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Did you know Joy! has 67% of it’s adult & student 
population serving within one of our ministries? It’s 
true! And not only that but we have 70% of our new 
members from 2016 & 2017 in a serving role.   

Joy! has always invited people from their first visit to 
share their gifts in service here. There are no hoops 
to jump through and membership here does not 
equate to privileges that then allow people to get 
involved. We believe regardless of membership 
status, God brings people together for a purpose.  

1 Peter 4:10-11: “Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms.”  

Peter makes it clear that we have received our gifts 
from God to serve others and to bring praise to God. 
Out of our recorded visitors for 2017 (the last 4 
months) 11 people have gotten involved in some area 
of service! They haven’t even attended Joy! for 6 
months and yet have felt comfortable enough to use 
their gifts here. 

So then why does it feel like the 80/20 rule here? 
Where 20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the 
work. Good question that made me ask another 
question…why don’t we “see” the new faces that 
have been courageous enough to join us in our 
mission? Are we in a cycle of only “seeing” those we 
know? Could it be because we have a large number 
of “behind the scenes” serving roles? Have you ever 
stopped to consider some of those roles and number 
of volunteers in each? Consider the following….. 

 9 guys set up the chairs 

 12 women bake communion bread 

 5 guys mow grass 

 2 women stuff the weekly bulletins 

 16 people on the counting team 

 12 people on the Kids Adventure 
Klub administration team 

 5 people that dedicate many 
hours on our Finance committee 

 4 men who keep our bike ministry alive 

 2 women who lead DivorceCare 

 those who drop off refreshments for a Sunday 
Service 

 4 individuals that serve on the HR team 

 2 individuals that help with youth admin. tasks 

 20 people on the Meals Ministry team 

 25 precious worker bees making quilts for     
Prayers and Squares 

 1 individual that posts our podcast each week 

 10 people on the Awe & Wonder team creating 
stages 

 And many more………... 

Joy! is very blessed. God has gifted this church with 
people with all different gifts and talents and time to 
be shared to build up his kingdom! 

Hal Seed, the Lead Pastor of New Song Community 
Church in Oceanside, CA, states that “there’s a rule 
of thumb in church growth circles that says churches 
with 57% or more of their attendees actively 
volunteering in the church usually means that the 
church is growing”. We have proof that goes beyond 
simply the numbers in attendance on Sundays. We 
have 67% actively volunteering here who truly try to 
live out the mission of loving others with Christ's 
radical love and changing lives and when we begin to 
let go of the old “80/20” thought process and begin to 
“see” those new faces walking with us and take time 
to get to know them then our church gets stronger. So 
when it feels like you are the only one serving take 
comfort in knowing you are not. Expand your circle 
and get to know other people at Joy!  Ask them how 
they are connected and what their passions and 
interests are? And take time to thank God for all he is 
doing at Joy! 

If you are not in the 67% of those currently serving 
but would like to explore areas of interest or need 
please feel free to contact me for a conversation or 
simply start by taking our Spiritual Gifts assessment 
at http://www.joylutheran.org/gifts-assessment.html to 
see how God created you and where you can have 
the biggest impact with the greatest amount of joy! 
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Am I the Only One Serving Here? 
by Jenelle Ancona, Relational Ministries Coordinator 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%204.10-11
http://www.newsongchurch.com/
http://www.newsongchurch.com/
http://www.joylutheran.org/gifts-assessment.html


  

 

Men in Motion: Beds for Kids 
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The 2017 planning is well underway for an expanded 
Men in Motion / bunk bed build, reflecting the contin-
ued growth of the ministry including family participa-
tion to deliver them this year. Each year over forty 
men have gathered to build and deliver beds in part-
nership with Thrivent and Love Inc for children of       
in-need families. Started in 2011 and now in its sixth 
year as a way to connect men to service and fellow-
ship opportunities within our congregation, it has also 
become a training ground for leadership development, 
growing faith in action, and this year it’s a three day 
event.  

The 2017 team will be lead by Greg Steele, Steve 
Shaffer, and Jim Pucevich the ministry will open 
online registration on the Joy! web page starting in 
August for men (17yrs and older) interested in any or 
all of the following three dates/ways to serve: 

  Oct 3 & Oct 5, 6pm to 9pm (8 to 10 Men over 

17) Two week day evenings for pre build work in 
the Joy! barn will include cutting, sanding, router 
and drilling of 2x4’s and plywood in preparation for 
the assembly and staining on the day of the main 
event.  

 Oct 14, 11am to 5pm (Men and supervised boys) 

An afternoon in the Joy! barn of food and fellow-
ship and final assembly, stain and completion of 
the 16 beds built each year. 

 Oct 28, 9am to 3pm (Families) Morning and early 

afternoon truck delivery and assembly, in homes 
of in-need families identified by Love Inc. including 
mattresses, bedding and stuffed animals.  

If you or someone you know has been looking for a 
fun, fast paced way to get to know other men in the 
congregation this is a great place to start. Also if you 
are interested in serving on the leadership team or 
donate bedding, stuffed animals or would like to get 
involved with delivery feel free to contact Greg Steele 
at gregsteele83@yahoo.com , or Jim Pucevich at 
jpucevich@gmail.com for more information. Watch for 
online registration for each of the three service dates 
to open beginning at the end of August. 



  

 

My high school best friend Karl and I took a road trip to 
the east coast back in the 80s. On our way back to 
Illinois from Stanton Island we got lost! We kept driving 
and crossing one New York bridge after another. C’mon, 
we’re guys. We don’t stop and ask for directions. Over 
and over and hour after hour we asked each other, 
“Where are we!?” We finally did stop at a gas station 
only to find out in our effort to drive west towards Illinois 
we drove north and ended up in the Bronx! We weren’t 
even on the mainland yet! 

How did we ever get to where we were going without 
GPS or smartphone apps like Google Maps or Waze? 
When we got lost we had no choice but to figure out our 
exact location using a paper map. The power of GPS 
technology is knowing where we are at any given 
moment. Knowing where we are allows us to plan the 
route to our destination. That in a nutshell sums up the 
completion of the first phase of Joy!’s visioning process 
– The Discovery Phase; knowing where we are: 

 Demographics – How well does Joy! reflect the 
local community? 

 Strengths – What are we doing well that we 
continue to commit resources to? 

 Opportunities – Where should we invest NEW time, 
talent, and resources?  

The next step, the Visioning Phase,  begins with 
knowing where we are. This phase has just begun. 

Demographics 

Mostly, we believe Joy! represents the demographics of 
the community well with a couple exceptions: Minorities 
(Asian, Hispanic, and Blacks) and Adults 25-44 years of 
age.  

Knowing our demographics is important. The apostle 
Paul was an expert at knowing where he was at any 
given time. When it came to knowing the local 
demographics. He once wrote  

Though I am free and belong to no one, I have 
made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 
win the Jews. To those under the law I became like 
one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under the law. To those 
not having the law I became like one not having the 
law (though I am not free from God’s law but am 
under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having 
the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the 
weak. I have become all things to all people so that 
by all possible means I might save some.  I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in 
its blessings.  

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Before he could effectively tell others 
about Jesus, he had to know who he 
was trying to reach. Through this 
vision process, it is my hope that Joy! 
becomes as diverse as the people in 
our community.  

Strengths 

Our three strongest areas based on survey scores and 
focus group feedback are Worship, Family, and 
Relationships. Whatever energy and support directed 
towards these areas should continue and/or increase.   

Opportunities 

Our three greatest opportunities are centered on: 

 Adult Learning – Relevant teachings on the core 
elements of our faith and bible knowledge.  

 Outreach – Evangelism, understanding the needs of 
our community, serving those needs, and being 
known for making a contribution to our community. 

 Building Improvements - Centered on visibility, 
curb appeal, classrooms, and kitchen.  

Please continue to pray for the TCI Vision Mobilization 
team as we continue to discern God’s vision for Joy!’s 
future. More to come! 
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Vision Update – Where Are We?  
by Mark Borgetti, Lead Pastor 

Next Baptism Class       April 23 

 

Learn about God’s grace through the waters 

of Baptism 

Congratulations on your 
First Communion! 
 
Nathan Cooper, Griffin Cooper, Cayden Janczewski, Colin McKeown, 
Kendall McKeown, Abigail Green and Joselyn Schenk 
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So this is my chance to brag. We have the best students 
on the planet in our youth group.  We’ve done a lot over 
the past year and I couldn’t be prouder of the choices 
they’ve made, how they’ve treated each other and the 
people around them, and how hard they’ve worked to 
get stuff ready for their mission trip and all the 
fundraisers that come along with it. 

Recently, we confirmed 20 students after our 
Confirmation Weekend retreat.  I don’t think it’s a big 
secret to say that our eighth graders have a lot of 
energy!  I was amazed at how they were able to direct 
their energy towards expressing their faith statement 
and going deeper in their knowledge and understanding 
of who God is.  It was a total pleasure to hang out with 
them and even more so to confirm them into our Joy! 
community. 

Our Pizza Fundraiser was a big success!  We sold about 
800 pizzas all together!  A huge thank you to our 
congregation for supporting the youth and their mission 
trip with such enthusiasm.  Our pizza making day was 
enormous!  That’s a lot of pizza to make, and our kids 
and their families got it done in record time.  So many 
kids stayed past the end of their shift, middle schoolers 
and their families showed up to help, as well as kids not 
even going on the mission trip. 

Final reminder!  Our rummage sale dates are: 

 Wed., June 7th: 10 am - 4 pm 
 Thurs., June 8th: 10 am - 4 pm 
 Fri., June 9th: 9 am – Noon 

I’m constantly amazed at what a 
healthy community can do when it 
puts its mind to it.  And it truly takes everyone, from the 
people who haven’t been to a youth group, but who 
donate to our scholarship fund or donate to the 
rummage sale or shop there, from those that pray for us, 
from the love people show to me and my little family, to 
our small group leaders who dedicate time to our goofy 
pile of kids, all the parents that run them back and forth, 
we have such a rich community.  I’m so excited to see 
where God takes us next! 

PADS Summary 
By Cathy Kramer 

 

What another great year of serving our Brothers and 
Sisters without homes! 

It’s been a pleasure serving on Joy’s Pads Ministry this 
year with so many wonderful Volunteers and Folks who 
donate to this Ministry! 

Bryan Peterson and Sandy Koehn collected data and 
reported the following stats: 
 Total number of Guests Served 1517 
 Total number of Children 251 
 Total Volunteer shifts 1444 
 Total Volunteer Hours 4551 

The Pads Volunteer Appreciation Dinner place May 15 
at Shepherd of the Lakes Church. Several awards were 
given to Volunteers. The following were Joy’s recipients: 
 Maddie Lenning – Youth Volunteer of The Year 
 Joy Youth Group- Youth Group Volunteer of the 

Year 
 Nancy Prokof – Adult Volunteer of the Year 
 Mike Morse – Site Volunteer of the Year 

So many deserve recognition for their part in keeping 
this Ministry successful, you all know who you are! 
Thank you again for a great season! 

Next Season Joy is growing its participation in the Minis-
try. We will be serving Pads at Shepherd of the Lakes 
the 1st Monday of the month AND the 3rd Monday of the 
month. That means we have a goal to double our Volun-
teer involvement! 

Please prayerfully consider joining the Team! For infor-
mation contact Cathy Kramer at 224-944-9607 or email 
cathykramer@ameritech.net 

Youth Ministry 
by Colin Cranmer, Director 
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I encourage all families (even those with young children) to worship together this summer.  You are important…
and we want you AND your children in worship.  If you have a child that is between 3 years old and 5 years old, 
after the children’s message, you are welcome to bring them to the nursery to watch a movie.  If you have children 
6 years old or older, there are busy bags for your child as you enter the worship center.   

Worshipping as a family is important…so important, in fact, that it’s one of the promises we make when we baptize 
children:  to teach them to pray, read bible stories to them, and to bring them to church.  Because we believe that 
the family is the faith center of their home, and spending time together in worship is how children learn.   

Children giggle, they poke, and they swing their little legs simply because they are children. But they also sing, 
pray and can give the peace with us.  So, I encourage, we adults to accept, even value, children’s restlessness 
during worship, trusting they are also learning:   

 That it’s important to come to church each week 
 That they belong to this special body of Christ 
 That the sights and sounds and feel of worship are good 
 That they may respond in song, in prayer, and in offering 
 That all God’s children are welcome at the Lord’s table 

Bringing a child to worship can be a real exercise in aggravation.  But then again, so are many other facets of par-
enting, but the rewards are so well worth the effort.  Children are welcome in worship.  We value them.  And we 
must remember that children are members of the church.  Not only do parents promise to bring their children to 
church, the people of the church promise to model God’s grace and love towards them and should be among the 
worshipping people.  Children are growing in their understanding of worship and learning to take their place in the 
church family.   

For more information on the ABC’s for parents and the worshipping community, pick up a guide at the info center 
or children’s desk on Sunday mornings. 

As we begin this summer, I am eternally grateful to be a part of a church that values people.  I love that Kids’ Ad-
venture Klub “take time off” during the summer to give our valued, extremely gifted and passionate ministry team, 
teachers and helpers some time off.  They get to sleep in, just come to one service with their families, instead of 
serving at one and worshipping at another.  They can spend quality time with their family and take time to rejuve-
nate and prepare for serving again in Fall. 

I love that we know our mission and vision in Children’s Ministry to help parents be the faith center of their home.  
But we also know we want parents to be able to get filled up for their week of parenting by coming to worship. 

Thank you for allowing me to partner with you in ministry! 

Children in Worship 
by Cheryl O’Neill 



  

 

Can you feel it? The days are getting warmer and 
longer which means summer is just around the 
corner! And do you know what that means? The 
greatest week of the year…Vacation Bible School! 
Whether you are a kid or a kid at heart, it surely is a 
life changing week for everyone. This year we get to 
spend time focusing on God’s never ending love and 
how he built us for a purpose. The cool thing about 
this is that we, the adults, also get to focus on this 
message and I think remembering that God created 
us and built us for a purpose is crucial to changing 
lives, bringing Jesus into someone’s heart, and 
bringing Jesus into our own hearts.  
 
Before I continue, here is a tiny bit of my story. I was 
diagnosed with cancer two and a half years ago and, 
let me tell you, I had no idea what God’s purpose 
behind that was. Why was I created to have white 
blood cells that didn’t work as they should and have 
to go through six months of chemotherapy at the age 
of 21? What was the purpose behind all of this? 
Throughout this journey, I held on to God’s promise 
that there was purpose behind this and that it wasn’t 
going to be wasted. God was doing something 
greater than I could have ever known and I had to 
hold on to that. Don’t get me wrong, it was scary and 
tiring and probably the most challenging thing I have 
gone through. But there was purpose to it, and now, 
two years cancer free, I have started to see that 
purpose. 
 
Over the last two years I have used my story to be a 
light and change lives. During my treatment, I knew 
that if my story could change one life or bring at least 
one person to Jesus, then everything I went through 
would be worth it. I can only hope that I was a light for 
someone and knowing that, helped me understand 
God’s purpose for what I was going through and 
making me who I am. What I didn’t know is that God 
would continue showing me that purpose and 
continue to use my story, now two years later. My 
journey and opportunity to change lives didn’t end 
when treatment ended. In fact, it isn’t even close to 
ending and God is using VBS to show me that.  
 
God has called me to lead the VBS mission store for 
a second time and it is for a mission that has a lot of 
meaning to me. We will be partnering with a local 
organization called Cory’s Project. Their purpose is to 
help children and their families in the H.O.T unit at 
The Children’s Hospital in Milwaukee. This unit is for 
many children with illnesses and other conditions that 

might involve long hospital stays with lots of 
challenges. This organization helps them by giving 
children gifts, activities to do in the hospital, gift cards 
to restaurants and gas stations for parents, and 
anything that can help make a very tough situation a 
little bit better. I can’t help but think that God is giving 
me a chance to use my story and give back for 
everything that has been done for me.  
 
Everyone at VBS will get to see how much of an 
impact they can have on others and how much a little 
bit goes to help change lives and you have that 
opportunity too. You were built for a purpose and God 
wants to use you! Whether that it is through your time 
and talents as a teacher or volunteer, or through your 
treasures to donate to the mission or for kids to 
attend this week, you were made with a purpose that 
can change lives. God continues to use VBS in my 
life to grow spiritually, change my life, and use me for 
the purpose He has created me for. He has the same 
plan for you and for every person that walks through 
the doors the week of VBS. So, I invite you, between 
June 12th-16th to feel the love of Jesus and have 
your life changed. You were made by an incredible 
God and built for a purpose, so come start or 
continue that journey with us! See you there!  

Cory’s Project; the VBS Mission 
by Holly Rossmann  

Page 7 



  

 

Summer 2017 

749 S. Hunt Club Road Gurnee, IL  60031   
www.joylutheran.org   

847-362-4JOY 


