
The sense of call was strong. It was 

unshakable. I was a Catholic seminary 

student twice before; once in high school 

and once in college. Could God be 

asking me to enter seminary a third 

time? I have a family, a mortgage, and a 

career. I like being a system’s analyst.  

After prayer and conversations with my 

wife, I chose to go back to seminary 

JUST so I could rule it out. How’s that 

for the right motivation? I figured I 

would take one class a semester until it 

became obvious being a pastor was not 

in the cards. In August, I would take a 

week’s vacation and take a summer 

course. The workload was much lighter 

and the course was done in a week.  

Leadership Development was my first 

summer course. Allow me to paraphrase 

the course description, “Read a book, 

write a paper, attend a conference, and 

get a grade.” This was a no brainer.  

The church hosting the conference is a 

non-denominational church in 

Barrington known for it’s contemporary 

creative worship services. I confess, I 

was enamored by the light show and the 

rock concert worship style. But I was 

more impressed with the lead pastor. 

The manner in which he talked about 

Jesus and God’s grace was compelling. 

He talked about leaders surrendering 

their life to Christ. Surrender? C’mon 

God! I’m using my own vacation time for 

school, working full-time, and sacrificing 

time with my family. Haven’t I 

surrendered enough already? 

I thought about what the 

pastor said on the drive 

home. Somewhere on I-90 heading east, I 

surrendered my life to Christ. 

Some people told me when I surrendered my 

life and “accepted Christ” I was born again. 

Others told me “We don’t accept Christ. 

Christ accepts us. You merely responded to 

God’s grace.” I was quickly assigned a 

theology professor so they could straighten 

out my theology. People may not agree what 

happened that day but I know one thing for 

sure … I was forever changed.  

Before that moment, I wanted to get seminary 

“out of my system.” After that moment, I 

could not wait to finish seminary and become 

a pastor. Before that moment, I spent much 

of my time wanting more (e.g. more money, 

more stuff, etc). After that moment, I wanted 

more as well. I wanted to be more like Christ 

(e.g. more forgiving, loving, kind, etc).  

Everyone who has an encounter with Christ 

will never be the same. God’s grace has a way 

of changing us forever … again and again and 

again. Holy Week and Easter I invite you to 

come and encounter Christ again. Encounter 

grace and be changed forever again and again. 

 Palm Sunday, March 20, 9am and 10:30am

services

 Maundy Thursday, March 24, 7pm service

 Good Friday, March 25, 7pm service

 Easter Sunday, March 27, 7:30am, 9:00am,

& 10:30am services

 Easter Breakfast, March 27 8:30-10:30am.

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 9 families going through 

Starting Point Class

 10 new people in 1st

Impressions Ministry

 400 quilts have been hung

in worship 

 January worship attendance 

 General Offering Fund 

behind 18,650

March 2016 

Changed Forever by Mark Brogetti, Lead Pastor 

DON’T FORGET TO 

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS!! 

MARCH 13 

Exploring the Relationship Between 
Faith, Religion & Science
Saturday, April 2   9:30 am - Noon

The Bible says one thing and science 
seems to say another. What's the deal? 
Is one right and the other wrong? How 
do science and the Bible relate to each 
other? If you need help exploring these 
questions and others like it, this event is 
for you! Sign up via website or on the 
kiosk in the Connections Café. Contact 
Pastor John, who will facilitate this 
opportunity to dialogue about this 
important topic, at 
holm4459@gmail.com if you have any 
questions.



I t’s been said 

that people 

will make up their minds 

about their church 

experience in the first 

FIVE minutes of being 

there.  

From the time they enter the parking lot to 

the time they walk into the worship center 

matters - a lot.  

It’s easy to forget this simple fact.  

Often we fall into the trap of believing that 

it’s only the worship experience where we 

need to “nail it” for our visitors and we 

overlook the significance of all the things 

people experience long before they enter 

the worship center. 

Think back to the last time you walked into 

a new church. What was crossing your 

mind? I can tell you what’s been crossing 

my mind, as over the last 2 months, I’ve  

walking into new churches and thinking 

about what it feels like to be a visitor:  

 Will there be people like me here? 

 Why isn’t anyone looking at me? 

 Why is everyone looking at me? 

 Where is the bathroom? 

 I wonder how big the worship center is 

and where I should sit? 

 Are people staring at me while I sing? 

 Is that coffee free? 

 What’s coming next during the service? 

 Should I actually give this church my 

personal information on this card? 

 Where are all the children? 

 Why did she just acknowledge I look 

lost, but didn’t ask my name? 

 Am I supposed to be sitting or 

standing; people are doing both? 

 How long is this service going to be? 

 Can everyone tell I’m new? Do I fit in? 

 

Every time someone 

visits a church they are 

taking a risk. Everyone, 

who takes the risk, has a 

reason they made the 

choice to go to a church 

that day: They are 

searching for something. 

They want to feel valued. They want to 

feel like they belong. They want to feel 

acknowledged. They want to be 

welcomed. And each one of them have a 

face and a name.  

At Joy! we want visitors to know they 

matter. How people are engaged with our 

church can be the one tangible on how 

they experience God.  So my prayer is, 

and continues to be, that we SEE, value, 

and celebrate each person who takes the 

risk to walk into our church home. That 

within their first five minutes we ease 

their anxieties and allow them to 

experience all the goodness of God 

through the power of community.  

Joy! is an awesome community! It’s 

critical we show others that and share 

that.  Will you join me in this effort? If 

this is a passion point for you please 

contact me directly and let’s chat further. 

I’d love to hear your thoughts.  
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We’ve Got Five Minutes                            by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coord. 

Sewing & Quilting Class 

Join us Wed., March 16 12:30-

2:30p.m. for our next class. No 

experience necessary. Contact 

alice.m.kerwin@gmail.com or 

gschrader@jlschrad.net for more 

information. 

Resurrection Garden 

Sunday, March 20, 11:45am 

Easter is simply a wonderful time of 

the year…spring arrives, the earth 

becomes green, new life…it just 

warms the heart.   

As a faith family, lets come together 

to truly  focus on the meaning of 

the Easter season this year and 

deepen your faith by making a  

Resurrection Garden to bring 

home.  Walk through daily d 

evotions at home and add to your 

garden each day.   

We hope that Holy Week is a time 

of reflection and renewal for you.  

When I think of my life, I am  

forever humbled and grateful for 

the undeserved gift of grace and 

mercy, that I have been given 

through the sacrifice of a Son…

Jesus.    

Join me and invite a friend!!! Sign up 

via the website or the kiosk in the 

Connections Café.  Contact  

cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org if you 



Sharing the fun……….                      
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Soup and Chili Challenge Recap 

On January 24th, we came together and worshipped at one service.  I so love that we are a 

faith family that embraces our core value of building intentional relationships.  I am beyond 

blessed to have the privilege to partner with leaders who love Jesus, love new ministry 

opportunities and knows one of the greatest joys the early church had when they spent time 

together in fellowship over a meal.   

A huge shout out to our planning team: Katie Fuko, Krisi James, Megan Loiacano, Sheri Sato, & Glenda 

Sundberg, our kitchen help, Ann & Kristi Bowman, and our photographers Dave Bowman & Tim Maguire. 

We had 28 people  participate in the challenge (14 soup and 14 chili entries).  This event gave people a chance 

to taste, talk with old friends, meet new friends, vote for their favorite soup and chili, play minute to win it 

games, make memories in the photo booth and play tailgate games in the worship center.  We encouraged 

our families to bring a  can of soup or chili to share with our friends and partners, COOL Food Pantry.  With 

over 150 ballots cast… our leadership counted and recounted a very close race.  Congratulations to Sandy 

Sandwisch (soup winner) and Amy Bothmann (chili winner)! 

Thank you Joy! for making moments like this, together as brothers and sisters in Christ, matter!!!  I hope to 

make this an annual event!!! 

Children and Family Ministry by Cheryl O’Neil, Director 
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Congrats 

to 

the 

Winners!! 



Stalagmites, stalactites, and headlamps, OH MY! 

A couple years ago, while on a family vacation in 

South Dakota, my husband set up a cave 

exploration excursion. Going 100 feet under the 

Earth’s surface to the cold, dark, damp tunnels to 

discover a cave put me completely out of my 

comfort zone.  I put on a good game face for my 

kids, but I was secretly counting down the minutes 

to get back to the sun and warmer air. 

In three short months we will be celebrating 

another amazing year of Vacation Bible Study 

(VBS).  For some of you, VBS is your “sweet spot”, 

you absolutely thrive off the entire week. For 

others, like me, it puts you a little out of your 

comfort zone. But in typical fashion, usually the 

most extraordinary life experiences come out of 

situations where we stretch ourselves out of our 

comfort zones.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please take time to prayerfully consider joining 

us for VBS this year: Cave Quest, Following 

Jesus, the Light of the World. God always 

amazes me during VBS with how He continues 

to show up. I look forward to sharing this 

experience with you. Contact me at  

robinannept@sbcglobal.net or Katie Fuko at 

vbs@joylutheran.org, any time if you have any  

questions. I look forward to your response and  

partnering with you in this ministry! 

Dear Generous Donors of Joy Lutheran Church,  

On behalf of Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center's 

clinical team, and the rest of our staff, I would like 

to extend a heartfelt thank you for your 

compassion and generosity this holiday season. 

Words cannot express the impact your holiday gifts 

have had on the families you supported through 

this sponsorship. Every year, we as a staff must 

decide which of our families are most in need and 

deserving of being adopted for the holiday season. 

Thanks to Joy Lutheran, for the first time we did 

not have to make this difficult decision because all 

of our families in need were taken care of.  

As counselors, we have the privilege of joining 

survivors and their families on their path towards 

healing. During that, we often bear witness to 

challenges and hardships they face from the 

traumas endured. Many of these families face 

significant financial hardships and have limited 

resources to provide every day necessities for their 

loved ones. For many of our families, they had 

accepted that they would not be able to provide 

gifts to their families and loved ones due to their 

financial stress. Your kindness and generosity has 

allowed our families to celebrate holidays in ways 

they could not have imagined.  

Through your acts of compassion you have left a 

mark in the hearts of survivors and their families 

and given them more than just the tangible gifts. 

You have shown them that through all of the pain 

and suffering they have endured there is still 

hope for better things to come. As the 

counselors reached out to these families for 

their wish lists, many of them were in disbelief 

that someone unknown to them would care so 

much about them and do such a special thing 

for their family. Our clients and their families 

have been overwhelmed by the generosity and 

cannot stop speaking praises about Joy 

Lutheran Church.  

Finally, please know that it is not only our 

clients that have been touched. All of us at 

Zacharias Center have tremendous gratitude 

for the gifts you have given our clients. In our 

clinical team meetings, our counselors have 

been processing how special it has been for us 

to experience such joy and hope in our clients. 

It is moments like these that restore our 

clients' and our staff's faith in humanity. We 

are truly and sincerely grateful for your 

partnership this holiday season. Our mission is 

to end sexual violence and we are able to make 

strides towards that because of individuals like 

you who continue to support this mission 

within our communities. From all of us at 

Zacharias Center, we wish you and your loved 

ones a bright and hopeful New Year!  

With thanks and appreciation,  

Katie Doerhoff Art Therapist  

Thank You from Zacharias House 
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Helping COOL at Easter                                                        

       by Becky Valenta 

Share the Easter celebration with 

a family in need by donating to 

COOL Ministries: 

 Canned ham (or gift certifi-

cate), vegetables & fruit 

 Potatoes 

 Powdered milk or juice 

 Muffin mix and dessert 

 Decorative plates &  

napkins 

 Easter egg decorating kit & 

candy 

Please leave donations in the 

COOL cart located in the hall-

way as you enter worship by 

March 20. Any questions, please 

contact Becky Valenta at 

beckilito@gmail.com. 

Holy Week at a Glance 

Palm Sunday, March 20 

9 & 10:30 worship services 

Resurrection Garden Family 

Activity, March 20 11:45-1:15p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Seder Meal 

7:00p.m. worship services 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

7:oop.m. 

Easter Sunday Worship Services 

7:30, 9 & 10:30a.m. 

Easter Breakfast 8:30-10:30a.m. 

Vacation Bible School   by Robin Flory, VBS C0-coordinator 



you are past 8th grade, but would still liked to 

be confirmed, please come chat or email me at 

(colin.cranmer@joylutheran.org)  

It’s getting close to fundraising time for our 

Mission Trip!  We’re going to Pocahontas, West Virginia 

to do construction on houses for people who can’t afford 

it, and we are so excited!   

Joy! has always done an amazing job of supporting this trip, 

and we appreciate all the pizzas and rummage sale stuff you 

guys buy and bring.  We’re on that same schedule; we’ll be 

selling pizzas starting in a few weeks, for delivery in late 

April/ early May and please start saving your extra stuff for 

us to sell in our yearly church rummage sale!  Every little 

bit helps us cut down costs for families whose students 

want to serve! 

There is a Mission Trip Meeting March 13th after church 

at 12:00pm in the conference room for high school 

students and parents. 

We can’t wait to see what this spring and summer 

hold!  Thanks for all your support and love!          

Spring is just around the corner, which means a lot is 

happening in the Student Ministry corner! 

We recently took a trip to downtown Chicago (after 

having to cancel for cold, previously) with a group of 

kiddos.  This was the first trip for about sixty percent of 

the group.  It’s really fascinating to watch the compassion 

blossom and fear recede right in front of your eyes.  These 

kids did amazing!  It’s definitely nerve-wracking to 

approach people; you don’t know how they’ll respond or 

what will be asked of you.  But the longer you go through 

the day, the more you realize that homeless people have 

opinions about say, avocados, and you will be prayed for as 

often as you’ll pray for someone else, and you actually have 

the capability to be helpful.  I was really proud of these 

students, and thanks to all that donated socks, hats and 

gloves.   

Confirmation is coming up.  If you’re an 8th grader, please 

save the date for our Confirmation Retreat weekend 

(April 8th and 9th) and Confirmation Sunday will be 

celebrated on the 10th.  Go to http://

www.joystudentmin.com/confirmation.html to sign up. If 

749 S. Hunt Club Rd. 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

Phone: 847-362-4569 

www.joylutheran.org Joy! Lutheran Church 

These Kids Did Amazing!               by Colin Cranmer, Youth Direc-

The Joy! community has done a fabulous job of serving the 

needy.  In January the Amazing Grace Small Group served 

a delicious Chicken dinner with a variety of desserts. Their 

fellowship was very evident as they graciously tended to 

our hungry group! Several Joy Families helped make the 

beds and prepare the facility, teaching our little ones how 

fortunate they are to have a roof over their head and a bed 

to sleep in! 

There is no Small Group signed up to serve dinner on 

March 21st. If you or your Small Group is interested in 

serving, please contact me at cathykramer@ameritech.net.  

I pray this article touches your heart to take action! 

Come and experience the Joy of Serving! It’s a wonderful 

experience! 

Increase in Homeless Children                 by Cathy Kramer 

Entering into the cold season PADS is experiencing 

tremendous growth in the number of Homeless People in 

Lake County.  What’s especially heart breaking is the 

increase in homeless children. 

We have been averaging 25 children each week at Shepherd 

of the Lakes Church in Grayslake where we serve PADS. 

Last week our total reached 88 Client’s, 28 of them being 

children! It’s been reported the state budget stalemate in 

has caused this terrible trend as Family Centers have been 

closing due to lack of funds. 

We can’t solve the political problems of Illinois BUT we 

can help our sisters and brothers by supplying them with a 

warm place to sleep, a hot dinner and breakfast and a sack 

lunch to send them out in the cold to survive another day. 

 

  




