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Crossroads—6th, 7th & 8th graders  
meet Wednesdays at 6:30p.m. 

 
ATF—High School students  

meet Sundays at 7p.m. 

 

There’s a couple of things that say the school year is 
about to start.  School supplies showing up at Walmart, 
my kids slicing the alien-looking seed pods of our yucca 
plant open and scattering little black seeds everywhere, 
and putting together the Student Ministries calendar!  It’s 
always fun to think on everything—who is moving up from 
Crossroads or Kids Adventure Klub, guesses on how the 
group dynamics are going to flow this year, and where 
we’re all going to be on our faith journey when we’re 
closing down the year around Mother’s Day.  It’s such a 
cool blank slate for God to draw on and I can’t wait to see 
what happens. 

Crossroads (middle school) will be starting up 
on September 6th from 6:30pm-8:30pm and AtF (high 
school) will kick off on September 10th from 7pm-
9pm.  People have asked me to describe the two 
ministries and I can explain it best like this: Crossroads is 
the high-energy fireworks party and AtF is the chill night 
hanging with a group at your best friend’s house.  Both are 
awesome, you’re very likely to lose a lung from laughing 
super hard at some point during the night, but one will 
send you home happy-tired and the other will send you 
home relaxed and ready to handle your Monday.   

We’re always on the look out for adults that want to help 
serve either ministry.  There’s lots of different ways that 
our congregation can care for Crossroads or AtF.  You 
could join our small group team and care for a little pack of 
students. You could come help us serve food on AtF 
PADS nights. You could help us find awesome new 
games to exhaust Crossroads kids.  Maybe you have a 
house that could hold a bunch of us and you’d love to host 
one of our game  

 

 

 

nights.  Maybe you love to bake and want to try out new 
recipes on an appreciative audience!  You can just come 
straight to my house!!  Or maybe God has gifted you with 
some extra funds and you want to donate to our 
scholarship fund so that every kid has the opportunity to 
go on the retreats and get wrapped up in our 
community.  We so appreciate the support we receive 
from the Joy! congregation each year and how it makes a 
difference in the lives of our kids. 

Confirmation happens at the end of the year (April 13-14 is 
our retreat with the confirmation service on the 15th), but 
we ask that all 8th grade confirmation students attend 
Crossroads through the year.  When we separated 
Confirmation from Crossroads, we found that the kids 
mentally separated “learning" from “community,” and 
would leave once they felt they could check off the 
learning portion. We feel that for a kid to have a successful 
faith journey they have to be wrapped up into a church 
that cares about them.  We want them to know that 
Confirmation isn’t just about learning the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Apostle’s Creed, it’s about learning how to be a 
community together.  Crossroads is a practice that I hope 
they will carry with them through life.   

I hope all of you have a fantastic start to your fall and we 
all appreciate your prayers for all the ministry year starts 
as we pick up steam and move into our next phase! 

Register youth at: 
http://www.joystudentmin.com/registration-form.html 

 

Youth Ministry 

 
By Colin Cranmer 
Director of Youth Ministries 

http://www.joystudentmin.com/registration-form.html
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Nickels and Noses 
For pastors, the baseline for measuring a church’s 
success comes down to counting nickels and noses. 
When pastors gather we quite often ask, “How’s summer 
attendance? Are you experiencing the summer giving 
lull?” By both measures Joy! is doing well. We continue 
to experience a stream of new. And financially, giving is 
… wait for it … ahead of schedule. God is good all the 
time! God gets all the credit! However, I think it’s 
important to pause, name, and celebrate God’s unique 
movements at Joy!  

Andy Stanley, pastor of the multi-site Northpoint Church 
in Atlanta, spoke on this topic at the Willow Creek Global 
Leadership Summit. This annual conference influences 
close to 500,000 pastors, corporate executives, and 
everyone in between. By all measures, Andy Stanley’s 
church is doing very well. North Point currently averages 
more than 36,000 people in attendance among its six 
campuses each week, making it the largest church in 
Metro Atlanta and according to Outreach Magazine, the 
largest church in the United States as of 2014. Lots of 
nickels and noses! 

 
If We Had To Do It All Over Again 
Reflecting on their success, Andy asked his staff and 
leadership, “If we had to do it all over again what would 
we do all over again? What really worked?” In an culture 
where as many as 4000 churches close a year, with 
God’s help, Northpoint was doing something uniquely 
better. 
 
Reflecting on our continued growth and health at Joy, I 
asked myself, “If we had to do it all over again what 
would we do all over again?” Where do we experience 
God’s unique movement at Joy!?  
 
Leadership and Staff Development 
If we were going to do it all over again, we’d make sure 
to invest in our people; specifically our leaders and staff. 
With God’s help we would do whatever we could to help 
people be the best version of themselves; the person 
God had in mind when He created you! Our leaders and 
staff continue to become increasingly aware of how God 
hard-wired them, what pushes their buttons and what 
gives them joy, and how to deal with conflict. Our 
leaders and staff have the capacity to deal with whatever 
conflict they encounter. I tell pastors from other 
churches, “Joy does conflict recreationally.” And like 
you’re doing right now, they look confused! Let me 
explain.  
 

With God’s help, we run towards conflict rather than 
away from it. Because even in conflict we believe that 
whenever two or more gather in Jesus name, he’s going 
to be there helping people to forgive and reconcile. 
Leadership and staff development is something unique 
God is doing to help us be the church God has in mind.  
 
Including Youth In Key Ministry Areas 
If we were going to do it all over again, we’d make sure 
to include youth in key ministry areas. Pay attention 
Sunday mornings to the band on the stage. If you’ve 
ever been to another contemporary church, do you 
notice something different about our band? Youth! We 
have youth playing in the band. The youth, who are part 
of the regular rotation, are being mentored by other 
more seasoned musicians. Including youth in key 
ministry areas is something unique God is doing to help 
us be the church God has in mind. 
 
Small Groups 
If we were going to do it all over again, we’d make sure 
to start small groups immediately. With God’s help, we 
have over 210 people in small groups. That’s 70% of the 
number of people we worship on Sunday. And in these 
small groups God is on the move. People are growing in 
their relationship with God and one another. When 
someone is going through a difficult time, rather than call 
the church, the majority of the time they call on their 
small group. Their small group cares for them, 
celebrates with them, and values them! As a Lutheran 
church, the number of small groups we have is 
something unique God is doing to help us be the church 
God has in mind. 
 
And I am just scratching the surface of all God is doing. 
With God’s help and unique direction, may we continue 
to be the church God has in mind.  
Amen? 

If We Had To Do It All Over Again 
By Mark Borgetti – Lead Pastor 

Nursery News: 
I would like to thank Kaitlynn Camardo for her 2-1/2 
years of service to our children and families.  She 
resigned from her staff nursery position on 8/13. 
Kaitlynn served with a heart for children and their 
families and are grateful for the time she gave to our 
faith family.   
 
We are looking for a staff co-lead person for 10:30 
and occasional classes.  If interested, contact Jim 
Kerwin at JFKerwin@aol.com 

  

 

Pictures and words are often times not enough to 
describe events we experience and people we meet. No 
matter how hard we try, we cannot fully express the 
richness of the scenery or the beauty of the people and 
interactions that we have with them. Facebook pictures 
give a glimpse and telling stories offer an insight, but 
nothing fully communicates every aspect of the 
experience. Also, if you share your stories or pictures for 
too long or too often, your audience, be they family, 
friends, or church members, start to get a glazed look 
and drift away.  
 
So, if you heard me talk at church about the summer 
mission trip, the short story is this: If you want to 
experience time in a beautiful part of the world, create 
relationships with amazing people and help others while 
doing so, a trip to El Salvador is a very rewarding 
experience and I urge you to go.  
 
For those of you who have not heard about this 
opportunity or have not had your fill, allow me to share 
with you the excitement, beauty and Christ-filled 
experience of my participation.  
 
It took me about two years to say, “Yes”. First, was the 
excuse that we did not have sufficient funds. Sure the 
church offers to help, but we generally could afford it. It 
would be a financial commitment, which allowed me, at 
the time, to say, “Not yet.” Later, we found we could 
open a minimal Thrivent account (which we did —one 
for each of our children) and that would further offset the 
cost. Still, the timing was not right. As a teacher I could 
not go in the fall when the trips were planned. Then they 
added a summer trip, but my husband was to be gone 
that first summer. They continued to keep doing the 
summer trips and I kept feeling God’s tug.  
 
I decided to go to one of the meetings to see what the 
trip was actually about and of course, that became my 
first commitment to a “Yes”. In following meetings, I met 
others who were also going on the mission trip and I 
was able to learn what it entailed from both the leaders, 
as well as people who had been to El Salvador several 
times before. Mark and Rose Froseth and the entire 
group were supportive and friendly. Another few 
meetings and I was led through getting airline tickets, 
packing tips and more of what to expect.  
 
The day finally arrived after many anticipatory months. 
My husband dropped me off at terminal 5 at O’Hare and 
it was El Salvador here we come! After about a four and 
a half hour flight, we landed in San Salvador, where we 
spent the first night. The next day we attended and 
participated in a church service in Santa Anna, ate lunch 
at Pollo Campero (They have delicious chicken!), and 

did some shopping at Ataco. We ended the day in 
Ahuachapan, where our work site would be located.  
 
During the week, we worked hard with local masons and 
helpers to move dirt, tamp dirt floors, sand cinder block 
walls, and sift sand. As I look back on that week, my 
recollections are not necessarily about the physical 
work, but about the people I met and the culture I 
experienced. Francis and Jorge, our interpreters, were 
genuine and patient, always there to translate or answer 
my many questions. The masons and their helpers were 
so skilled and patient with us as we learned and 
completed the jobs they gave us. The personalities of 
each of them shining through as we worked together all 
week.  
 
Sylvia, a neighbor, so gracious in preparing our snacks 
and opening up her home to us for meals and 
celebrations. We met the family whose house we were 
working on. Raoul, Ingrid, and Diego were so thankful 
and grateful for what we were doing for them. The 
women of a local co-op displayed kindness, patience, 
and generosity in spending time with us and giving us a 
cooking lesson one morning. Our week ended with 
some rest and relaxation amidst the beauty of El 
Salvador.  
 
I was blessed. Blessed by the El Salvadorian Habitat for 
Humanity team. Blessed by all of the people of El 
Salvador that I met… who displayed kindness, humility, 
hospitality, patience, gratitude, and generosity. Blessed 
by my traveling companions, Juli, Jen, Mike, Tom, 
Rachel, Mark, and Rose who provided me with laughter 
and encouragement.  
 
Blessed to experience a land not my own, a culture so 
beautiful and “rich.” Humbly, I was blessed by God for 
merely saying yes to the gift he offered me. I pray that 
you consider also accepting that gift if you hear Him 
offering the opportunity to you.  
 

El Salvador Mission Trip 
by Cindy Hughes  
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I want to share a few thoughts with you as together we seek to learn what it means to live lifestyles of restora-
tion at a time when we are being called to take more significant action to fight the hate that is growing in it's bold-
ness in our communities. 

In the days since the display of violence and evil in Charlottesville, VA, I have been fascinated as I've watched my 
Facebook feed flood with public condemnations of these White Supremacist sects and the ideology that drives 
them.  

As you wrestle (as I am) with how best to respond yourself to this very real evil at work among us (and in many of 
us!), I want to suggest something from what we have learned here at JUSTembrace. 

Verbal condemnation of evil is important. Protest is important. Political action and reform are critical to building a 
more just society.  

However. 

If we are not committed to walking, touching, and eating restorative living - our words, protests, political 
agendas, and social viewpoints are simply self-justifying shields telling the world that we are 'woke' and 
distancing us from what we abhor while preventing us from battling the prejudice in our own hearts.  

Jesus upset the Supremacists of his day (the Pharisees) by eating with the unclean, walking with the poor, 
and using his own body to restore.  Did you know Jesus did not just pronounce healing - he rubbed his spit in 
someone's eyes, he stuck his fingers in a guy's ears, he touched a man's tongue, he let a whore kiss his feet, 

he touched a leper, and he ate meals with the most undesirable people in the neighborhood.  

While I understand the need to speak out against the evil that is threatening to normalize in our communities - I 
want to suggest that if our lifestyles reflect our views of justice and humanity, our collective protest of life-
style would be more powerful and fight evil way more effectively than any march, protest, legislative changes, 
or effort to raise awareness ever could on their own. 

If we wish to be people of restoration - we must allow our sense of injustice to take root in the rhythms of our 
lives - who do we touch? Who do we eat with? Where can we be found hanging out and spending our time and 
money?  

While we are being compelled to action for GOOD reason right now - please do not forget that the most revolu-
tionary thing we can do for the world is lean into a lifestyle of restoration. When we are working it out day in and 
day out - the integrity we bring to the fight for justice will bare abundant fruit and call others out of lives of reaction 
and into lives of restoration! 
 

Restoration is Revolutionary 
 

by Sherilyn Sheets,   

founder of Just Embrace 

  

 

Men's Bunkbed Ministry: New Logo, Same Intent 
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The bunkbed ministry formerly known as Men in Motion 
has a new name and logo that more accurately reflects 
the output of guys serving our community around us! 
The mission is the same—invite and provide a way for 
men who want to ‘plug-in’ to service here at Joy! in a fun, 
meaningful way! 

The 2017 team is lead by Greg Steele, Steve Shaffer, 
and Mike Hitchingham for men (17yrs and older)        
interested in any or all of the following three dates/ways 
to serve (save the dates!): 

 October 3 & 5, 6pm-9pm (8 to 10 Men over 17)   
Two week day evenings for pre build work in the Joy! 
barn will include cutting, sanding, router and drilling 
of 2x4’s and plywood. 

 October 14, 11am-5pm (Men and supervised boys)   
An afternoon in the Joy! barn of food and fellowship 
and final assembly, stain and completion of the 16 
beds built each year. 

 October 28, 9am-3pm (Families) Morning and early 
afternoon truck delivery and assembly, in homes of 
in-need families identified by Love Inc. including  
mattresses, bedding and stuffed animals. 

Families are highly encouraged to serve on bunkbed 
delivery day October 28. If you or someone you know 
has been looking for a fast paced way to get to know 
other families in the congregation this is a great place to 
start. 

Also if you are interested in serving on the leadership 
team or donate bedding, stuffed animals or would like to 
get involved contact Greg Steele at greg-
steele83@yahoo.com regarding the event, or Mike 
Hitchingham at mikehitchingham@att.net regarding the 
family delivery coordination for more information. 

Watch for online and paper registration which begins on 
9/10, donations of $30 per registration are welcomed, 
one fee covers all of the three service dates helping to 
fund the next years build. 

 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ Adventure Klub aka Sunday School   
September 10

th
 

9:00 – PS-K & 1
st

-5
th

 
10:30 – PS-K, 1

st
-3

rd
, & On Target 4

th
/5

th
  

 

Registration will begin on Sunday, August 27th for children 3 years old through 5
th
 grade at the 

Children’s Desk in the Connections Space. Online registration is also on the Joy Website under the 
Children’s tab.  For more information about Children/Family Ministry contact Cheryl O’Neill at 
cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org 

Pre-Build: October 3 & 5 
8-10 men over 17 from 6 to 9 pm 

 
Build:  October 14 

Men & supervised boys from 11 am-5 pm 
 

Deliver: October 28 
Families from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Next Baptism Class       April 23 

 

Learn about God’s grace through the waters 

of Baptism 

Children & adults have been seen all over the 
Lake County area & around Joy…sharing the 

love of Jesus with others! 

We began this adventure at Vacation Bible School, where 
we learned that we were Created by God… Built for a 
Purpose…WOW God!.  Then, we began our sermon series 
God in the Sacred and the Secular… where Flat Jesus 
began his adventure, to some changes in our nursery staff, 
the exploration of having a special needs ministry, a Joy!
Serve project to make blankets for Cory’s Project, and to 
begin planning for the kick off of Kids’ Adventure Klub this 
September.   

We begin our summer adventure with Vacation Bible 
School, where, 25 leaders, 135 children, and 110 youth 
and adult volunteers came together to learn that God Build 
us for a Purpose.  Our mission project this year was Cory’s 
Project – “Lifting up Pediatric Cancer Patients”.  Cory’s 
project was close to several of our leaders’ hearts, one who 
was a recipient of this project while her son was in the 
hospital.  We learned that God made you, God is for you, 
God is always with you, God will always love you and God 
made you for a reason…WOW God!!  And Wow God was it 
ever…this year’s goal for our mission project was to raise 
$3,000 to purchase gift cards to help parents, games, 
books, small toys and activities, DVD’s, blankets and much 
more.    

God had much grander plans than we could imagine.  I 
think Holly Rossmann (Mission Leader) said it best…“This 
mission was something that touched every single person’s 
heart and I got to witness that. From two year olds to the 
adult volunteers, people just kept opening their hearts to 
this. God has opened so many doors for me through this 
project and words cannot describe how thankful I am for 
that. This entire mission continues to be a Godsighting for 
me.”  We raised over $7,000 to touch the lives of children 
and their families with the love of Jesus…WOW God! 

Jesus is everywhere! 
Flat Jesus began His adventure on June 25th with the 
Sermon Series, Sacred in the Secular.  I had no idea just 
how much fun this adventure would be and how not only 
children, but adults embraced this concept.  I have so loved 
watching Facebook, printing pictures and graphing the map 
all the places Flat Jesus has been!   

Flat Jesus began with Christina DelGrosso introducing Him 
at Joy during the Children’s Message.  That first week, 
Jesus was at various parks in Lake County, a block party, a 
birthday party, swimming, on job sites, at parades & picnics 
and even getting caught in the rain!  Flat Jesus even made 
it out of the country.  He was seen in Mexico, in El 
Salvador, London and even Switzerland.  He made it to 12 
States, and approximately 30 plus cities.  He was with the 
youth and leaders on the Joy mission trip, at quilt ministry, 
in several restaurants and vacations. 

Some of my favorite memories were receiving a phone call 
from Laura DelGrosso that the auditor for the company she 
works at took her Flat Jesus to share at her church.  Or 
when Virginia Kelley posted Where’s Flat Jesus on 
Facebook… and not being able to find him!  I needed my 
faith family to give me clues!! Now that is Jesus in the 
midst of our everyday lives. 

Mike Scimeca shared the following thoughts with me.  “I 
think Flat Jesus is one of the most important ministries Joy 
has.  Most of us know Jesus is with us all the time no 
matter where we are.  But sometimes we don't feel that 
presence as much.  We may even doubt He is actually with 
us.  Sometimes having a physical reminder helps.  I know it 
has helped me. 

I have my Flat Jesus sitting in the pencil cup on my desk at 
work.  I'd haven’t posted a picture of him there, I am not 
allowed to have my phone out while I'm at my desk 
because I work with sensitive financial information.  On 
difficult days, or in difficult situations, I have to just look to 
my left to see Him smiling at me.  He is telling me that 
everything will be okay.” 

What a great reminder, just like in VBS…Jesus is always 
with you! Jesus is always for you!  WOW God!! 

 Where has Jesus  
been this summer? 

By Cheryl O’Neill,  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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Ed Minor likes a challenge and in 2012 he faced a big 
one!  Ed was at a memorial for his mother when the news 
was confirmed that he had stage 4 tonsil cancer and it had 
already spread to his lymph nodes. Now, Ed had not been 
to church in a very long time, but on that day he not only 
felt his mom with him as he learned the news but also felt 
close to God. He knew in that moment he had to be strong 
and trust God.  
 
Ed was encouraged to do very aggressive treatment and 
remained in the hospital most of February and March that 
year. After 12 weeks there was no signs of the masses and 
Ed began radiation. During this time he prayed for 3 things: 
for strength and understanding to fight this cancer; for his 
family to be at peace with whatever happened; and finally 
for the acceptance of God’s will—pleading that he’d use 
whatever strength God gave him to do good in the world. 
 
 
After treatment, Ed faced his recovery with as much 
aggressiveness as he had battled cancer. Convinced he 
needed to be the best version of himself, Ed accepted and 
invitation by Joy! member, Jim Pucevich, to attend Joy! on 
Palm Sunday. he decided to take another stab at it. Ed 
immediately felt the warmth and energy of the church and 
wanted to come back! During this time, Ed also reached 
his 5 year cancer-versary.  
 
The magic of 5 years is the move from patient to survivor. 
Now it was the time to follow through on his promise to 
God to do something for others. He reflected back to a 
fundraising golf marathon he saw 10 years earlier and 
thought it was a great idea. He could use his passion for 
golf to give back to others while showing he had beaten 
cancer! He began a rigorous cardio workout that also 
included weight lifting and began preparing to play 100 
holes of golf. 
 
Ed connected to Mark and Rose Froseth at Joy!, learned 
about Housing First Lake County efforts and the 
importance of looking out for our brothers and sisters. He 
created Aim Fore One with a goal to house one individual 
for a year by golfing 100 holes . That’s a goal of $10,800! 
When Ed’s employer learned of his efforts they donated 
$1000 up front, and agreed to match $2000 from any 
employees donating. Although 19 out of the 20 car 
dealerships he visited for sponsorships said no, one gave 
him $250 and encourage him not to give up. Eventually Ed 
exceeded his goal and raised over $11,000!  
 
The one donation Ed will never forget came from a Joy! 3rd 
grader, Addison Baker . Addison was in a cast and 
approached the Aim Fore One table and explained how 
she couldn’t  golf because of her arm. She then reached in 
her pocket and said, “But I can give you this $5.00.”  
 
 
 

 
Ed went through many 
challenges trying to raise the 
money needed but at the 
halfway point he realized he was 
making a difference. This was 
something good he was doing 
and he cried. 
 
Mark even reminded him that he 
was doing something beautiful 
and spreading the Word at the 
same time and that every effort 
was raising awareness of the 
homeless issues and worthwhile whether they equated to a 
donation or not. A friend of Ed’s approached him once and 
said “You don’t know what kind of an inspiration you are” 
and handed him $500. 
 
Ed admits that prior to this he didn’t know much about the 
chronically homeless. He admitted he had struggles, his 
health, a divorce, and some financial hardships, but never 
the threat of being without a roof over his head. How do we 
relate to having no connections, no possessions, no safe 
place? Ed said, “Cancer sucks but I learned more about life 
than what it took away from me.”  
 
He has a clearer understanding of his priorities and his 
beliefs and now this new passion to help Housing First. 
While Ed doesn’t plan to walk another 100 holes, he is 
looking at new ways to support the chronically homeless 
and get other survivors to consider giving back in this way. 
 
The Housing First Program is done in partnership with local 
houses of worship and other organizations that sponsor a 
housing unit for a chronically homeless individual, 
providing them with the housing - coupled with supportive 
services - that they would otherwise never be able to 
achieve and sustain. Anyone can make a donation- either 
one time or ongoing. Simply go to  

http://www.padslakecounty.org/housingfirstnew. 

 

 

Cancer Survivor  
Pays It Forward! 
 
By Jenelle Ancona,  
Relational Ministries 
Coordinator 

http://www.padslakecounty.org/housingfirstnew

