
It was the end of July five years ago. I 

was doing what I always do at the end of 

the month; pay the bills. Every month I 

also hoped the credit card bill was 

reasonable and that our checking 

account had a positive balance. I won’t 

bore you with all the details, but I will tell 

you our money management strategy 

was not working. With our savings 

account hovering around $0 the thought 

occurred to me that we may have to 

borrow against our home to pay the 

August bills. My stress was over the top!  

When it came to money matters, July 

31st was a turning point in the Borgetti 

household. We had to make a choice, 

would we choose to get serious about 

savings or continue to practice wishful 

thinking at the end of each month. We 

had to make a choice, would we choose 

to continue with our failed money 

management plan, or would we choose 

to get serious about following a budget.  

With God’s help, we made a faithful 

decision and started to practice proven 

financial principals. Within a month or so 

there was a payoff, but not what I 

expected. There were no money 

windfalls! But I did experience peace. 

Real peace! Peace that I had never 

experienced before when it came to 

money matters! 

And that is my hope for you when it 

comes to your own personal money 

matters … PEACE!!! 

Which is why I am ecstatic about our 

three-week January sermon series 

Money Matters. With God’s 

help may we all grow a little 

more peaceful around 

money matters.  

Now, let’s be honest, people 

often get uncomfortable talking about money 

matters in church. But Jesus never did. Jesus 

spoke about money quite often. Jesus taught 

that we should manage our resources and 

plan accordingly.  

Luke  14:29 "Suppose one of you wants to 

build a tower. Will he not first sit down and 

estimate the cost to see if he has enough 

money to complete it?”  

Jesus reminded us not to worry about our 

resources: 

Matthew 6:25 “Therefore I tell you, do not 

worry about your life, what you will eat or 

drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more than food, and the body more 

than clothes?” 

Maybe Jesus had much to say about money 

because Jesus knew how much people would 

stress about money. So let’s follow scripture 

and Jesus’s lead and start the money 

conversation in church. With God’s help, may 

we all become a little more peaceful about 

money matters. 

 January 3 - Be Content  

 January 10 - Be Prepared  

 January 17 - Be Specific 

With God’s help may we all 

discover contentment and peace. 

** 

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 Family Christmas Program 

& Breakfast huge success 

 KAK hallway theming 

complete 

 2016 pledges: 132 pledges 

$515,539 

 Youth Zone ceiling still 

leaking 

 PADS volunteers needed 

 Meals Ministry volunteers 

needed 

January 2016 

My Stress was Over the Top!           by Mark Brogetti, Lead Pastor 

Baptism Class 

Join us for a conversation about 

the Sacrament of Baptism on 

Sat., 1/23/16 at 9:30am 

Sign up on the kiosk in the  

Connections Café. Please  

contact Director of Children &  

Family Ministry,  

Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org 

with questions. 

Kids Adventure Klub 

(KAK) Classes resume 

1/10/16 



The Housing First Program is pleased to 

announce that Steve (not his real name) 

has been successfully housed! Steve is the 

first person to be housed through our 

funding. Thanks to all the faithful members 

and friends of Joy! Lutheran church - you 

have changed this person's life! 

Steve has an advanced degree and has a 

work background in science and finance, 

but  has been utilizing the emergency 

shelter at PADS since 2011. Steve said in 

the past two years he has been struggling to 

find employment, but he will not stop trying 

to find a job every day.  

Steve is a father of two grown children and 

wants to regain his independence and 

volunteer to give back to the community 

that helps him out so much. Steve said that 

he has been struggling psychologically due 

to seeing misfortune daily during his 

unemployment. He stays strong by reading 

and listening to music and recovers inner 

peace when he is feeling down about his 

situation by being in nature. 

Our Case Manager had the pleasure of 

meeting with Steve at his new, very own 

apartment. Steve met her down in the entry 

way, smiling. He expressed how he is very 

happy to be in an apartment and went on to 

describe how he has been sleeping very 

well, but always wakes up at 5 am to start 

his day applying for jobs. Steve stated that 

he feels like a weight has been lifted off of 

his shoulders and feels like he can think 

clearer and feels less depressed.  

Steve feels proud to be able to have 

someone in “his” apartment and to be able 

to cook his own food. He said he wants to 

work hard to stay in the apartment and is 

very grateful for everyone who has helped. 

Right now, Steve is working on getting 

donated furniture for his apartment and 

looking for employment. 

  

Recently at PADS, with our Relational 

Ministry, I was able to be in the moment 

and watch the people we’re developing 

relationships with. Instead of being 

focused on looking for who I could eat  

and have a possible conversation with, I 

sat back for a while and just watched 

people while they were checking in, and 

waiting, and talking, preparing their pad, 

and milling about. I saw someone watch 

another guest’s bag (their entire 

belongings probably). One woman raced 

over to hug another woman she knew.  

Rose was having a conversation with a 

guest she knew and introduced me to 

him. I got to hear him and Rose catch up 

about how he was doing, and his children 

and grandchildren – and he asked about 

Rose’s “better half.”  

When one man sat down at the dinner 

table another man leaned over and said 

I’ve got something I want to show you 

later, I think it will help in your job search.  

I sat next to a woman who was telling 

another guest, whom she obviously knew, 

how happy she was that she was going to 

start a job in Woodstock on Wednesday.  

As I lingered over my empty plate and 

bowl I started having a great conversation 

with Fredrick, one of the regular guests. 

We talked about our educations, our 

families, our ministries, and a desire to 

learn another language. He asked how 

often I come here and I said about 2 

times per month. I told him that I enjoy 

getting to know people and just hanging 

out. Although it’s great to be on the 

serving side of the counter, I really like 

being on this side of the counter and 

growing relationships. He said, “It’s 

building a community. We are a 

community. We look out for one another, 

know each other’s business, and even 

pray for each other. We are a 

community.” I held my tears until I got in 

the car later, but it hit me how profound 

Fredrick’s words were – we are a 

community.  

This amazing PADS Relational Ministry we 

have is a part of the community. We’d 

love for your to join us. 
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Urban Plunge 

How would you like to walk in 

Jesus' feet for a weekend? Eat 

with those who Jesus ate with. 

Talk and share stories with the 

ones Jesus hung out with. See 

those that are unseen and help 

restore their lives while changing 

your life at the same time.  Live 

and experience a weekend like 

Jesus did.  Come join us on an 

upcoming Urban Plunge week-

end: Feb. 19-21, 2016 and  

April 15-17, 2016  

For more info, contact  

markfroseth@outlook.com. 

Joy! Provides Housing  
                                                                by Mark Froseth 

We Are a Community 
       by Joe Duea 

The Run for Hunger 

Joy! Members Michael Morse 

and Mike Turchi participated in 

the 5th annual Cool Food Pantry 

5k run for Hunger Event held on 

Nov 28th at the Old School  

Forest Preserve. The event had 

approximately 300 participants 

and raised over $6,000 for the 

ministry - God is Good.  

                    Your Generosity 

As of the end of December, our 2016 ‘Be Different’ 

pledge totals are: 

 $515,539 (132 pledges) to the General Fund 

($20,000 increase from last year) 

 $10,234 new pledges to the 2014-2016 Capital 

Campaign Fund (So That Lives Are Changed) 

Thank you Joy! for your amazing generosity and  

commitment!  God is Good! 

Financial Peace U 

coming  

February 2016! 



Family Worship & Breakfast  

A very special thank you to Stacey VanZeyl for sharing her 

passion for children participating in worship. I would also like 

to thank all the children, Jen Marvin, the choir and drama 

team who made this Family Worship “UnFrozen: Do you want 

to meet a Savior” a reality.  Thank you, Katie Fuko, who 

coordinated our breakfast, to all who set-up the Connections 

Cafe, helped in the kitchen, cleaned up, and to everyone who 

brought food to share for breakfast!  Family Worship 

supports our core values of raising children & youth in Christ, 

encouraging each person to grow in Christ; building a loving 

community through intentional relationships (during 

breakfast); and revealing God through innovation and risk-

taking. What a great way to celebrate the birth of our Savior, 

together as a family of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Family Ministry              by Cheryl O’Neil, Director Page 3 

Children’s Space Commissioning 

I am beyond excited that on Sunday,  

December 13th, Pastor Mark & I had the  

opportunity to re-commission our  

children’s space.  One of our core values  

here at Joy! is raising children and youth  

in Christ. Jesus said, “Bring the little children to me.” So 

every Sunday parents bring their children to Jesus 

through our Sunday school called Kids Adventure Klub 

(KAK). For the past 6 months, some very dedicated 

individuals, The Moser Family, Connie, her husband, 

Mike, her mom, Carol, and her sister, Jodi, have been 

using their creative talents to put some “adventure” in 

KAK ministry.  We are so very grateful for all they did to 

make this space inviting to our children and their 

families. 

When Jesus came into the world, He became a child 

and grew in wisdom, age, and grace in God’s eyes and 

of all who knew him. Jesus welcomed children, believed 

in their dignity, and held them up as a model for all who 

are seeking the kingdom of God. Our prayer is that with 

God’s help, we continue what Jesus began. With our 

KAK team, “Navigator Nick & Nancy” and the creative 

space, we can help our children develop into the               

Christ-followers God had in mind: that their faith grows,  

the Spirit guides them, and that their love for others be 

instilled in them. 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of  the entire Children’s Ministry Team we wish you and your families 

a very blessed 2016!  I look forward to partnering with you in ministry and can’t 

wait to see where God takes us this year!!  It’s going to be an adventure and 

grateful for the Joy! family to share it with!!!!  



obtained all this, or have already been 

made perfect, but I press on to take 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 

hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12, NIV). 

Do the hard work needed to build 

community 

Join the1st Impressions team at Joy! to 

help cultivate a culture where we see the visitor and not 

only greet them, but invite them into our conversations.  

Join a small group and support other Christians. “And 

let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 

people do, but encourage one another, especially now 

that the day of his return is drawing near.”  (Heb 10:25, 

NLT) 

Quit comparing myself to other Christians, other 

leaders and other churches.  

Wake up every morning and say I am an image bearer 

of God- wonderfully & beautifully made. God loves me 

just the way I am and yet too much to leave me just the 

way I am. Turning his head, Peter noticed the disciple 

Jesus loved following right behind.  When Peter noticed 

him, he asked Jesus, "Master, what's going to happen 

to him?" Jesus said, "If I want him to live until I come 

again, what's that to you? You — follow me." That is how 

the rumor got out among the brothers that this disciple 

wouldn't die. But that is not what Jesus said. He simply 

said, "If I want him to live until I come again, what's that 

to you?"  

(John 21:20-23, Msg) 

Read more 

Check out the variety of books available in our Joy! 

library. “Timothy, please come as soon as you can. … 

When you come, be sure to … bring my books …”                     

(II Timothy 4:9,13 NLT) 

Love people, not just crowds 

Consider mentoring a child through Kids Hope. Support 

a congregation member by making them a meal during 

a time of need through our Meals Ministry. 

Find a prayer partner and invest deeply in that 

relationship. Introduce yourself to someone new on 

Sunday and begin a conversation. “If I speak with 

human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, 

I'm nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak 

God's Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and 

making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that 

says to a mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I don't 

love, I'm nothing. If I give everything I own to the poor 

and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I 

don't love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I 

say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without 

love.” (I Corinthians 13:1-3, Msg). 

Recently I read a blog by Dr. JE White that was the 

inspiration for this article. You will read portions of his blog 

along with my commentary as we look ahead to 2016. I 

hope it gives you food for thought as we approach a new 

year full of new beginnings and opportunities. 

It's that time of year again. We're going to lose weight, 

exercise more, get out of debt, stick to a budget, stop 

smoking, save for the future and spend more time with 

family. 

We make resolutions because we want to bring change to 

bear on our circumstances.  We want to improve ourselves 

and our quality of life. And the top resolutions, for most 

people, tend to revolve around the same three 

poles: money, health and family. 

But what would a set of New Year's resolutions look like for 

you and your church, your role in ministry, or simply as 

someone who wants to live a life of strategic Kingdom 

investment? Dr. White admitted that while many more 

could be added, here were 8 he offered to begin to 

consider. And here are some practical ways to begin to turn 

each new resolution into reality: 

Pray more  

How to start? Pray using the acronym ACTS- adoration; 

confession; thanksgiving & supplication. Unsure what or 

who to pray for? Join our prayer team to pray for the things 

that weigh on our congregations hearts while in the comfort 

of your home. So he said to me, "This is the word of the 

LORD … ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says 

the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6, NIV). 

Invest in my spiritual gift(s) 

How do you discover your gifts? Start by taking our free 

assessment at joylutheran.org- Adult tab. Looking for areas 

to use your gifts in? Contact me! “Do not neglect the 

spiritual gift you received through the prophecy spoken 

over you when the elders laid their hands on you. Give your 

complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into 

these tasks so that everyone will see your progress.”  

(I Timothy 4:14-15, NLT). 

Get more intentional about evangelism 

Frequent places where people hang out-(Starbucks, 

Panera) & get to know the workers and regulars there. 

Consider borrowing our Just Walk Across the Room study 

and doing it with your small group. “Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have.” (1 Peter 3:15, TNIV) 

Care for myself spiritually 

Sign up for our adult retreat opportunity called Faithful 

Journey which will be held March 4-6 and devote a 

weekend to doing just this. “Not that I have already 

A NEW Kind of New Year’s Resolutions     By Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coordinator 
Page 4 



A few weeks ago, I was able to give a sermon 

on service and taming one's personal me-

monster.  Christmas seems to be an odd 

time--society at large is buying and 

consuming in order to give away.  We are 

stressing ourselves in order to give the best 

of the best to those that we love.  It's sort of 

an odd paradox, if you think about it.  I want 

to create "a moment"--for my kids, my family 

so that when they open what I've given them, 

they feel some sort of intangible magic.   

That's really the whole point, right? But the 

search for just the right way to do that is so 

stressful! 

 

I was given a moment of "intangible magic" in 

the past month.  A group of guys, many of 

whom had never met past a brief "hi," all 

showed up on the doorstep of one of our 

Love Inc. families.  If you haven't heard of 

Love Inc. it is one of the coolest ministries in 

Lake County, connecting families currently in 

need with churches and resources; from a 

ride to an appointment, to baby showers for 

new moms, and, what we were showing up to 

do, light construction.  A family of eight 

needed the carpet ripped out of their house 

and laminate floor laid down so that their two 

year old with respiratory illness could breathe 

easier.   

 

The magic was actually not in the family's 

response, though it was as cool as you'd 

imagine.  The magic, for me at least, was in 

the response of our crew coming in.  It was 

like something electrified them.  People on a 

mission are some of the most focused, 

resilient people.  We had five rooms to rip 

carpet out of, and those same five rooms 

needed laminate laid down and we had a 

single day to do it in.  There were people of 

all ages ripping stuff up, measuring stuff out, 

sawing out pieces like a good natured 

Lutheran machine.  (One of my favorite 

Garrison Keillor quotes is "I do believe this: 

These Lutherans are the sort of people you 

could call up when you're in deep distress.  If 

you're dying, they'll comfort you.  If you're 

lonely, they'll talk to you.  And if you're 

hungry, they'll give you tuna salad!")   

Trips to the hardware store 

were made, chili was brought 

by our lunch crew and 

consumed, but as I looked 

around, I saw the 

magic.  Guys who didn't know 

each other were giving each other bear 

hugs over a job well done.  I looked over 

and one of my friends was showing one 

of my high school boys from youth group 

the finer points of laying click-lock 

laminate flooring.  It was apparent.  In 

helping a family, we created one. 

 

Now, I'm not trying to add another thing 

on to your Christmas plate.  Service can 

be done at any time, year round.  That 

intangible magic is always available, but 

this is what I'd like to impart to my girls 

as they grow up: to get the magic, you 

have to give yourself.  

 

Taming the Me-Monster                                    by Colin Cranmer, Youth Director 
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College Cares will be packing 

care packages on Feb 9. If you 

would like your actively enrolled 

Joy! college student to receive 

love from home, please complete 

and return the registration form 

along with $15 shipping fee by 

1/31. Remember to bring 50 

items with you to share on 

packing night. 

If you have any questions, please 

email Pat DeBreau at 

debreaufamily@sbcglobal.net 

 

Never too Young to  

Learn Sharing                

      by Cheryl Oneill 

As part of Kids’ Adventure Klub, 

children will be receiving offering 

envelopes for 2016 when they 

check in at the Welcome Desk. 

Please help your children learn 

about stewardship by teaching 

them to share their change and 

other resources.  We believe 

learning about stewardship at an 

early age is part of our faith 

walk, being a blessing to others 

and bringing faith into the home.  

Offering is taken during class 

time each week and children 

love to participate.  



           Soup & Chili Challenge 
Sunday, January 24th following  single 9:45am  

worship service  

We're inviting the entire community for a soup and chili 

cook off with games for the whole family. One of the 

greatest joys of the early church were the times they spent 

together in fellowship over a meal. Moments together with 

our brother and sisters in Christ matter. So, come and 

make your moments matter while surrounded by 

community.  

There will be: 

 Food for everyone 

 Games for the whole family 

 A photo booth 

 And of course … a soup and chili challenge 

So bring: 

 Your appetite 

 A can of soup or chili for the C.O.O.L. Food Pantry 

And if you are up to the challenge, register for the 

challenge via the website or on the kiosk in the 

Connections Café. 

Contact: Katie Fuko nre1265@gmail.com or 

Cheryl.oneill@joutheran.org 

 

So many enjoyed participating in the two adult Bible 

Studies offered in the fall, we are continuing them after 

the New Year. It’s a great way “to grow spiritually” while 

“meeting other members” and “sharing one’s faith 

point of view.” The Sunday morning “time was 

convenient” and “worked best” for some. 

Starting January 10th during the 

10:30am service, our intern, Peter, 

will lead a study on Exodus. 

Pastor Al will continue to study the 

book of John the four Sundays in 

February at 9am.  Join us as we use 

prayer, study, discussion, art and film 

to experience the passion narratives of John.  

Sign up for either Bible Study via the website or on the 

kiosk in the Connections Café. If you have any 

questions, please contact markfroseth@outlook.com. 

 

 

 

749 S. Hunt Club Rd. 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

Phone: 847-362-4569 
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Adult Bible Studies            by Mark Froseth

The weekend will include: 

 Worship 

 Testimonials (a chance to hear from others about a 

part of their faith journeys) 

 Small Group Time 

 Meals 

 Free Time! 

 Unique Educational Opportunities  

This will be a fantastic opportunity to grow in your faith as 

well as spend time in fellowship with other Joy! members. 

Cost is $195 per person* which includes Saturday meals, 

Sunday breakfast and two nights at the resort, as well as 

retreat materials. Registration will open mid-Jan and will be 

limited. If you have any questions, please contact 

tomkeefe1@comcast.net or Cynthia Giessberger at 

clgeissberger@sbcglobal.net. 

* Scholarships are available—do not let the cost keep you 

away! 

Faithful Journey Adult Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Begins Friday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

Ends Sunday, March 6 at (Noon) 

Are you an adult at Joy! who is interested in "A focused 

opportunity for spiritual growth, strengthening relationships, 

and finding direction for deepening your Christian faith"? If 

so, you do not want to miss this opportunity for our all-new 

adult retreat! 

The retreat will take place at the Siena Retreat Center in 

Racine, Wisconsin. This is a beautiful facility that offers: 

 Private bedrooms (including a limited number of 

bedrooms for two guests) 

 Numerous meeting areas 

 A chapel 

 Full-service dining area 

 Beautiful scenery 

 


