
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth…  Psalm 98:4 
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December 2012 

Joyful Noise 

    
The church council & staff of Joy! The church council & staff of Joy! The church council & staff of Joy! The church council & staff of Joy!     

Wish you & your family Wish you & your family Wish you & your family Wish you & your family     
a very, Merry Christmas a very, Merry Christmas a very, Merry Christmas a very, Merry Christmas     

and a happy, healthy New Year!and a happy, healthy New Year!and a happy, healthy New Year!and a happy, healthy New Year!    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    

Family Christmas ProgramFamily Christmas ProgramFamily Christmas ProgramFamily Christmas Program    
Recapture the sweet, classic feeling of Christmas as our own Joy! Kids invade 

Sunday morning services to put on the Christmas story for us.  It's hard to be 

Christmas-frazzled when you're watching these little lambs dressed up as, well, 

lambs :)  So come in out of the cold and get that warm Christmas glow with us 

and our choir at the Christmas family worship service! Sunday, December 16th  at 

9:00am & 10:30am. We will gather for a community breakfast after each service. 

 

If you would like to help out by donating food, helping to serve or set-up/clean up 

please contact Stacey Van Zeyl at  yecats71@hotmail.com or 847-543-7259. Sign 

up sheets are on the kiosk. 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Family ServiceChristmas Eve Family ServiceChristmas Eve Family ServiceChristmas Eve Family Service    

December 24,December 24,December 24,December 24,    4:00pm4:00pm4:00pm4:00pm    
Experience Christmas together as a family as we explore the scents, sounds and 

sights of Christmas in this imaginative walk through the nativity story. Connect-

ing carols and characters through insights into the Bethlehem landscape, Joy!   

Lutheran Church offers a warm, inviting, sensory-filled environment to experi-

ence the Christmas story in a new way!  We can't wait to celebrate with you! 

 

 

 

  

V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx     
Please celebrate the birth 

of our Savior: 
 

4:00pm Family Service 

An experiential worship 

service for families with 

children.  
7:00pm & 11:00pm 

Candlelight Services 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars!! 

There will be one worship 

service at 9:45am on: 

12/30/12 

1/6/13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nursery has been 

moved to room 3 during 

construction. 
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Pastor Al’s Care Column 

        

 

      
 The Good Samaritan, by He Qi,     
a contemporary Chinese  Christian Artist 

 

Living in the Land of Until Advent, 2012 
 

We are in the season of Advent and this season is actually 

counter-cultural. The culture of the church season is a time to 

slow down, a time to reflect, a time to sit in patient waiting un-

til……  until God brings into being the promise that he has in 

store for us. But the commercial world robs the church of this 

great tradition. Black Friday forces us into a frenzied shopping 

spree that promises instant gratification, and it puts on a race 

track from early November until late December. 
 

The Church, instead, reminds us that we live in the Land of 

Until—until he comes again; until Christ drinks the wine in 

heaven anew;  until the Kingdom comes; until the child is born 

in Bethlehem.  In my sermon on Sunday, November 25, I 

shared a personal reflection on my time of living in the Land of 

Until when I was diagnosed with cancer in 1995. Bonnie’s life 

and my life was a time of waiting, a time of not knowing, a 

time of waiting until, until the tests were back, until we made 

another appointment, until we saw another doctor, until we 

chose a treatment program.  Living in this Land of Until gave 

me a stark reminder that Advent is not just a theme in worship; 

it is actually a rhythm of life which invites us to examine the 

moment  and anticipate the promise that will come.  
 

The fact that the outcome is not always what we want does not 

negate the fact that God will bring a promise. At JOY! we are 

in a time of “until”—until the new pastor arrives. We are in an 

interim period, and the Church Council has made a bold deci-

sion.  Three interim pastors will be sharing the ministry of this 

church.  This time of “until”  at JOY! will be a time where we 

move ahead, patiently, carefully, and prayerfully, living in 

God’s Until. 
 

My part in this interim period is to provide pastoral care to our 

congregation. Not one of you  at JOY! should ever feel you 

have to face any life situation alone. The Church is here to walk 

with you, to pray with you, to provide nurture and care for you. 

I will do my best to be at both services each Sunday; I will have 

some limited hours in the Church Office on Tuesday & Thurs-

days, and I am available anytime by phone 224-612-0307 or 

email Pastor.Al@joylutheran.org   We do live in the Land of 

Until, not just in the  season of Advent. This is the way of God. 

We live in faith until God’s promise comes.  It is my hope that 

as Interim Pastor for   Pastoral Care, I can help JOY! live into 

God’s promises.  May your Advent be filled with Hope and 

Promise.  

   Peace of Christ be with you,   

     Pastor Al 

We are Very Blessed! 
 

The council has been busy these last few months.  After cele-

brating Scott's six years with us and saying goodbye in mid 

October we've been focused on the path forward in our transi-

tion.  Before we took our next step we gathered a lot of infor-

mation and view points from staff to understand what are the 

key needs for our interim.  We decided during that time that 

one of the better things we could do would be to get people 

who were engaged and serving from their strengths and serv-

ing with passion.  On November 18th we announced our new 

interims - and there are three of them - each of them bringing 

their talents to the mix!   
 

Pastor Al Caldwell will be our Pastoral Care Interim Minister 

and will minister to the many who need care and healing.   

 

Pastor John Holm will be serving as our Administrative In-

terim Pastor.  In that role he will work regularly with staff and 

council; he will oversee operations and will be engaged in part 

in our confirmation process.   
 

 

Pastor Dale Ziemer will be our Worship/Preaching    Interim 

Pastor.  Dale (an ELCA minister) joins us from the Center for 

Parish Development where he is a director.  He will be work-

ing closely with Laura Kline and the Worship Arts team as he 

preaches at Joy! He's very excited about joining us in this role.  

Please take some time during this holiday season to introduce 

yourself to Dale and welcome him into our community! 
 

With our interims in place, council is starting to focus on the 

next steps in our journey -  the MSP or Mission Site Profile.  

While the MSP is a profile of Joy! - we wish it to be much 

more. We're seeking to tell the story of Joy! and of the journey 

we are on and our hopes of what the future of Joy! could be. 

To accomplish this we'll be forming a team to create the story 

and build the profile.  Stay tuned for more on this subject!   
 

We hope to see you at the Council Coffee Clutch throughout 

December. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What’s happening IN…? By Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministries Coordinator….. 

 

IN Connections Ministry- 

On November 18th Joy! welcomed two new member families. The Steckenrider family consists of Kirk, Belinda, Kyle & Bethany. Kirk & 

Belinda met at Southern Il University. They have been married for 13 years.  Kirk works as a maintenance tech for Nichols Aluminum and 

Belinda is a detective for Libertyville Police. Kyle is 6 years old and Bethany is 3 years old.  
 

The Cibula family is David, Patricia, Nathan & Rachael.  They moved to this area in March. They have been married for 23 years. David 

works for Hospira and Patricia is a stay at home mother. Nathan is 13 years old and Rachael is 6 years old.   
 

We are blessed to have had the opportunity to welcome these two families and a special thanks to those who stayed after for the  reception 

and introduced themselves to these new folks as well. Please continue to in the upcoming weeks extend a smile and make an effort to get to 

know these wonderful families!  

 

IN Small Groups- 

Joy! small groups put action behind their faith. Many small groups have been serving in a variety of capacities. Our Circle Women’s group 

had a very successful Thanksgiving COOL Food drive here at Joy! The Godfellas Men’s group was out cleaning the highway once again 

this fall. The Amazing Grace Women’s group spear headed the Giving Tree this holiday season, as they have for so many years, and the 

response has been fantastic. The Tuesday Morning Women’s group collected baby gift items for a teen mom in need. And the stories go on 

and on as small groups not only grow together in knowledge and faith but put hands and feet behind it all. Joy! has 19 small groups that are 

always open and welcoming of newcomers. If interested in a small group please contact Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coordinator or 

check out the small group page on our website!  

 

IN 1st Impressions- 

We are currently in need of people who would like to partner with Jenelle on Sunday mornings as 1st Impressions coaches or provide assis-

tance at the Info Center to learn more about these two serving opportunities please contact  Jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org ! 

 

IN Special Events- 

The Women’s Christmas Dinner is right around the corner. It will be held on Wed. Dec 5th at David’s Bistro in Antioch. A night of food, 

fellowship and some hardy laughs are planned. A special thanks to Sarah Healy & Nancy Henricksen for their partnership in planning this 

fun event! We currently have over 30 women signed up…. Don’t miss out!  

 

IN Prayer team- 

Joy! has had an email prayer team for over 10 years and it continues to grow in numbers and in requests. We are a community that believes 

in the power of prayer and find it an honor to be able to support and love on one another in this way! All are invited to be a part of this email 

team- you simply provide your email address to Jenelle or on your welcome card and you will receive the requests given- then commit time 

to pray for them. God is good and hears our prayers! 

 

Lifetree Café news- 

Lifetree Café had an informational meeting on Nov 18th and the turn out was wonderful. People got to learn more about the ministry details 

and ways they can help launch and support this ministry coming in Jan 2013. Lifetree Café will be held in our new Connections space and is 

a wonderful way to be faithful stewards of this blessing of a space. Joy! Lutheran will have the 1st   Lifetree Café in our area. It is a national 

program that’s been getting lots of attention for the transformation that has been occurring in these conversation cafes. The setting is re-

laxed, inviting and accepting for churched and unchurched people to come together and talk about everyday topics. This ministry will re-

quire much congregational support to function weekly throughout the year. If you are interested in donating any amount of time and being a 

part of this new groundbreaking outreach opportunity please contact Jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org. Also a “trial run” will be offered in 

December or early January so you can come experience what all the excitement is about- look for more details in the coming weeks! 

 

 

Good and Beautiful God Book Series  

Do you want to know the God that Jesus knew?  Do you want to learn some practices that may help you better connect with God?  Do you 

want to grow your relationship with other Christians?  If so, the Good and Beautiful God book series may be for you.  We will meet in small 

groups weekly from January through April.  During that time, you'll read the book and practice some disciplines that will help you know 

and grow in relationship with God.  One group will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 and the other group will meet on Wednesday evenings 

at 7:00.  We would love to have you join us.  Please see Mark or Rose Froseth if you have questions. You can either sign up on the kiosk in 

the lobby, e-mail mfroseth@comcast.net or call Rose at 847-322-0218. 

 

      Bridge Group Forming 

Anyone interested in joining a newly formed Bridge Club should contact BJ Sutton at  847-856-3111 or bjsutton7007@aol.com  

or complete the sign-up sheet on the kiosk. Times & days TBD as people sign-up. 







PADS HOMELESS SHELTER 
Joy! steps up 

Joy!’s community donated over 300 items for the “Month of Undies” drive. Thank you all who donated to our homeless guests at the PADS 

shelter. This is an ongoing need. On November 19 Joy! closet volunteers handed out new underwear to 39 guests. In addition, 23 guests 

received a new backpack. With over 50 guests a week during the seven-month PADS season, the need far exceeds the  supply and our 

budget. 
 

Warm hearts and hands 

Thank you to the Joy! staff which donated, prepared, served and cleaned up the kitchen on      Novem-

ber 19. That night ATF teens and their friends set up the sleeping area, prepared beds, moved ta- bles and 

pitched in as needed. Also, a big thank you to Boy Scout Troop #677 which did the same October 15. 

Guests enjoy the hospitality and warm meals that you provide. 
 

Volunteer needs 

We thank God for several new volunteers who have joined the overnight and cleaning crews. There is 

still room for more of you to serve in those areas. Also, we are looking for groups to commit to setting 

up the sleeping area on Joy! night (third Mondays). It is a small time commitment of about 1½ hours 

from 4:30 to about 6 p.m. Pray about whether you can be part of this: your small group; a few families; 

a scout troop. All ages can participate. 
 

PADS serves an increased need 
The Monday night shelter at Shepherd of the Lakes in Grayslake is the only shelter that is open every 

Monday. The St. James shelter is closed now. Some weeks the Fosse Center is open to take men, but it is 

not available on holidays. Sadly, we must report that there are more children (12 to 20) this winter as the 

family shelters are full. Also, the number of “walk-in” guests is up. What a blessing this shelter is to those 

in need. 

 

We ask your prayers and support for this ministry and its guests. 

Cathy Kramer CathyKramer@ameritech.net 847 731 7646  or Angela List Sheets blueturtle727@hotmail.com 847 548 5918 

 

 

 

 

 

A Heartwarming A Heartwarming A Heartwarming A Heartwarming PADS TestimonialTestimonialTestimonialTestimonial    
Being Thankful 
The Thomas family has much for which to be thankful. After experiencing homelessness for more than a year, Eugene and his family once 

again have a place to call home. 
 

In early 2011, the Thomas’s found themselves among the thousands of American families struggling and unable to make ends meet in these 

tough economic times. The family was forced into homelessness. They felt frightened and alone. With only three suitcases and a backpack, 

the Thomas’s, with young children in tow, bounced from shelter to shelter desperately trying to stay together while looking for help. When a 

relative told them about PADS Lake County, the family immediately reached out to us for support. 
 

When the Thomas’s arrived at PADS’ Family Center in July 2011, they knew they made the right decision. “I have never seen a shelter like 

this, with security and comfort, and people breaking their backs to help us. The people at PADS care about us like we are family and they 

have become our family,” expressed Eugene Thomas. 

 

With the support of PADS’ staff, the Thomas’ hard work has led to dramatic, life-altering achievements: 

• PADS’ life-skills and parenting classes helped strengthen their marriage and provided them with tools to better care for their           

 family; 

• Eugene worked with one of our volunteer tutors and earned his GED; 

• Both Eugene and Shenewka got jobs and Shenewka was recently promoted; 

• PADS’ staff helped Eugene get a driver’s license and save enough money to buy a good, used car;   

• in August 2012 the Thomas’s moved into their own home! 

 

PADS is Thankful for You 

For without the generosity of your time, talent, and treasure, helping the Thomas family and the 1,800+ men, women, and children experi-

encing homelessness in Lake County each year would not be possible. As you gather with your family during the holidays, know that all of 

us at PADS are truly thankful for your continued support - and that you are making a meaningful difference in peoples' lives.  
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Prayers and SquaresPrayers and SquaresPrayers and SquaresPrayers and Squares    
Prayers & Squares hosted a QUILTS 4 KIDS workshop in August.  The congregation was invited to join us and learn how prayer 

quilts are made.  Members of our group worked for several months to plan the event.  Children’s quilts were available in various 

stages of completeness and hands-on stations were set up around the worship center.  QUILTS 4 KIDS was a huge success and more 

than 40 people participated in the event!  Our goal was to complete 30 children’s quilts – and we were able to do that and more!  All 

quilts were donated to the Pediatric Alternative in Creative Therapy (PACT) program at Advocate Condell Medical Center in Liber-

tyville.  Fifty One (51) children’s quilts were completed and distributed to area children in need of prayer.  A huge thank you to all 

that made this event successful!  Plans are underway for a 2013 quilting event – details will be coming soon! 

In November, one of our quilting members had the opportunity to travel with the Joy! group to El Salvador and participate in the 

Thrivent Builds Habitat for Humanity project.  Alice Cantwell joined the team of 14, led by Dale Arnold.  As part of her trip prepa-

rations, Alice was looking for a way to incorporate Prayers & Squares into the week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a team devotion, she talked about prayer, conversations with God, and different ways that we pray.  She brought along a prayer 

square, made by Joy! member and quilter Sue Shaffer, to gather prayers on her trip from the people in El Salvador.  During a visit to 

Resurrection Lutheran Church on Sunday morning, the group had the opportunity to meet Bishop Gomez before the service.  We 

learned about the history of the church, including his personal struggles during the civil war.  When asked if he would say a prayer 

and tie a knot, Bishop Gomez was happy to do that – and more!  The prayer square rested on the altar and Bishop Gomez took the 

time to explain it during the service.  He then passed it around the entire congregation so that everyone present could offer prayers 

for the team.  It was a very special moment and a wonderful start to a week filled with prayer.   

The team arrived at the worksite in Ahuachapan on Monday morning and was greeted by Habitat staff for a short orientation.  A 

group of women from Gethsemane were also present – and Alice quickly discovered that there was a shared passion for creativity!  

These women had started a Women’s Cooperative and were selling handcrafted items including jewelry, painted wood, and 

QUILTS!  More prayers were said, more knots were added, and the women asked Alice to remember them when she returned home.  

Alice shared their story with the Prayers & Squares group at our November meeting.  We are investigating how we can form a part-

nership with the Women’s Cooperative.  For now – we will partner in prayer.  Our hopes for the future include assisting them with 

fabric donations and sewing supplies.  Please pray for us as we explore this partnership and get details in place. 

Prayers and Squares meets the third Saturday of the month (no meeting in December) from 9 am – 1 pm at the Power House.  Guests 

are always welcome – no experience necessary!  If you are unable to attend our meetings and would like to help create prayer quilts, 

we can supply you with all you need to sew at home too!  Donations to our ministry are always appreciated!  Our current wish list 

includes 100% cotton fabrics and JoAnn gift cards.  If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please write Prayers & Squares in 

the notes portion of your check and put it in the offering plate on Sunday mornings or drop it off in our mailbox in the church office.  

For further information please contact either Alice Cantwell (847-845-0452, alice.cantwell@comcast.net) or                    

Gail Schrader (847-548-5735, gschrader50@sbcglobal.net)    

 

Meals Ministry  
for Those in Need 

Had a baby, been in the hospital, or just hit a stressful spot in life and could use some help covering 

meals?  Our Meals ministry would love to take the stress of “What’s for dinner?” off your shoulders.  Just con-

tact Jenny Mayer at jennymayer4848@gmail.com  or Talea Bloom at taleab@smithe.com. To request a meal 

online, go to  www.joylutheran.org and click Adult à Serving Teams à Meals Ministry. 
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Children & Family Ministry 
                    

    

 

Bible challenge update…  

A special thank you to the children & parents that participated in looking for the Bible verses that were 

highlighted in their Bible they received in Worship last month.  The kids took this challenge head on…and 

had a blast coming to the Children’s Ministry Welcome Table to share with me what their families did to-

gether and to pick out a little gift from the treasure chest!  Way to go kids!!!!! 

 

Family Advent Activity:  Begins on December 1st.  If you have a child/children who do not participate in 

Kids’ Adventure Klub… booklets and Advent calendars are available at the Chil- dren’s 

Ministry Welcome Table in the lobby. 

 

Join us for� 
“Let Your Light Shine” 

Christmas Family Worship Service 
Sunday, December 16th at 9:00 & 10:30 AM 

  
 

Christmas is coming and so is our “Let Your Light Shine” Family Worship service.  Dress Rehearsal for 

all involved will be held Saturday, December 15th at 1pm-2:30pm.  Kids’ Adventure Klub chil-
dren will be practicing the song on Sunday mornings and encourage their participation, please 

attend the dress rehearsal!!!   A few weeks ago, each family received a music CD that has all the mu-
sic and words to the songs.  If you did not receive one%please stop by the Children’s Ministry Welcome 
Table. 
 
The Children’s Ministry Team will also be coordinating a community breakfast that morning following 
both services.  Sign-up sheet are available on the kiosk to donate needed items%.we also need ser-
vants to help in the kitchen to replenish food and drinks and to help clean up.  Please sign up to help 
make this morning a time to come together and celebrate the Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

If you would like to be a part of this spirit filled morning or can offer your time volunteering for 
practices, please contact Stacey Van Zeyl at 847-543-7259 or yecats71@hotmail.com or would 

like to help set-up or with the breakfast, contact Cheryl O’Neill at the church office or 
Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org 
 

As I reflect on Thanksgiving…I am so very thankful to be part of the Joy! community and to 
partner in ministry with the people of Joy, the children and families.  Thank you for being such 

a blessing in my life! 
 
           

 Cheryl O’Neill, Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 


