
2015 will be a year when we invite, 

encourage, and challenge the congregation to 

go deep!  

“Go deep!” It’s said in the huddle by 

quarterbacks in Super Bowl games to the 

wide receiver on the team. And it’s said by 

Jewish rabbis recruiting fisherman for their 

evangelism team. “Go deep!”  

One day, after Jesus had finished teaching he 

noticed a group of fishermen whose nets 

were empty. 

Luke 5:4 “When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and 

let down the nets for a catch.’” 

Nowhere does scripture suggest that Jesus 

had an aptitude for fishing. Carpenter, yes! 

Fisherman, no! And yet, he boldly yells out to 

people who fish for a living to drop their nets 

one more time. Peter makes it clear that they 

have tried that already, but Peter takes a risk 

and goes deep. 

Luke 5:5-7 “Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve 

worked hard all night and haven’t caught 

anything. But because you say so, I will let 

down the nets.’ When they had done so, they 

caught such a large number of fish that their 

nets began to break. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help 

them, and they came and filled both boats so 

full that they began to sink.” 

Jesus was teaching Peter a valuable lesson, if 

you want to catch fish, keep trying and go 

deep. That strategy works when you’re fishin’ 

for perch. It works when you are becoming 

the Christ-follower God has in mind; moving 

from fan to follower. 

 

 

In 2015 Joy!’s Adult Spiritual Growth Team and 

Worship Team have been entrusted to chart the 

sermon series course and provide spiritual growth 

opportunities that will lead our congregation into a 

time to go deeper and grow spiritually.  

Watch for opportunities to grow in each of the listed 

areas: 

 

I am excited for the journey ahead! I am excited to 

see what God does in this season of growth! As 

always, I am humbled and grateful to be your 

pastor!  

Amen? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

            

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 Women’s Annual Christ-

mas Dinner was sold out. 

 323 panties & 6 bras 

were collected at above 

dinner for Safe House. 

 Children’s Christmas 

Program & Community 

Breakfast a huge success. 

 Kids at PADS shopped for 

Christmas gifts. 

 24 ATF youth served 

homeless downtown. 

 Record number of volun-

teers leading worship. 

 Triple Threat pledge re-

sults show many new 

volunteers are being add-

ed to different ministries. 

 685 people attended 

Christmas Eve worship. 
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2015 a Year to Go Deep! 
by Mark Borgetti, Lead Pastor 

We wish you      

and your family      

a healthy, blessed        

New Year!! 

The women of Amazing Grace 

thank you for partnering with 

us once again to demonstrate 

Christ’s love to the children and 

families served by One Hope 

United.  175 children and 

young adults received gifts, a 

$100 donation was made to 

One Hope United’s holiday gift 

program and an additional 25 

people were blessed by the 

donated gift cards.  Thank you 

for sharing the Joy! of       

Christmas through your     

amazing generosity! 



The adult Spiritual Growth team 

has been working together to 

evaluate and create continued 

opportunities for our Joy! folks to 

grow in and through in the new 

year. Recently we sent 7 Joy! 

members to take an “urban 

plunge” and go live with Sherilyn 

Sheets, co-founder of 

JUSTembrace, for a weekend to see 

if this is a future option for Joy! 

members to partake in on their 

spiritual journey. Meet Sherilyn 

AKA: Sher……. 

Sher Sheets is the founder of 

JUSTembrace, which is a nonprofit 

based in the Chicago community of 

Uptown. JUSTembrace began on 

Christmas Day 2010. The goal is to 

be a catalyst for incarnational 

ministry in Uptown and beyond, 

through both programmatic and 

non-programmatic avenues of 

community building. Monthly 

birthday parties at a local shelter, 

holiday dinners, monthly sole care 

clinics for the community and 

weekly gatherings for spiritual 

discussions for anyone are just a 

few of the current expressions of  

JUSTembrace. Their ultimate goal is 

to equip people to live lifestyles of 

restoration by focusing our lives 

and message on the three values of 

Hospitality, Inclusivity and 

Generosity. 

Sher’s passion for this type of 

community presence began when 

she decided to forgo her own 

birthday party in lieu of throwing a 

birthday party at Union Station for 

the homeless. 

Sher says, “That day in late 

September of 2008, I saw a 

miracle that changed the way I 

viewed my life. Young adults from 

the suburbs celebrating life with 

homeless men and women on 

Chicago’s streets 

– strangers and 

unlikely friends 

gathering to 

simply celebrate 

the gift of life.” 

She adds, “I did 

not know the kind 

of community we 

shared at Union 

Station was 

possible. When it 

“worked” – 

meaning, deep 

and lasting friendships were 

developed despite social barriers – 

I started to grow fixated on the 

small miracle of restored identity as 

myself and others were deeply 

changed and healed through 

simply spending time together.” 

This eventually led to Sher deciding 

to share what she has learned and 

how she lives with others- our Joy! 

folks being her 2nd group to do 

this. Sher described the weekend 

with Joy! as “ A truly restorative 

weekend.” 

As one of the seven to attend, I 

personally found Sher inspiring, 

giving me lots to chew on as I look 

at who I am and how I use my 

strengths in ministry. I found the 

opportunity to be in the presence of 

and develop relationships with the 

homeless residents of the Uptown 

area highly rewarding and had my 

eyes opened in a way that’s 

humbling.  

Look for more information about 

future Urban Plunge opportunities 

as we move into 2015 and watch 

out for more stories from the seven 

who took a leap of faith to attend 

the very first weekend. Keep Sher 

and her JUSTembrace team in your 

prayers and learn more at: 

www.facebook.com/JUSTembrace/

timeline 

www.twitter.com/justembrace 

www.youtube.com/user/

aJUSTembrace 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Group has     

BIG Impact! 

Joy! is filled with many small groups 

that come together to grow in God’s 

word, support one another and serve 

others.  

Joyous Vagabonds, is made up of 16 

men & women over age 65. They 

enjoy bible study together, make 

time for fellow-ship and have 

collaborated with the Avon Food 

Pantry for years.  

The Avon Food Pantry is located in 

Round Lake and provides food and 

essentials to those in need. They 

have fed over 28,000 township 

residents.  

This year Joyous Vagabonds 

donated 27 Birthday Bags to the 

food pantry. Each bag contained: 

cake mix, frosting & birthday candles 

all wrapped in tissue paper in a 

decorative birthday bag for residents 

in need to enjoy! 

A big thanks to this group for their 

thoughtful efforts to share the love of 

Christ with others in such a "sweet" 

way! 

Taking a Plunge—Urbran Style              by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coordinator 
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1/10/15  1:30p.m. Baptism 

Class 

1/11/15  Kids Adventure 

Klub (KAK) classes resume 

Congratulations to Grace 

Elizabeth Wiser and Brantley 

Joseph Mathews on joining 

our faith family through   

Baptism! 

Joy! Lutheran Church 

749 S. Hunt Club Rd. 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

Phone: 847-362-4569 

www.joylutheran.org 

Supporting  

C.O.O.L. Run 

Joy! members showed support 

for the Cool Food Drive and 

5K run Fundraiser Event  held 

on Sat., Nov 29th at Old 

School Forest Preserve. Kate 

& Greg Forch and Mike Turchi 

gave some hope to the hungry 

in Lake county while running 

off a little of the Thanksgiving 

meal.  

Baptism Class 

Join us for a conversation 

about the sacrament of    

Baptism on Saturday, Jan. 10, 

2015 at 1:30pm.  Sign up at 

the Children's Desk in the 

Connections Cafe.  For more 

information, contact Director 

of Children &  Family Ministry                      

cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org. 

If you would like to be     

connected to a Small 

Group, please contact    

Relational Ministries      

Director, Jenelle Ancona at 

jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org 


