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G rowing up everyone watched game shows: The Price 

is Right, Wheel of Fortune, and Hollywood Squares. 

One of my favorites was Family Feud. (For the record, the host at 

the time was Richard Dawson and not Steve Harvey. I think I just 

dated myself). I played right along with the contestants when 

they were asked to: 

 Name bad jobs for someone accident prone. 

 Name something a man had better not bring on his 

honeymoon. 

 Name something a child may leave behind on a school bus.  

 

Surveys can be fun, but the primary intent of surveys is to be 

informative. Good surveys give great insights into a person or an 

organization.  

 

Back in 2010, Joy! took the Transforming Church Index [TCI]. 

TCI is a tool churches use to gather input from members and 

attendees on a variety of topics including: Communications, 

Outreach, Member Satisfaction, Financial Matters and others. 

Surveys are fun and informative, but they can also bring about 

change. For example, in 2010 Joy! scored very low on our 

facilities effectiveness for ministry. In direct response to this 

survey, here we are 6 years later gathering every Sunday in the 

Connections Café.  

 

All churches need to consider taking a humble and honest look at 

who they are today so that they may become who God wants 

them to be tomorrow. God has entrusted us with the church and 

it is our responsibility to steward that opportunity well by 

constantly evaluating what is and is not working. With that in 

mind, it’s time for Joy! to take the TCI survey again. Discovering 

what the “survey says!” is necessary for Joy!’s fall visioning 

process. The TCI results will help us develop a vision built upon 

our strengths while addressing our weaknesses. Joy! looks 

different today that it did yesterday and will look different 

tomorrow. With God’s help, the process will help us discover the 

picture of the tomorrow God desires. 

 

For the survey to be successful, we need your participation.  

 

 

Our survey will begin Sunday, August 28th and close on 

Sunday, October 2nd. The survey is anonymous and will take 

approximately 15-20 minutes.  

 

Step by Step Instructions: 

 Log on to website: http://bit.do/JoyLutheranChurch0816 

 Enter our church’s Password:  jlc0816 

This password is the same for everyone in our church.  

 Answer each question according to the instructions.  
When you have finished each set of questions, click “Next” 

at the bottom of the page. You may use the “Previous” and 

“Next” buttons to navigate pages and change your answers at 

any point while you are logged on. 

 Click “Finish” on the last page, your answers will be saved 

and you cannot change them. 

 Each member of a family, age 16 and older, should 

participate individually. 

 

Excited for the journey ahead. Thank you in advance 

Mark Borgetti 

Lead Pastor of Joy! 

Editor’s Note 
Welcome to the new quarterly newsletter format! This is where 

you will find stories of how lives are changed when we gather as 

a faith community. 

 

We encourage you to contribute to this publication by emailing 

laurie.papini@joylutheran.org stories of how you’ve seen lives 

changed through interactions in church, community or day to day 

life. Take a picture to add to your article. 

 

Weekly Connections and eConnections will continue to carry 

important notices of upcoming events. As always, our endeavor 

is to keep you connected! If you have any questions or com-

ments, please contact Administrative  

Assistant, laurie.papini@joylutheran.org. 
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“ It is mind expanding to be in 

a small group with people 

who may see things just a bit 

differently than you do.  I am always 

surprised when someone brings up a 

different viewpoint of something in the 

Bible.  Sometimes it changes my thinking, 

expands my thinking, or I totally 

disagree.  But, it is the opportunity to 

share these things that is important,” says 

Susan Lynch. 

Susan is one of 18 women in a weekly 

Joy! small group called Tuesday Morning! 

This group is a mix of ladies ranging in 

age from their 30’s clear into their 70’s 

and yet the age gap only enriches the 

learning and fellowship. Michelle Hood 

put it this way, “Over the years I've been 

in studies with women who are in different 

ages & phases of their lives....so I've 

become friends with women who I might 

have only had a casual relationship with if 

not for the Bible study group. These are 

women I can depend on, really depend on. 

What a gift!”  Angie List-Sheets added, 

“I've grown closer to women I never 

would have met otherwise.  Plus, I'm 

bonding with women who have different 

interests and/or are in different stages in 

life.  I learn so much from them!” 
 

Joy! small groups have been around nearly 

20 years. It was a way for people to 

journey into God’s Word together and be 

fed beyond Sunday morning. It was also a 

way for people to be known and cared for 

beyond the old model of those needs being 

filled by a Pastor. It was a way for people 

to come together and hold each other 

accountable to act on God's teachings and 

love and serve others. And all these 

things are still true today about small 

groups! Angie tied the areas together this 

way, “Being in a small group provides 

accountability, to stay committed to 

studying the Word.  As God created us for 

fellowship, being with fellow sisters also 

keeps me accountable.  It's how God has 

given me some direction in my life, 

through conversations with the other 

ladies as well as from the Bible studies 

themselves. It has also been a conduit to 

serve in different capacities.  Surprisingly, 

it has also helped me discern where I 

should pour more energy and where I 

should pull away.”  Rose Froseth 

explained the following, “I started in my 

first small group 12 years ago. I find the 

more I learn about God's Word as I study 

with my small groups, the stronger my 

desire grows to be in service to God.” 
 

Joy! Small groups have made an impact 

on many people over the years and at all 

stages of their faith walk. For me 

personally, my first real step into learning 

anything about the Bible was through my 

small group. They walked me through the 

smallest of helpful hints: like the fact there 

are tabs to help me find things in my Bible 

quicker, to the depths of who God reveals 

Himself to be through His stories and 

through the life of Jesus. Rose added for 

her, “Being in small group with other 

women has helped deepen my relationship 

with God as we study God's Word 

together, which helps me learn more about 

God, and what God wants for our lives.” 

It has allowed her “to develop many new 

and different practices to deepen my 

relationship with God.  Some of those 

practices include writing in a prayer 

journal, doing daily devotions, spending 

more quiet and intentional time with God, 

and memorizing Bible verses.  These 

practices have helped my prayer life 

evolve, which has been instrumental in 

growing my relationship with God.”   
 

Small groups often become such a 

valuable part of one's life that despite the 

increasing demands of people time they 

look forward to reuniting and 

recommitting to their small group each fall 

after brief summer hiatus’. Angie stated 

she’s most excited about,  “Seeing the 

ladies I've spent the past few years with, 

but also welcoming new members into the 

group.  I'm also starving for some more 

personal growth that I can only get when 

I'm in a Bible study and actively pursuing 

God's Word!” Michelle added, “I am 

missing my Tuesday Morning girlfriends, 

fellowship with them, Bible study with 

them!” 
 

Susan concludes by pointing out what she 

feels makes small groups special, “We 

know we can trust each other, can help 

each other, and support each other.  I 

think this is true of the church in general, 

but in a small group it is a more intimate 

closeness.  Something we probably all 

need.” 

A View of Small Groups through a Few Women’s Eyes  
                 by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministry Coordinator 

If you haven’t had a small group experience and 
are ready to take that step consider joining a 

group for 5 weeks during our church-wide study 

on a portion of the book of ACTS about building 
community. Contact Relational Ministry   

Coordinator, jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org for 

more information. 
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“ 
When you do nothing, you feel overwhelmed and 

powerless. But when you get involved, you feel the 

sense of hope and accomplishment that comes 

from knowing you are working to make things  

      better.”– Pauline R. Kezer 

 

Student Ministries is kicking off our fall programs  and we 

are so happy to be getting back into the rhythm of doing life 

with this kind, goofy bunch of kids.  Joy!, we should be so 

proud of the kids we are raising.  They are inclusive, good-

natured and service minded.  Whatever you guys are doing, 

or whatever you are feeding them, keep doing it! 

 

Have you ever felt that rumble of change?  You can just 

sense that something is in the air.  Some people describe it 

like surfing a wave, or they "know God's doing 

something."  I had been feeling that way in several different 

areas last year, and AtF was one of the areas that was 

"rumbling."  I had several conversations with leaders and 

they were feeling it too.  Well, now, I'd like to unveil the 

end result of those conversations and that rumbling. 

 

Student Ministries is busting outside of our walls.  Did you 

know that our most successful outreach events were when 

we go and serve the homeless downtown?  People would 

clear their schedules, invite friends and show up with 

backpacks filled with items to hand out to the homeless in 

order to freeze their butts off  to give something to people 

they would never see again.  I would also see their servant 

heart on our mission trips.  These kids would give up a 

week of their summer, sweat buckets and work tirelessly 

for people across the country.  So the more we thought and 

prayed, the more it became clear.  Our kids want to serve. 

Kids, both ours and others, are feeling a hunger and a drive 

for meaningful work. 
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Well, we found it.  AtF is canceling the 3rd Sunday of 

every month--because we've now adopted the 3rd  

Monday night at PADS.  Our high schoolers (and middle 

schoolers with a parent) will be building relationships with 

the displaced of Lake County, setting up beds, making 

dinner and eating with the patrons, babysitting littles so that 

moms and dads can go to a Bible study or take a shower, 

and tutoring the older kids who are just trying to get their 

homework done in the middle of a stressful time period in 

their lives.  This is work uniquely suited for them, and I 

wish you could have seen the determination on their faces 

when we revealed it to them at the first AtF.  I'm excited 

for them, for us and for the relationships that will be built 

over the upcoming year. 

 

Monday nights at PADS have always been open to Joy! 

help, and will continue to be, so if you'd like to join us in 

our new rhythm, we'd love to have the help!  Middle school 

students are also invited, a parent needs to accompany 

them.  There is work for every age group (my elementary-

aged daughter likes washing silverware!).  If you can't join 

us in person, we'd love for your prayers to move in the 

hearts of our kids.  This is a fantastic opportunity to grow 

in our love and softness for others, cross comfort zones and 

create lasting relationships.  I'm sure there will be growing 

pains, but I'm so excited to see what God does through us 

and to us! 

 

      Colin Cranmer 

      Youth Ministry Director 
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Our adventure through God’s Word at 

Cave Quest VBS began back in February 

when God began working on the hearts of 

our VBS Coordinators, Robin Flory, Katie 

Fuko and 26 station leaders/co-leaders. 

These servants planned the week’s 

activities, trained, encouraged and 

supported the 45 adult and 51 youth 

volunteers who opened their hearts and 

hands to serve our gracious Lord and the 

children He brought through our doors.   

 

One of my personal highlights this year 

was 3 of our leaders, who are in college or 

recently graduated and participated in VBS 

years ago, are now giving back to the next 

generation.   The community of Joy! also 

stepped up big time...we asked for you to 

be “All In” and you did that!!!  Over 60 

people made prayer rocks, 80 people 

donated food, supplies and over $2500 was 

given for scholarships and donations!!  

Thank you for your unending support!!!  

 

The week of June 13th – 17th, proved to 

be a huge success.  138 children walked 

through the doors of Joy!  and experienced 

a cave quest adventure where Miss Robin 

and Clark Cavern  (Mark Flory) gave us 

fun insight to the day’s theme.   

 

We worshiped together, heard God’s Word 

through music and learned stories from the 

Bible through drama. We made cool crafts, 

had awesome snacks, played amazing 

games in gym, and saw great pictures 

through our daily recap. Our preschoolers 

explored through hands-on Exploration 

Station.  

 

Approximately 70% of the children who 

participated in VBS were from the 

community and were invited by a Joy! 

member or have been attending for years.   

We ended the week with a Light Up the 

Night Party on Friday evening. 80 children 

brought their family and friends to share 

the VBS experience and their God sighting 

prayer rocks. We worshiped together by 

singing our favorite songs and shared 

fellowship and snacks in the Connections 

Cafe. 

 

God also opened the hearts of children, 

parents, friends, family and volunteers to 

bring in their change each day to help 

support our mission project. Children 

visited the store each day and purchased 

items to help Aid for Women of Lake 

County.  Our goal was to raise $3000.00, 

which we exceeded by $200 at the end of 

our 5 days together.  Go Jesus!!!! 

 

This is what the Director of Aid for 

Women of Lake Count, Carol Ann Walsh, 

wrote: 

“On behalf of the 

families we help 

throughout the year, 

please accept our 

deepest appreciation 

for your generous 

donations of baby 

supplies, including 

diapers, pull ups, 

wipes, formula, 

strollers and more made during the Cave 

Quest Vacation Bible Camp. 
 

Your donations will help assist women 

with maternity and baby items that are 

needed to care for little ones.  As many of 

our clients will attest, Aid for Women of 

Northern Lake County in Gurnee has been 

a lifeline to moms each and every month. 

All who have donated to our ministry in 

one way or another impact the lives of 

many individuals and you most likely will 

never have the chance of meeting. 
 

You are most welcome to visit our center 

and see how your gifts are helping families 

right now here in Lake County.  Please 

continue to pray for our ministry and that 

our nation becomes once again ‘one 

nation, under God’ with respect for all life 

from conception to natural death.   

 

A special thank you to the Cave Quest 

Committee for coordinating this project.  I 

was truly overwhelmed with the generosity 

of the children and parents at the closing 

ceremony.  God Bless You.” 

 

For Life, 

Carol 

 

For more VBS fun… summer 2017, we 

will explore “Maker Fun Factory, Created 

by God – Built for a Purpose”…you won’t 

want to miss it!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just like in VBS, the fun continues 

throughout the school year during Kids’ 

Adventure Klub (KAK). Join us Sundays 

at 9 or 10:30am! 

Cave Quest VBS 2016 Recap    
             by Cheryl O’Neill, Director of Chilren & Family Ministry 
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T 
hose who attended this year’s annual pool party had a 

rousing good time. Judy Kotsiopoulos and Cheryl O’Neill 

did a great job planning this fellowship event. Over 150 

people of all ages gathered for a beautiful evening starting with a 

bbq and games, followed by a private pool party at the Hunt Club 

Aquatic Center. 

 

Tim Maguire found it be a “great time for Joy! to be out in the 

community to meet with friends, neighbors, guests and parents 

and families of VBS kids.” He added, “It was cool to see new 

faces join in at an event like this with entire families enjoying a 

safe environment and feeling right at home.” 

 

Older kids played with younger kids and helped them in making  

a craft. In fact, the most memorable part of the night for Cheryl 

O’Neill was when a mom and her daughter arrived and she asked 

the little girl if she wanted to eat or make a craft. She wanted to 

see what the craft was and as she walked over, she saw Gianna 

Lannon and jumped into her arms saying, “my VBS teacher!” 

Gianna and Molly made a flower pot, while the mom ate. Making 

a difference in the life of a child! 

 

Ladies, who wanted to share in the fun but not get wet, enjoyed 

sitting by the pool and watching all those who were swimming 

and sliding with smiles all around. Even Pastor Mark was seen 

sliding and playing in the pool and having a great time. 

 

“What could be more fun than seeing adults, kids, friends, 

families having a blast playing and bonding with each other?” 

asks Tim. 

Splashing Success!         By Laurie Papini  
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Meet Our Seminarians 
Laura Kline 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield 

Class of 2018 

Master of Divinity 

 

I have been a member of Joy! since 1992 when I was hired 

to play piano part time for Sunday services.  Since joining 

Joy! so many things have changed in my life:  I married Jay, 

who is a Sales Representative for Level 3 Communications,  

in 1994, completed a Master’s Degree in Music at 

Northwestern University in 1996, and had three children, 

Andrew and Ally (twins) in 2001 and Leah in 2003.  It has 

been wonderful to raise children in such a great church 

community!   
 

Andrew and Ally are in 10th Grade.  Andrew is interested in 

law and politics and competes on the high school Debate Team, 

Mock Trial Team, and United Nations Team.  Ally is involved 

in figure skating, musical theatre, choir and sings on the 

Worship Band.  Leah, who is in 8th grade this year, is very 

involved in band playing flute, figure skating, skating on a 

synchronized ice skating team, and loves to read any book she 

can get her hands on!  All three kids play piano, as well, and are 

very active in the youth programs at Joy! 
 

I have been employed at Joy! in the role of Worship Director 

since 2005.  God began speaking to me through prayer and the 

prompting of others and I realized that God was calling me 

into full time pastoral ministry, though I wrestled with this call 

for many years before acting on it.  I began pursuing a Master 

of Divinity Degree at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 

2012.  The degree is a 90 credit program and will take about 6 

years total to complete as a part time student.  This is a very 

ambitious goal, but I am now more than half way through the 

program with 10 classes remaining.   
 

I’d like to thank the Joy! congregation for the continual support 

of my worship ministry and schooling, especially for the 

generous monetary donation from the congregation to my 

school account this past Spring.  It is a pleasure to do ministry 

at Joy! and I thank you all for your encouragement, especially 

your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Peter Schwich 

     North Park Theological Seminary, Chicago 

     Class of 2015 

     Master of Divinity 

  

I have been working part-time at Joy! as an intern since 

September 2015. My work at Joy! is a learning opportunity 

arranged through the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

and the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. As part of my preparation for 

ordination as a pastor, I am completing field education 

requirements, including a significant amount of time spent 

working in local congregations. Joy!’s staff has generously 

created space for me to gain experience and to learn, and all 

the people of Joy! have welcomed and encouraged me over 

the past year. I have especially benefited from the dedication 

and thoughtfulness of a small lay committee that meets with 

me regularly to offer support and feedback. I will continue to 

be around Joy! through November of this year. 
 

I wrestled with the question of my call to ministry for several 

years, starting in college and extending into my early post-

college years. I studied history, theology, and classics as an 

undergrad, and then social sciences in grad school, with the 

plan to become a middle school teacher. But my sense of call 

to full-time ministry came back, and I eventually enrolled at 

North Park Theological Seminary in 2012 and earned by 

Master of Divinity Degree last December.  
 

I’m engaged to be married to my fiancée, Jade, this coming 

December at our home church in Park Ridge. Jade’s a seventh-

grade social studies and language arts teacher at Eisenhower 

Junior High School in Hoffman Estates. 
 

I’m also currently working on the Northwest Side of Chicago 

to help plant a worshiping campus of Redeemer Church. If 

God blesses this, I’ll eventually be the campus pastor for 

Redeemer Church Portage Park. 

 

The limit on consecutive paragraphs I’m comfortable writing 

that start with “I” is two, and I’ve already gone well past that, 

so I’ll end by saying a very sincere thank you to the people of 

Joy! for their generous support of my seminary education. It 

was such a cool thing to log on to my student loan servicer's 

website and see that a check had been received that I had 

nothing to do with! I know that I am just one of the many 

people whose leadership formation has been supported by 

Joy!, and I am so grateful for that. Thank you! 

9/26 & 9/28, 6-9pm — 

Men prebuild at Joy! barn 

 

10/1, 11am-5pm— 

Main event for men &  

supervised boys 

 

 

Men in Motion Event 

      10/29, 9am-3pm — 

      Delivery and in-home 

      set up. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

    Register online via the Joy! website 

 


