
Did you know there is such a thing called 

National Back to Church Day? NBTC day 

is a campaign strategically designed to 

help churches reach out and invite 

everyone to try church again.  

Many people take a few months “off” of 

church as schedules fill with picnics, 

parties, baseball games, vacations, etc. 

and often when it’s over there are 

feelings of disconnect with their faith 

families and people find it hard to fit 

church back into their routine so there 

are specific campaigns to help get 

people excited again to “come back 

home.” 

Churches even intentionally schedule 

events and kickoffs around National 

Back to Church day which is mid Sept, 

after Labor Day, when most families and 

individuals are craving routine again. 

So here we are…. On the verge of the 

change of seasons, both in the 

atmosphere and also in the church 

realm, and I am excited to see faces I 

haven’t seen in a while and to get back 

into an accountability relationship with 

my small group and be in the Word 

regularly, to reestablish partnerships for 

awesome, upcoming events  and to 

simply have routine back in my own life. 

As you, too, look ahead I want you to see 

what’s on the horizon in Relational 

Ministry here at Joy! so as you begin to re

-establish a routine when you can carve 

out time to participate or partner in the 

follow opportunities: 

 Small groups are back 

on a regular schedule 

and working together on 

a single focus church-

wide study called, 

Finding Your Way Back 

to God this fall. New 

groups are forming and 

other ones are preparing for someone like 

YOU to join and grow deeper in the Word 

and deeper in relationship with one 

another. We have 22 small groups and 

are always open to new ones!  

 Special Events 

This year it’s a blessing to offer an 

opportunity like the Beth Moore Simulcast 

for Joy! women along with other women in 

the community to learn from and grow 

deeper in their relationships with God 

during a day long, fun filled, worshipful 

event on Sept 12th!  

Also on the horizon, is our Men In Motion 

Event targeted directly at ALL men who 

have been looking to serve and connect, 

but have had limited time or ways to do 

so. This is a day long opportunity on Oct. 

3rd to use power tools and eat good food 

while making a difference for a child in 

Lake County, who doesn’t have a bed to 

sleep on each night. 
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Joy! Highs and Lows 

 Theme painting of KAK 

Classrooms 

 Storage areas being 

organized by Riley Maguire 

 New intern, Peter Schwich, 

joins Joy! 

 New sign installed 

 5 Small Groups 

participating in church-wide 

Bible Study this fall 

 Death of Joy! member, 

Ronald Traub 

September 2015 

A New Season of Opportunities  by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministries Coordinator 

Free Book Sundays! 

An opportunity to select free 

books for your home libraries 

or to share with others; books 

by Norman Vincent Peale, Gary 

Chapman, Billy Graham, Robert 

Schuller, Patsy Clairmont, Luci 

Swindoll, Mac Lucado and 

many others. 

Where: Joy! Power House 

Library  

Why: we have more books than 

we have room; we need to 

downsize 

When: Sunday, September 

13th and Sunday, September 

20th from 9am – Noon 

Please stop by and take a look: 

many titles to choose from - 

fiction, nonfiction, adult and 

children’s; even some music 

cd’s. If you have any questions, 

please contact Gail Schrader at 

gschrader50@jlschrad.net. 



Right now, PADS is in the midst of a ten-

year plan to end chronic homelessness by 

2016?!!  It’s so exciting that we have to 

share what we’ve learned: 

 Joy! has always had a heart for serving 

the homeless population in Lake 

County.  There will always be a need for 

short-term housing help, but PADS was 

never meant to be a permanent 

solution for homeless people.   

 “Housing First” is a highly effective 

approach to ending chronic 

homelessness by providing permanent 

housing right away and then offering 

other services as needed.   

 Stable housing puts people in a better 

position to benefit voluntarily from 

needed services over time. In contrast, 

with less effective traditional 

approaches, “Housing First” does not 

force homeless people to complete or 

comply with treatment, mental 

healthcare, employment training or 

other services in order to access and 

maintain permanent housing, but 

rather offers these services alongside 

housing. 

 Numerous studies find that housing 

first ends homelessness for chronically 

homeless individuals faster, more often 

and more permanently than treatment-

based approaches during which the 

client must first make certain lifestyle 

changes before being considered for 

housing. 

 The vast majority of “Housing First” 

tenants (85% on average) do not return 

to homelessness, remaining stably 

housed at rates that often exceed those 

of their counterparts in traditional 

“treatment first” programs. 

 

 

 Offering permanent housing 

measurably lowers taxpayer costs by 

reducing chronically homeless 

people’s reliance on expensive 

services like hospitals, emergency 

rooms and criminal justice services. 

Permanent supportive housing is far 

cheaper than these services. 

 We can be a part of the solution.  

Using our many God-given resources, 

it is possible for us to help lower the 

number of chronically homeless in 

Lake County. 

If you want to learn more contact Mark 

Froseth at markfroseth@outlook.com. 

 

  Your friends from “Faith 

  in Action” small group 

 

 

 

One simple thing will make a big 

difference in the life of an at-risk child: 

One-on-one, positive attention from a 

responsible, caring adult.   

Kids Hope USA develops these one-on-

one relationships through the creation of 

church-school partnerships that pair 

church members with at-risk kids in 

supportive, mentoring relationships. 

Kids Hope USA mentors spend just one 

hour per week, reading, talking, playing 

and listening to a child at school. By 

helping the child feel loved and valued, 

they help that child to learn, grow and 

succeed. 

ONE CHILD, ONE HOUR, ONE CHURCH, 

ONE SCHOOL!!! 

For more information or to become a 

mentor, please contact Pete Petersen 

at 360-672-848, rep0210@outlook.com  

or Robin Bergstrom at 224-392-4712, 

rkbergstrom45@gmail.com. 

Mentoring a Child 
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Urban Plunge 

How would you like to walk in 

Jesus' feet for a weekend? Eat 

with those who Jesus ate with. 

Talk and share stories with the 

ones Jesus hung out with. See 

those that are unseen and help 

restore their lives while changing 

your life at the same time.  Live 

and experience a weekend like 

Jesus did.  Come join us on an 

upcoming Urban Plunge week-

end: Oct. 16-18, Nov. 20-22!   

For more info, contact  

markfroseth@outlook.com. 

COOL Food Pantry 

COOL Food Pantry sends its 

thanks to Joy! for our continued 

support, both with food and 

monetary donations. Food for 

the month of September is 

canned fruit. Please leave your 

donations in the shopping cart 

by the front entrance of Joy! If 

you have questions, please 

contact Becky Valenta at 

beckilito@gmail.com or  

847-752-8898. 

End Chronic Homelessness by 

2016? Whaaaat? 
            Provided by Mark Froseth 

Baptism Class 

Anyone interested in Baptism 

for their child or as an adult, 

should plan on attending the 

Baptism Class on Oct. 5 at 

6:30pm; light meal will be 

served. Any questions, please 

contact Children & Family  

Ministry Director,  

Cheryl.oneill@joylutheran.org. 



           by Colin Cranmer 

Every year around this time, I have the same conversation 

with kids and parents.  "I'm not sure that I will like youth 

group," "I don't know anyone," "We're just so busy."  It’s 

nerve wracking to think about how you (or your kid) will fit 

into a new group, whether it will go well or whether they will 

have one bad experience, be turned off church forever, and 

then every Sunday will be a fight and then they'll get 

addicted to horse racing and when you die, they'll have 

your funeral at Arlington Race Track instead of a church 

because they won't go inside one.  (Just my parent brain is 

paranoid? Okay, then.) 

Silliness aside, it's scary to ask your kid to do something 

they are afraid of (and maybe we're afraid of, 

too).  However, church is where they can make  friends with 

similar values and support systems, where they can explore 

what they believe about God and spirituality on their own, 

and get hooked in with adult mentors who will cheerlead 

the daylights out of them.  The benefits of what could 

happen for your child are well worth the ask of them. 

Here's a few thoughts on how to work with kids on 

this.  Give them choices and freedom within the 

boundaries.  A family here at Joy! offers this choice to their 

kids.  They say, "Kids, it is an important thing to our family 

that you are connected to a youth group.  You are welcome 

to choose which youth group you go to, and we will help 

with rides and whatever you need to get there.  However, 

you have to go to a youth group once a week."   

They also offer their kids a once a month pass in case of 

homework issues, but they have to use it wisely.  The 

takeaway is not to make the fight about going to youth 

group--make that a given and keep track of it.  Ask them at 

the beginning of the week where they are planning on 

going.  (With my girls, I will be finding a youth group at the 

end of the week that I can bring them too, should they not 

plan well for themselves.) 

 

I am always happy to meet ahead of time with families, 

and can honestly say that both AtF and Crossroads are 

filled to the brim with sweet, good natured kids and we do 

a good job of making sure people feel included and have a 

blast.  This year is going to be a ton of fun, and we've been 

having fun planning a great year.  I also have great con-

nections with other youth groups in case you need other 

ideas or different days for a schedule that just won't mesh 

with ours. 

Youth group is a huge undergirder to the values that  

families are working to instill in their kids and can help 

them explore those in a safe environment without feeling 

"pressed upon."  Busyness will always be apart of life, but 

we want faith to continue for a lifetime, where it's possible 

soccer and theater may not carry over into adult life, and 

even if it does, it shouldn't be at the price of an active  

relationship with God.  We are praying for everyone as 

they set up their calendars for the year! Have a great fall! 



Close your eyes and picture a fire 

burning, like a campfire.  Can you see it?  

The colorful flames crackle with intense 

heat.  When more logs are added, the 

flames reach even higher, like they’re 

dancing in mid air.  A fire gives off light 

and energy.  It’s mesmerizing.  A simple 

spark has the potential to ignite another 

fire.    This illustration gives you an idea 

of what it was like, for me, to participate 

in the 2015 Global Leadership Summit.  

It was such a meaningful experience. 

The 2 day conference agenda is packed 

full of passionate individuals discussing 

the role of leadership in personal, 

professional and spiritual lives.  Like 

many, one of my favorite speakers was 

Bill Hybels.  Hybels is the founder and 

Senior Pastor of Willow Creek 

Community Church in Barrington.  His 

opening talk discussed the “intangible of 

leadership” which included:  grit, self-

awareness, resourcefulness, self-

sacrificing love and  sense of meaning. 

Hybels used the story of David forming 

his army to illustrate the need to love 

your “team” like family – to serve them, 

invest in them and pray for them.   

Hybels challenged leaders to express 

genuine love and concern to your 

“team”, as this sets the tone for the 

entire organization.  I accept this 

challenge as I make it my goal to let love 

be the core of my leadership style.  

I was inspired by many leadership 

stories and the impact that great leaders 

are having in their communities.  The 

conference lit a fire within my heart, 

renewed my confidence and made me 

hunger to be a better leader. 

 

Coming this fall! Don’t miss this class! We all 

need a plan for our money.  Financial Peace 

University (FPU) is a part of that plan.  This is an 

amazing class that provides peace and hope! 

FPU helps people to improve their finances 

through videos, class discussions, and small 

group activities.  This is a course developed by 

Dave Ramsay to teach God's ways of handling 

money.  Topics include getting rid of debt, 

managing your money, saving for college, and 

saving for retirement.  This can help all types of 

people better manage money – from beginners 

to seasoned investors.  You don’t need to share 

any personal information like income or assets.  

If you want to learn how to better handle 

money, this class is for you. 

People who have taken this class have stated 

that it has improved their finances, as well as 

improving their marriage and other 

relationships.  Recent participants have shared 

the following feedback about their experiences: 

 FPU gave me the tools to tell my money 

where to go, rather than ask where it went. 

 Making these changes may be difficult at 

first, but the success will be well worth it. 

 It’s never too early to take this class. 

Class Details: 

September 23-November 18 

Wednesdays 7:00-8:30pm 

$100 per family provides box of materials & 

lifetime membership for resources (financial 

scholarships available). 

To learn more or register, go to http://

www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/

class/100337 or sign up on the kiosk in the 

Connections Café or via Joy!’s web page. 

A Simple Spark   by Laura Shabat 

Reflections on the Global Leadership Summit 
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College Cares is a 4x/per 

school year opportunity for Joy! 

parents to send a care package 

to their child, who is actively 

enrolled in college, so they 

know their church family loves 

them!.  

To have your child receive a box 

is simple:  

 Sign up at the Info Center 

and pay 15.00 to cover 

each box & shipping 

 Complete a form with your 

child’s information  

 Bring a donation to be 

shared with every partici-

pating student  

 And finally YOU or a family 

member show up on the 

set dates to pack the box!! 

Watch the bulletin and enews 

for upcoming dates. 

Financial Peace U Classes 
    by Cheryl McCumber 

The Global Leadership Summit (GLS) is 

held annually in August. If you would like 

to join fellow Joy! attendees, mark your 

calendars now. 

New Bible Studies 

Starting Oct. 18: 

9:00a.m. Sundays for 6 weeks 

Frist 12 chapters of the book of 

John led by Pastor Al Caldwell. 

 

10:30a.m. Sundays for 8 

weeks 

The book of Philippians led by 

Joy! Intern, Peter Schwich 

 

Sign up for either or both 

Studies on the kiosk in the 

Connections Café starting 

9/13. If you have any 

questions, please contact Mark 

Froseth at 

markfroseth@outlook.com 



The Children’s Ministry 

Embracing Change 

We begin a new adventure in Kids 

Adventure KLub!!! New 

curriculum, new theming of 

hallway walls and classrooms in 

the Children’s area and a brand 

new, on fire, Children’s Ministry 

Team!!! I can’t begin to tell you 

how excited I am for this fall’s programming!!!  You will be 

seeing extreme changes in the coming weeks!!!  Some 

extremely visible…and some… not so much!!!  I just spent 

several hours with some of the new Children’s Ministry team, 

in leadership training, in fellowship, in planning, and 

dreaming about the future of Children’s Ministry… here are 

some main takeaways: 
 

 We need to be laser focused 

 We see opportunities where others see obstacles 

 Failure is a necessity 

 Leaders need to have IT for your ministry to get IT.  

(Organizations that have IT are led by people who have 

IT.) 

Wow! These leaders not only embraced this concept they, 

are as excited as I am. Cannot wait for the year to begin. 

Kids’ Adventure Klub   
We heard and listened to the feedback from the parent 

survey…as well as the round table discussions we had last 

spring!  Because of your love and honesty, we have the 

opportunity for change, and we don’t see this as an 

obstacle!!!  

Here are some things you need to know to help you 

participate in Kids’ Adventure Klub: 

1. KAK begins on Sunday, September 13th at 9:00 & 

10:30 for children 3 years old thru 5th grade.  Check in 

at the Children’s desk in the Connections Café before 

worship.  Please register prior to the 13th!!! 

 At 9:00am we will offer 2 classes using Faithweaver 

Friends Curriculum: 3 yr old through K in the 

nursery, 1st – 5th grade in room 4 

 At 10:30am we will offer 3 classes using 

Faithweaver Friends Curriculum: 3 yr. old – K in 

Room 1, 1st/2nd grade in room 2,  3rd grade in 

room 3, 4th/5th Grade (new name…On Target) in 

room 4.  They will be diving into new curriculum also 

using Scary, Gross, and Weird Stories of the Bible!!! 
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2. All age groups will be journaling as part of their class time!  I 

can’t wait to see how God transforms their lives as they grow 

in their relationship with Jesus Christ!!!  We are going to be 

laser focused on helping children build a relationship with 

Christ.   

3. Each week we will be sharing with families what children are 

doing in class.  We want you, parents and guardians, to 

continue the conversation during the week.  This is not a 

HAVE to…it’s a GET to!!! 

4. We will be offering at least two service opportunities for 

families with children!!! 

5. We have numerous opportunities for you to join in the 

adventure: 

 Volunteer to have a conversation with one of the 

Children’s Ministry Team to see where you fit in this 

ministry to help share your faith with children!! 

 Join some of the new teams being formed…including 

leading one.  (Special Events, Service Opportunities & 

Supplies Teams) 

 Join us for a volunteer informational meeting on Monday, 

August 31 at 6:45 in the Connections Café.  A light dinner 

will be served. 

 Sponsor 4 children’s faith journals ($25.00) or any 

amount. 

As we embark on all of these new adventures, we wanted to 

remind you of how laser focused we are here at Joy! in Children's 

Ministry. 

Mission: Welcome all children to experience the love of Jesus; 

Encourage parents to be the faith center of their home; and Guide 

families to shine the light of Christ in their daily lives. 

Vision: We know that God has given the first responsibility of 

children to parents, and the Children’s Ministry Vision is equipping 

parents to confidently be the faith center of their home and 

walking with their children and growing faithfully together. 

We provide an environment to encourage and teach families to 

live out Christian values such as honesty, integrity, hope, love, 

grace and faith in Jesus Christ.   

Values:  

 Provide a nurturing, safe, and fun environment for all children. 

 Creatively use multi-intelligence and multiple learning styles 

to help children grow in their faith. 

 Help children and families understand Biblical concepts, 

scripture and Christian values relevant to their lives and 

equipping them to share the good news of Jesus. 

 Aid leaders and volunteers as they grow in service using their 

spiritual gifts to glorify God’s Kingdom.  

Join me in helping to make our mission, vision and values a reality 

along with praying for our children, parents, and ministry as we 

begin this new adventure!!!! 

Kids’ Adventure Klub (KAK) By Cheryl O’Neill, Director Children & Family Ministry  
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Summer Baptisms       provided by Cheryl O’Neill

  

 

Noah, Natalie & Dean Thorson 

Baptized May 31st 

Avery Lynn Karau 

Baptized June 7th 

Cole Wesley James 

Baptized July 12th 

Annaliese Tyler Nichols 

Baptized August 9th 

Annabelle Jane Kirschbaum 

Baptized August 9th 

Hannah Court Alden 

Baptized July 12th 

Autumn Brianne Szczerba 

Baptized August 23th 



Pastor’s Peace by Mark Borgetti, Lead Pastor 

4 Important Announcements, Just in Case You Missed the July eConnections 

 

#1 Jori Maguire; Joy!’s New OUT Director 

Jori Maguire has accepted the position of Joy!’s OUT Director and will be working side-by-side with  

Pastor Mark developing Joy!’s overall outreach vision and strategy. Her initial primary objectives will be: 

 Developing relationships with Joy!’s mission leaders and our ministry partners, (e.g. PADS, COOL, 

JAIL, Love Inc. Giving TREE, Prayer Quilts, Bike Ministry, El Salvador); understanding their purpose 

and the people they serve so that Joy! can develop projects to meet their needs.   

 Reviewing the results of the 2014 Listening Campaign that revealed Joy!’s desire to increase our 

outreach and mission presence in the surrounding community.   

Here’s a little more about Jori: 

“I’m excited to be the Director of OUT Ministries and can’t wait to use my skills in organization and hospitality to help JOY!  

create dynamic outreach. With my passion for reaching others through relational ministry, I look forward to working with our 

partner organizations to share the redeeming love and grace of Jesus Christ. I’ll graduate from North Park University in  

December with a bachelor’s degree in Organizational Leadership with an emphasis in Nonprofit Management.” 

 

#2 Peter Schwich; Joy!’s New Intern 

Starting in September, partnering with the Lutheran School of Theology Chicago, Peter Schwich will be Joy!’s new seminarian 

intern. Peter is on staff at Redeemer Lutheran church, a multi-site church, in Park Ridge and has been slotted to launch their 

third site in the Jefferson Park/Portage Park neighborhood of Chicago. Before the official launch, Peter will be developing his 

pastoral skills at Joy!. I believe Joy! will have a positive influence on Peter AND Peter will have a positive influence on Joy! as 

we start to discern Joy’s next chapter. Peter will committing 16 hours a week to Joy!. 

Here’s a little more about Peter: 

“I am really excited to be growing more into the disciple Jesus made me to be. I was born and raised in 

Chicago and in the suburb of Park Ridge. I always believed God loved me, but my life changed for the 

better during high school when I started to realize how much I needed Jesus. I studied history in col-

lege and grad school, wrestling with the question of what I should do with my life. Sometimes I planned 

on being a teacher, sometimes on being a pastor, sometimes on being a lawyer, and sometimes on 

being an international rock star. I'm so glad to be in ministry now, and I'm so grateful for the chance to 

walk with the people of Joy!” 

 

#3 The Powerhouse Is Comin’ Down 

After years of discussion and discernment, Joy!’s council, adhering to our annexation agreement with the village of Gurnee, 

have voted to raze the Powerhouse by April 2016. Many options for the Powerhouse were considered, but in the end, spending 

an estimated $15,000 to raze the house was far better stewardship than spending $50,000+ to make the house compliant to 

local regulations and usable.  The General Fund will pay for the razing of the Powerhouse. 

And we need your help. The main issue with the loss of the Powerhouse is the loss of storage. Joy! needs a person gifted with 

an engineering mind to develop and execute a project plan that helps us deal with our new storage needs. Interested parties 

should contact mark.borgetti@joylutheran.org. 
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all in pairs of 2, but not necessary to be couples. 

The hosting pair for the month will name the 

cuisine or theme for the evening, and prepare the 

main dish. Then one pair will bring an appetizer, 

one pair a side dish, one pair a desert. There are 2 

sessions per year. 

College Cares - A group of parents who come 

together to pack a care package for their college 

student to remind that child they are still loved by 

God & their church as they are away furthering 

their education. Meets 4 x per school year. 

As you can see, that’s just a sampling of the things to look 

forward to here at Joy! If interested in learning more please 

don’t hesitate to contact me 

jenelle.ancona@joylutheran.org. 

 

 Starting Point Classes are for people looking to 

learn more about Joy! or become members of this 

church. They will begin Sunday, Sept 27 for 3 

consecutive weeks. Lunch & childcare available. 

These classes look at the Lutheran story (what it 

means to be Lutheran) , the Joy! story (our history, 

mission, values and where we are going) and our 

story together (your spiritual gifts and how they 

impact our mission together) 

 Special focus groups starting up:  

A new support group being offered for those 

who are divorced or separated to work through 

healing and new beginnings called 

DivorceCare. This is a national program open to 

anyone needing to rediscover hope and 

experience healing. Mondays 9/14 thru 12/7 

6:30-8:30p.m. 

Tables of 8 is a simple premise: 8 people 

sharing a meal together, once a month for 4 

months. Then reshuffle the groups so you get 

to know others in the Joy! community. Open to 

749 S. Hunt Club Rd. 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

Phone: 847-362-4569 

www.joylutheran.org 

Joy! Lutheran Church 

Passed - Move to accept the budget for fiscal year 2015-

2016 as presented. Here are some budget highlights for 

2015-2016: 

 General Fund Offerings increased by 13% over cur-

rent year budget (This includes a 10% growth in-

crease and 3% IN and OUT Ministry increase)  

 Reduction of STLAC-2* Capital Campaign Fund usage 

to $22,500 

 Church-wide support increased to $8,000 annually 

 Mortgage payment reduced $12,696 annually 

 Staff Salaries – Staff has received either a percent-

age increase or an increase based on a market re-

search comparison completed by HR  

Committee 

 Increased Medical Insurance expense due to in-

creased participation and premiums 

A New Season of Opportunity   (continued from front page)     

Pastor’s Peace (continued from previous page) 

 

#4 Annual Meeting Updates 

Passed - Move to elect nominees Neal Johnson and Chuck 

McCumber, each individually, for a three year term, as recom-

mended by the Congregation  

Council. 

Passed - Move to elect the 2015-2016 Slate of Officers of the 

Congregation Council as recommended by the Congregation 

Council: 

 Eric Sato – President 

 Robin Flory – Vice President 

 Bryan Peterson – Treasurer 

 Laura Shabat – Secretary 

 


