the Bible” bookmark from me. Way to go kids!! 

Family Advent Daily Devotional:  Wake up to Joy!  

All children registered for Kids’ Adventure Klub 

(KAK) will receive one at the Check-in Desk.  

There is enough days to begin this activity on 

Friday, November 27th (if you follow the 

headings at the top of each page you won’t finish 

on Christmas day).  If you have a child/children/

grandchildren, who do not participate in KAK, but 

would like one, we have a limited number of 

extra booklets and activities available at the 

Children’s Ministry Check-in Desk in the 

Connections Cafe. 

        “UnFrozen” 

Christmas Family Worship Service 

Sunday, December 13th at 9 & 10:30a.m. 

It’s beginning to sound a lot like Christmas on 

Sunday mornings here at Joy! Children have 

been practicing for several weeks now for the 

annual Christmas Program… come get filled up 

and de-stress from the stress of the Christmas 

season; you won’t want to miss worshiping with 

us! It’s truly one of my favorite worship services 

here at Joy!    

KAK have been practicing during class and 

should plan on participating in the children’s 

choir. A few weeks ago, each family received a 

music CD which has all the music and words to 

the songs.  If you did not receive one, please 

stop by the Children’s Ministry Check-In Desk.  All 

kids are encouraged to join us for dress 

rehearsal on Sat., Dec.12th from 9-10:30am.  

For more information contact Stacey Van Zeyl  

847-543-7259 or yecats77@hotmail.com  

As part of our core values at Joy! to build 

community through relationships, Children’s 

Ministry will be coordinating the annual 

breakfast following both services.  Sign-up 

sheets for needed food items as well as servant 

help are located at the Children’s Check-in Desk. 

Please sign up to help make this spirit-filled 

morning a time to come together and celebrate 

the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ!  Contact 

Katie Fuko at nre1265@gmail.com or Cheryl 

O’Neill at  Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org. 

As I write this, I am reflecting on 

Thanksgiving.  I am so very thankful to 

be part of the Joy! community and to 

partner in ministry with the  children 

and their families.  Thank you for being 

such a blessing in my life! 

Mark your calendars…  

Sundays, December 27th & January 3rd   

one Worship Service at 9:45 am   - NO KAK - 

Classes resume on January 10th, 2016 

 

 

The holidays are rolling around, and with them 

come a lot of events and happenings over in the 

Student Ministries corner.  So grab a turkey leg, a 

cup of hot cocoa and peruse our winter months 

events: 

-December 4th is our High School Lock In.  This will 

be a lot of silly fun, card games, eating ridiculous 

amounts of food, watching movies, playing games 

and hanging out until ridiculously late.  You don’t 

want to miss it!  

-We have some downtown serving trips coming 

up.  The kids have been asking to do a November 

trip (imagine, kids asking to go hang out with 

homeless people downtown!), and there will be one 

on their winter break in December, so keep your 

eyes out for the dates.  If you want to help with 

supplies, we always need hats/gloves/mittens (in 

adult and kid sizes) as well as socks, shirts and 

pants.  Please put any donations in the cart outside 

Colin’s office, and thank you!! 

-We have our Winter retreats coming up for both 

AtF (Jan 29-31) and Crossroads (Jan 15-17).  We’ll 

be going to Timberlee for tubing, tobogganing, 

cross country skiing, petting fuzzy things at their 

nature center and a great set of worship and 

teaching.  I’m really excited and this is a great way 

to knit your students into the community over a 

weekend.  So much fun, and a great pile of 

awesome kids are going.  You won’t want to miss 

out! 

We can’t wait to head into this season of hilarious 

fun and strong service.  Please contact  

colin.cranmer@joylutheran.org for more details or 

visit the student ministry website:  

www.joystudentmin.org for the low down on these 

events and more! 

Children & Family Ministry                                     by Cheryl O’Neill, Director 
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          Save the Date  

Sunday, January 24th 

Over the top FANS Celebration Chili 

& Soup Cook off! 

Following single service at 9:45 am. 

More info to come!!! 

ATF & Crossroads           

       by Colin Cranmer, Youth Director

PADS Update 

We are two months into the season 

of serving PADS at Shepherd of the 

Lakes.  It’s been a fun, but  

challenging start as we are experi-

encing a huge growth in homeless 

children.   

In October the Godfellas Small 

Group served a spectacular meal of 

salisbury steak made from venison. 

It’s my personal favorite meal that I 

look forward to each year! 

In November, Joy! Staff served a 

stuffed potato bar with many fix-

ings. This, too, was appreciated by 

the guests. 

We are in dire need of help for the 

4th Shift,  hours are from 4:30 to 

7:30 or 8:00am. Tasks involve: 

cleaning sleeping area and putting 

away pads and blankets, waking 

guests for breakfast and setting up 

the Sanctuary for Service. No expe-

rience needed, we will train you!  

We desperately need a leader to 

work this shift and are flexible as to 

how many Tuesday mornings per 

month you would serve. Please 

consider this role as it is vital to our 

ministry and we are desperate to 

find a willing servant. 

For more information, please con-

tact Cathy Kramer at  

cathykramer@ameritech.net or  

847-731-7643. 



 

 

TOP 10 reasons YOU should go to El Salvador…….. 

               continued from page 2 

10. To have an International travel experience- visiting new places & 

learning about a new culture  

9. Opportunity to reunite with old friends you’ve met at Joy or on a past 

trip to El Salvador 

8. To experience the grand sense of community during a soccer game & 

be reminded of your age 

7. To learn a new skill from the Salvadoran masons & note how nothing 

goes to waste in the building process 

6. To eat different foods wonderfully prepared by the ladies of the 

community co-op 

5. To witness generosity at its finest as you are heaped with gifts of 

gratitude (and sometimes even clothing!)  

4. To share a candlelight dinner with a mix of folks you hadn’t imagined 

from your church 

3. To see the real relationship between Joy! and Habitat El Salvador 

especially with translator, Francis, who takes you to her mom’s bakery 

for truly yummy treats! 

2. To see roaming cows on beach as you walk the 

beautiful coast on your day of rest  

And the number reason………. 

1. To give United Airlines another chance to get it 

right  

749 S. Hunt Club Rd. 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

Phone: 847-362-4569 

www.joylutheran.org Joy! Lutheran Church 

The Joy! Finance Committee wishes to thank everyone for their 

contributions and gifts for 2015.  We have an amazing Count Ministry team 

that counts offerings each week and prepares the deposit.  If you would like 

to be part of this committee, please see Sue Gearica.  Rotation is usually 

once every five or six weeks.  

Through October, we were $14,511 behind our budget for General Fund 

Offerings, but we know November and December are good months to bring 

us back closer to budget.  Just a reminder, gifts for Missionary Support, 

COOL Food Pantry, Quilt Ministry, PADS, and Library have their own 

budgeted line for this fiscal year and we ask if your offering could be 

directed to the General Fund to help support those ministries. 

SMILEAMAZON.COM – Joy! will receive .05% of every purchase made thru 

SmileAmazon.com.  Log in and simply follow the instructions to make your 

Amazon purchases and Joy! ministries will benefit.  

2015 CONTRIBUTIONS – All contributions to be recorded in 2015 must be 

received by 12/31/15 to be on current year contribution statements.   

Contributions received after 12/31/15 with a 2015 check date will be 

recorded as a 2016 gift.  

2016 ENVELOPES – Be on the lookout for your 2016 envelopes beginning 

November 29th.  Please pickup  your envelopes to save on postage. 

  

Thank you Joy! for your commitment to do one thing differently!  

As we have learned through this sermon series, generosity valued 

and practiced makes others different and makes us different.  We 

appreciate you for stepping out as a community to commit to 

changing lives together! 

Thanks to everyone who turned in their pledge cards!  As of 

November 22nd (Commitment Sunday), our pledge totals were: 

General Fund Pledges   $428,919 

% Family United Pledged   36% 

If you didn’t return your pledge card yet, there’s still time! You can 

turn in a pledge in the offering basket in the next few weeks or 

mail it to the Church office to the attention of Sue Gearica, 

Financial Manager.  

If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl McCumber at 

badgerfamily5@comcast.net. 

Finances                        by Sue Gearica, Financial Manager         Be Different Pledge Update                    from Stewardship Team 


