
I imagine that I’m not alone in 

questioning whether the supposed 

great blessing of living in a democracy 

is worth the soul-wearying experience 

of campaign season (which is a 

“season” in about the same sense 

“having a heartbeat” is a “season” of 

life). Maybe it would be worth 

handing things over to a benevolent 

dictator for a few years, just to avoid 

the dishonesty and pandering and 

personal attacks and thinly-veiled 

bigotry that characterize campaigns 

for elected office. 

But really, it wouldn’t. No doubt our 

political system is broken in many 

ways. And yet, I think the right to 

speak, to participate, to advocate, to 

vote, is something we need to treasure 

and value and steward. 

We use the word “stewardship” in the 

Church to talk about how we use the 

things that God has entrusted to us: 

our relationships, our  time, our 

money, our passions, our gifts, our 

talents. The idea is that these things 

are given to us both because God 

intends life as a true gift to be enjoyed 

and because God desires nothing more 

than to enlist us as partners in his 

work. That second part isn’t a caveat; 

it’s the very heart of the gift! What 

could be more wonderful than God, 

the creator of all that is, the one who is 

most faithful and loving, inviting us to 

be a part of his team? Stewardship is a word 

we use to talk about participating in what 

God is doing with everything we’ve been 

given. 

It was only very recently that I connected the 

word “stewardship” with political processes. 

I’d always thought that voting and advocacy 

and political action had to be connected to 

our faith, our ultimate understanding of the 

world as it is and as it will be. But I don’t 

think I’d realized that the right to vote (and 

otherwise influence the decisions we make 

together) is one of the biggest gifts I’ve been 

entrusted with. 

Not everyone in our church community (or in 

our neighborhoods) is permitted to vote. As 

in areas such as time and money, in terms of 

advocacy and political voice, some of us 

have more influence than do others. All the 

more reason for us to use the influence that 

we do have with intentionality and 

seriousness. 

Those of us who are permitted to vote in 

elections in this country have been entrusted 

with a level of power that is far greater than 

that of the average human being through 

history. The U.S. is wealthy and powerful 

and affects the lives of billions of people who 

have no formal say in its policies. So our 

votes—our voices—are no small matter. 

They are gifts we’ve been given! We can use 

them to serve God and participate in his 

work! 

    Continued on back page 

Joy! Highs and Lows 

 10 Kids Confirmed on April 10 

 600 pizzas ordered 

 91 took the Faith Journey Insight 

Tool 

 145 packages sent to college kids 

through College Cares Ministry 

 21 people joined in to clean up 

Rte. 120 

 Too many weeds in Joy’s 

gardens, too few volunteers 

May 2016 

Decision 2016 
             by  Peter Schwich, Intern 

 

Volunteering for the week of VBS — 

save the date:  VBS team training is 

Sunday, June 5th, 11:45am – 2:00pm. 

You will get important information 

and paperwork to equip you to touch 

the lives of hundreds of children!  

Your heart and hands are the light of 

Christ…you won’t want to miss it! 

(This is mandatory training for all 

youth volunteers.) 

VBS Training— June 5  



It was a sunny Friday morning in 

April and I was driving home from my 

weekly tennis lesson on Hwy 50/75thSt. It’s a 

road in Kenosha, WI  that runs East-West 

from Lake Michigan to Lake Geneva. As you 

drive west, the road expands from a 2 lane 

tree-lined road to a busy highway full of 

businesses and speeding cars.  

As I approached the 

intersection where the 

road transitions into a 

highway, I suddenly 

noticed up ahead a 

squirrel racing to the 

very tip of a tall tree and then literally jump 

across the road catching just the tip of the tree 

on the other side.  

I was in awe.  

I kept looking in my rearview mirror at those 

trees, a full two lanes apart, and thought to 

myself “that was quite risky of that squirrel- 

he could have been squashed!”   

Immediately it made me think how many 

risks do we take, as Christians, without 

hesitation? When have we boldly kept going, 

not worried about potentially being 

“squashed?”  When have I? 

Being bold is doing God’s will and continuing 

on the path that He put you on regardless of 

the hardship you face. When we are bold we 

can do so knowing God is always on our side 

so no fear. But do we trust that thought? 

2 Corinthians 3:11-12 says, “So if the old 

way, which has been replaced, was glorious, 

how much more glorious is the new, which 

remains forever! Since this new way gives us 

such confidence, we can be very bold.” 

The Word tells us to be bold. So what does 

bold without hesitation look like to you? Is it 

attending  a small group this week to explore 

scripture? Or signing up to serve on a ministry 

team like Vacation Bible School in June? Or 

sticking around the Connections Café this 

Sunday and approaching someone sitting 

alone on the other side of the room? Or 

simply inviting the neighbor next store who 

has been grieving a loss or feeling lost 

themselves to church?  Whatever it is, do so 

in a squirrel like way- without hesitation or 

fears of being squashed!  

Happy Spring!  

Long ago in a land far away (aka Naperville), I 

paid bills by sitting with a checkbook in one 

hand and an invoice in the other. I’d pay one 

bill with one check placed in one envelope and 

then move onto the next bill.  

Fast forward to 2016. I just finished paying bills 

this month and realized I have not placed one 

check in one envelope for a very long time. I 

pay every single bill either through an app on 

my phone or my bank’s website. After a one-

time setup, reoccurring bills such as gas, 

electric, cable, and our monthly contribution to 

Joy!, get paid without any interaction on our 

part. This has many personal benefits for our 

household. 

 Bills are always paid on time. I hate 

missing paying a bill and have to pay 

double the next month. 

 Paying the bill requires zero effort on my 

part. I never have to write checks or find 

stamps.  

We invite you consider scheduling your 

reoccurring giving to Joy! before the 

summer.  Joy! will never hound you if you miss 

a month, but a missed contribution impacts our 

financial position. Summer is our most 

vulnerable time as people leave for vacations.  

There are a few ways to carry out scheduling an 

electronic contribution to Joy! 

 Through your bank’s website – If you 

manage finances on your bank’s website, 

look for the feature “Paying Bills” which 

allows for reoccurring electronic payments. 

 Through Simply Giving – For those who 

prefer working with Joy! to schedule a 

reoccurring contribution, we offer Simply 

Giving. E-mail Sue Gearica directly at 

Sue.Gearica@joylutheran.org. Or, go to 

joylutheran.org/giving.html for instructions 

on how to do it yourself.  

Whether through your bank or Simply Giving, 

both are convenient ways to continue your 

ongoing monthly contribution. Scheduled 

electronic contributions help Joy! They: 

 Offer consistent, predictable revenues 

enabling Joy! to plan for and meet financial 

obligations. 

 Stabilize cash flow during the summer 

when worship attendance is lower. 

 Enables efficient bookkeeping (less manual 

processing of checks and cash)  

 Strengthens Joy’s overall ministry efforts 

Thank you for considering and know the 

Stewardship Team appreciates your continued 

commitment to transform people’s lives.  
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Be a Squirrel                                      

by Jenelle Ancona,  

Relational Ministry Coord. 

Powerhouse Demo Update 

     from Council 

As announced at the 2015 Annual 

Meeting, and per the annexation 

agreement with the city of Gurnee, 

our house south of the main Joy! 

church building, affectionately  

referred to as the Powerhouse, will be 

torn down this June/July.  Here are 

the highlights:  

 Paul Ancona is the project 

manager responsible for getting 

bids, establishing the timeline 

and overseeing the project.  

There is a full team supporting 

Paul. 

 Demolition will start in late 

June following Vacation Bible 

School.  

 The estimated cost of the 

demolition and all associated 

costs is ~$25,000 

 The money to pay for the 

demolition will come from the 

existing “So That All Lives Are 

Changed” fund.  

 Groups using the house for 

meetings have been notified  

and alternative sites have been 

implemented. 

 The barn has been reconfigured 

creating space for items 

previously stored in the 

Powerhouse.  Staff and 

volunteers have begun moving 

items to the barn. 

 Options for donating any 

reusable assets within the house 

are being researched (e.g. 

Habitat for Humanity) 

Council and other congregation 

members came to this decision after 

months of discussion/discernment.  

The two main reasons we decided to 

raze the Powerhouse center on need 

and financials. First, the Powerhouse 

has not been used extensively since 

the addition of the Connections Café 

and other building modifications.  It 

has mostly been used for storage.   

Second, it would cost $40,000-

$50,000 to bring the house up to 

village code for us to be able to use it 

moving forward.  In the end, 

demolition is the most prudent 

decision and will also allow us to 

repurpose that space in the future for 

new things God has in store for Joy! 

Paying Bills 
by Stewardship Team & Mark Borgetti, Lead Pastor 



I just love VBS! Here at Joy!, 

Vacation Bible School is one of 

those ministries where lives are 

truly changed!  We reach out to 

the community and invite children 

and their parents to step into a visual, crazy, and wild 

adventure… AND... WE as a community have the 

opportunity to BE ALL IN!  

I have been volunteering for VBS for the past 13 

years.  I started helping as a youth in a preschool 

class, taught a preschool class, was the nursery leader 

after I had my second son, took on the challenge of 

recording all the participants and volunteers and 

eventually said yes to being a VBS co-coordinator.  I 

am so blessed to be able to share my love of VBS with 

my 3 kids, who love it just as much as I do. I have 

loved each and every step God has brought me in this 

ministry.   

I so LOVE that this year… 3… YES, 3… of our 

young adults have “jumped in” whole heartedly into 

leadership!  I can’t begin to share just how my heart is 

over flowing!  All of these young adults have 

participated in Kids’ Adventure Klub, Crossroads, 

ATF and VBS.  They have been on the receiving end 

of our community pouring out the love of Jesus into 

their lives and now ARE GIVING BACK in amazing 

ways! That truly gives me hope. Help me in 

celebrating all that God has done and will do in and 

through these young adults, Rachel Hood, Ellie Jensen 

and Devin Peplow!  

There is a way that every single person at Joy! can 

participate in VBS. You can share your heart and 

hands and volunteer during the week —  

one day or all 5!  Be open to trying something new!   

 Needed are adult teachers (for many age groups), 

youth helpers (completed 6th grade, on a first 

come basis). Volunteer forms are available at the 

VBS info table as well as on-line.   

 You can be a co-leader in one of the following 

areas: Lead for pictures/daily re-cap, adult 

assistant in the nursery and an apprentice for 

snacks. 

 Sponsor a child with a VBS scholarship. Take it 

a step further...invite one of your neighbors AND 

SPONSOR THEM. Invite them to be your guest! 

 Donate food or other supplies. 

 Bring your hands to help with painting the set 

design in the barn on Sunday, May 22nd 12pm or 

Saturday, May 28th 10am-noon. 

 Help with phase one of decorating on June 4th 

right after the rummage sale. 

 Help us decorate and finish transforming 

this building into a cold and dark cave on 

June 12th following the 10:30 service 

(childcare provided). 

 Help us take down during the week of June 

20th.  More information coming in the June 

Newsletter. 

So...Where do you fit in?  Stop by the VBS table 

in the Connections hallway beginning May 1st 

and we will get you hooked up for a high energy, 

re-igniting of your spirit and partnered with 

others from Joy! on this over-the-top, 

underground adventure! I am so excited to 

partner with each and everyone of you!   

Vacation Bible School “BE ALL IN”           by Katie Fuko  
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Keeping Joy! Beautiful 

Can You Help? 
Joy! is blessed with an amazing 

facility allowing us to worship and 

gather as a community of faith. We 
have also been blessed with a lot 

of land surrounding the building 

with various size gardens that 
require tending.  

 

Please consider joining the team 
that takes responsibility for keep-

ing Joy! beautiful by pulling 

weeds, pruning, etc. No green 

thumb or experience necessary. 

You can work at your own pace at 

a time that is suitable to your 
schedule. Do it with a partner, a 

group of friends, your kids or your 

whole family. 
 

Contact Darcy Mulford at  

darcy.mulford@sbcglobal.net for 
more information or to let him 

know you’re ready, willing and 

able! 
 

 

COOL Fundraiser at Panera 
Help support COOL Ministries by 
dining at Panera Bread in Vernon 

Hills (please note - only this loca-

tion) on June 9, 2016 from 4 to 

8pm.   Bring a copy of the flyer 

(available at the Info Center or on 
the COOL Ministries web site) 

with you and Panera Bread will 

donate a portion of the proceeds of 
your meal purchase to COOL. 

Any questions, please contact 

Becky Valenta at 
beckilito@Gmail.com.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Gurnee churches join together to 

pray 24/7 for transformation of our 
lives, families, churches, neighbor-

hoods and communities. This year, 

Joy’s day of prayer is Thursdays in 
June. To sign up for an hour reser-

vation, go to http://go-together.org/

prayer-room. If you have any 
questions, contact Administrative 

Assistant,  

laurie.papini@joylutheran.org. 

A Special Thank You!!        by Cheryl O’Neill, 

                      Director of Children & Family Ministry 

It’s hard to believe that the Kids’Adventure 

Klub (KAK) year is coming to a close. Finale 

Sunday is May 22nd! I’d like to take this  

opportunity to say thank you to all who served 

our children this year: 

     To our Guides and helpers who made a 

weekly commitment to get to know, nurture 

and love our children. They build relationships 

with children and help them to grow in their 

faith and love for Jesus and teach them Bible 

stories in creative and fun ways. To the chil-

dren of Joy! who shared their lives and love 

with us; you continue to shape each and every 

one of us!!  To the parents who shared their 

children with us, supported and prayed for this 

ministry.  Last, but certainly not least, a very 

special thank you to our Children’s Ministry 

Team, who spent countless hours, dedication 

and meetings to develop a program that is spec-

tacular for children.  They coordinated lesson 

plans that children love and welcomed families 

every Sunday at the welcome desk.  Because of 

each one of these amazing servants, children 

truly got to know and experience God’s love.  It 

is because of these gifted volunteers that this   

ministry is so successful.  THANK YOU FOR 

SERVING THE LORD!! 

Parents, if your child/children participated in 

KAK this year, please take a moment to fill out 

a survey regarding your experience.  We have 

made changes this year and we value your in-

put.  It will also help us plan for next year.  

Follow the link provided on the Joy! Website 

beginning May 11th. 



church building for the whole weekend prior to 

that event.  We had a blast at our Confirmation 

Retreat, learning about the traditions of our church 

and the church on the whole. We looked at things 

like Why do we say the Lord’s Prayer and what 

does it mean?  What is the Apostle’s Creed and why is it 

important to know.  And each student got a chance to write 

their personal faith statement.  We’re so excited for these 

students to head into high school with some really important 

knowledge and support with them.  Thanks so much to Tim 

Maguire and Dave Bowman for being our photographers for 

the service. 

Pizza ordering is complete and pick up is May 1st!  So it’s 

onto our next fundraiser—the Rummage Sale!  Please be 

saving your stuff to donate, it’s a great way to declutter and 

help send our kids out to Pocahontas, Virginia to do light 

construction work for people who need help.  We’ll be 

accepting donations starting May 29th after church!  Can’t 

wait to see what awesome stuff comes in this year, (in case 

you didn’t know, the kids often decorate the offices with the 

best-worst stuff left over at the end of the sale, and it’s always 

amazing.)  Thanks for supporting us each year, we are so 

grateful for a congregation that supports students both 

financially and through prayer. 

Spring is here!  My backyard is covered with new green leaves 

and we even have a robin’s nest in the corner of our fence.  (In 

Cranmer fashion, we have, of course, put a web cam in there so 

we can watch the eggs hatch!)  With Spring comes a lot of 

things, namely the wind down of the programatic year for Youth 

Ministry as well as school. However, we’ve still got a lot of 

stuff to do before we can get into summer! 

Crossroads headed out to Northern 

Illinois Feedback a few 

Wednesdays back! The kids always 

do such a great job, and NIFB is 

always glad to see them! The kids 

rip into palettes of food and repack 

them for families. It’s amazing how 

fast they work!   

You may have been with us for our Confirmation 

Weekend.  The kids got Confirmed on April 10th and were 

prayed for by 

their families, but 

what you may not 

know is that they 

were in the 

We don’t have hope because things inevitably get better over 

time. (They don’t.) No, we hope because we know that God is at 

work. We know the kingdom of God has come near and stays 

near. We know there is no part of our life together that exists 

totally separate from God’s love, goodness, faithfulness, and 

power.  

We vote and advocate and protest and act with hope, with 

purpose, with love, and with intentionality because even as we 

are truly citizens of our cities and states and countries, we are 

even more so citizens of heaven. We take our identity from 

God’s kingdom. We are ambassadors of his gospel, wherever we 

go and however we act. We are entrusted with God’s Holy Spirit, 

empowered to participate in his kingdom even here and now. 

This is a gift. 

How do we do that? First, we take them seriously as gifts that 

come from outside ourselves. We don’t hold them back from 

God, but commit ourselves to trying, as best we can, to steward 

these gifts well. 

Second, we think, pray, and talk communally about what 

political engagement should look like in our specific contexts. 

Redeemer will never print out a sample ballot with the “right” 

candidates’ names circled. But big decisions like who to vote 

for should probably be things we discuss with some brothers 

and sisters in faith. Trusted friends in connection groups are 

great people to talk with about these things. We won’t always 

agree about what policy approach is best or which candidates 

are most trustworthy. But isn’t our community strong enough 

to talk honestly without being torn apart? I know that it is. 

Won’t we be better stewards if we engage the wisdom of 

others who share our deepest commitments? I know that we 

will. 

Third, we have to vote and advocate and protest and act with 

hope. We don’t have hope because Obama or Clinton or 

Sanders or Cruz or Trump or Emanuel or Garcia or Rauner or 

Preckwinkle will fix all our problems. (They won’t.)  
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Youth Zone               by Colin Cranmer, Youth Director  
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