
“Now to him 
who is able to do 

immeasurably 
more than all we 

ask or imagine…” 
— EPHESIANS 3:20

A  C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N  F O R  J O Y !  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARK

Dear Friends,

There’s a kind of boldness that comes when you know who you are—and whose you 
are. That’s the kind of boldness Joy! has always had. We’re a church that leads with 
love, welcomes with purpose, and shows up in real life with real faith.

Now, we’re being called to step forward—Joy! Faithfully Forward.

This campaign is about more than buildings and budgets. It’s about removing barriers, 
expanding our reach, and preparing our church for what’s next. It’s about faith in action.

This is an opportunity to invest in Joy!’s long-term mission by reducing our debt, 
preparing for future needs, and strengthening youth ministry and community 
partnerships.

We’ve done this before. We know how to show up with generosity and hope. Let’s do 
it again, together.

In Christ,

Pastor Mark Borgetti
Lead Pastor
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Joy! Lutheran Church exists to reach our neighbors with the love of 
Jesus.
We gather to worship, grow, and serve—not as perfect people, but as 
a real community following Jesus in real life.
We believe the local church should be a place of welcome, transformation, 
and action. Our mission isn't just something we say—it's how we live.
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OUR MISSION
Reach our neighbors with Christ’s love so all lives are changed.

Who We Are

OUR VALUES
	Î Accept each person as they are
	Î Encourage each person to grow in Christ
	Î Build a loving community through intentional relationships
	Î Reveal God through innovation and risk-taking
	Î Empower each person to put their faith in action
	Î Aspire to include Children & Youth in all aspects of church life
	Î Experience Joy!
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The Joy! Faithfully 
Forward Campaign

“It’s been an amazing journey for us as we remember our first Advent worship in 1991. Joy! 
has grown into an energetic, talented group who say YES to serve in so many ways. We feel 
the dedication of Joy!’s staff and the spirit of God in the leaders and members. We are grateful 
and blessed to be a part of Joy! ministries which do reach people no matter where they are in 
their faith journey.”  – DAN & CAROL SCHLEVENSKY

At Joy! Lutheran Church, we believe that following Jesus 
means moving forward—together, in faith. Our church 
has always been a community of welcome, purpose, and 
spiritual growth. As the world around us appears to shun 
the disadvantaged, to turn away the stranger, to offer less 
grace and care, the need for God’s extravagant love is 
magnified. Joy! cultivates inclusivity by celebrating and 
accepting every individual. 

We believe God is calling Joy! to do even more to care for 
the marginalized, to lift up the oppressed, to fully reflect 
His love within our congregation and in the broader 
community. To do this, we want to better financially 
position Joy! to respond to these opportunities. Through 
the Joy! Faithfully Forward Campaign, we will reduce 
the burden of mortgage debt and create a strong capital 
reserve to address upcoming building needs. These 
financial obligations currently limit our ability to respond 
nimbly to new and expanded ministry opportunities. 
These aren’t just financial goals—they’re ministry goals.

For several years, Joy!’s leaders have been discerning 
how best to care for our church building while supporting 
the life-changing ministry that happens within it. The 
result of that discernment is this campaign: a faithful, 
focused invitation to our entire congregation to invest in 
the future God is building through Joy!.
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Campaign Goal: $1.2 Million

Over the coming months, we invite you to dream 
alongside us and listen for God's direction as we discern 
Joy!'s next steps together. We know that what makes 
Joy! special is our commitment to caring for all people 
and providing a welcoming, safe space where everyone 
can experience God's grace—and whatever path we 
take forward will honor this spirit.
The success of this campaign will enable us to hire a 
Youth Director. We've witnessed incredible momentum 
in youth ministry under Pastor Mark's leadership and 
through the dedicated work of our part-time Assistant 
Youth Director, Ellie Jensen. But to meet the growing 
needs of our young people and build on this strong 
foundation, we need consistent, full-time leadership that 
can deepen discipleship, strengthen relationships, and 
create life-shaping faith experiences. Together, we can 
ensure that Joy! remains a place where young people 
are nurtured, inspired, and equipped to live as faithful 
followers of Christ.
The success of this campaign will also deepen Joy!'s 
impact in our wider community by strengthening our 
financial support for vital community partners like 
PADS Lake County, Love INC, COOL Ministries, and 
the LGBTQ+ Center in Grayslake. These organizations 
are meeting critical needs right here in our community, 
and through them, we extend Christ's love in tangible, 
transformative ways. Together, we can continue to shine 
Christ's light with compassion, generosity, and hope.

Like any home, our church building requires ongoing 
care. HVAC systems, roofing, and major repairs are 
inevitable—and expensive. A healthy capital reserve 
means we can plan wisely, respond quickly, and maintain 
our space without derailing ministry.
Rather than facing each major expense as a crisis, 
we can approach future repairs and upgrades with 
thoughtful planning and readiness. Whether it's HVAC 
replacement, parking lot resurfacing, or structural 
maintenance, a reserve fund enables us to move 
forward with confidence. It’s a quiet, behind-the-scenes 
investment—but one that protects and strengthens every 
other aspect of church life.

Paying down our mortgage is one of the most powerful 
steps we can take to immediately free up funding for 
ministry. Each year, more than $112,000 of our budget 
goes toward debt service. That’s over 15% of our total 
budget—resources that could instead support people, 
programs, and outreach. By reducing our mortgage 
burden, we will shift from paying interest to investing 
in impact.
Imagine the ministry possibilities if we could repurpose 
those dollars—strengthening staff capacity, deepening 
faith formation, supporting outreach partners, and 
responding more quickly to new opportunities. Mortgage 
reduction is not just a financial move; it’s a strategic shift 
that gives Joy! more freedom, flexibility, and energy for 
the mission God is calling us to pursue.

 3. SHIFTING MONEY FROM  
 MORTGAGE TO MINISTRY 

 2. CAPITAL RESERVE FUND  
 – $500,000 

 1. MORTGAGE DEBT REDUCTION  
 – $700,000 

5



Giving to this campaign helps Joy!:
	Î Release resources for people and programs instead of debt
	Î Be ready for tomorrow’s maintenance needs without panic
	Î Welcome all people with hospitality that matches our heart

It’s more than a goal—it’s a strategy for sustainable ministry.

WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO REACH OUR GOAL?

Gift Amount  
Over 3 Years

Number of  
Gifts Needed

Running Total 
Toward Goal

$100,000 2  $200,000

$75,000 3 $425,000

$50,000 4 $625,000

$30,000 7 $835,000

$20,000 8 $995,000

$10,000 10 $1,095,000

$5,000 15 $1,170,000

$1,095 ($1/day  
for 3 years) 25 $1,197,375

Less than $1/day Many $1,200,000

Total $1,200,000

POWER OF YOUR GIVING OVER TIME
Even small weekly gifts add up. Here’s what your commitment 
could add up to over a 3-year period:

3-Year Total Weekly Gift Monthly Gift Annual Gift

$75,000 $480 $2,083 $25,000
$50,000 $320 $1,389 $16,667
$40,000 $256 $1,111 $13,333
$30,000 $192 $833 $10,000
$25,000 $160 $694 $8,333
$20,000 $128 $555 $6,666
$15,000 $96 $416 $5,000
$10,000 $64 $277 $3,333
$5,000 $32 $138 $1,667
$1,800 $12 $50 $600

$4,200 $3.85/day Average cup  
of coffee

$1,095 $1/day

 SUPPORTING OUR ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 
Joy! Faithfully Forward is about building for the future, but it's your annual gifts that make possible the ministry 
happening right now—worship that inspires, caring staff and leaders, day-to-day operations, ministry with the next 
generation, and community partnerships.
We invite you to prayerfully consider a capital campaign gift that is over and above your regular annual stewardship 
giving to Joy!. Both are essential. Your annual generosity is the foundation for Joy!’s powerful ministry. Gifts to Joy! 
Faithfully Forward are additional meaningful investments that will ensure long-term health and future ministry 
readiness.

 OUR GENEROSITY STORY 
In 2010, Joy!’s “So That Lives Are Changed” campaign raised more than 
$800,000—creating the gathering space and café we enjoy today. That 
investment continues to build relationships and community every week.
Joy! Faithfully Forward continues this spirit of generosity and growth.

"As a passionate follower 
of Jesus and a devoted 
mom of my queer son, a 
sense of true belonging is 
essential to me at church. 
Since I started attending 
Joy!, I have never felt 
like I needed to change 
myself or hide my support 
for my son. We are both 
fully loved and accepted 
for who we are, and I am 
free to grow and worship 
within a community where 
I know I truly belong." 
– HOLLY SHEAHAN

“Through Joy! Youth, I have witnessed how a supportive community can inspire growth, deepen 
faith and encourage lasting friendships rooted in God’s love.” –ANNABELLE WEIR

What This Makes Possible
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Question:	When do my gift payments for the campaign begin?
Answer:	 Unless you prefer a different timetable, the payment period begins January 1, 2026. The intent card has 

a place for you to indicate how and when you will fulfill your pledge.

Question:	Can I just increase my annual stewardship giving over the next three years?
Answer: 	 It is important for the church to distinguish between annual budgeting needs and campaign goals. 

Therefore, the intent card will have two sections to clearly capture responses to the Joy! Faithfully Forward 
Campaign separate from the annual stewardship giving. 

Question:	How long does the campaign last?
Answer:	 The campaign will last for three years: January 1, 2026- December 31, 2028. However, if you feel you 

can make a larger gift by extending the time, you are welcome to do so. You may also make a one-time 
gift or make payments for less than three years.

Question:	Is it possible to make gifts to the campaign without making a specific commitment?
Answer:	 Yes, but written responses, while never legally binding, give us an indication of what we can expect and 

plan for our ministry. Please fill out an intent card even if you do not make a pledge. A complete response 
from the congregation will be a compelling story to tell our new members and our community as we 
prepare for even more impactful ministry.

Question:	Will I be asked to give a specific amount?
Answer:	 You will be asked to prayerfully consider an amount based on the gift chart to reach our goal. If every 

gift on the chart is fulfilled, we will exceed our goal.

Question:	Do all gifts to the campaign have to be cash?
Answer:	 No, gifts of unencumbered property, appreciated stock, mutual funds, cash value from insurance policies 

or policy loan proceeds, Certificates of Deposit (CD’s), bonds and annuities are just some of the ways 
we can give. In addition, directed gifts from Donor Advised Funds (“DAF”) are an option if you have an 
existing DAF account or open a DAF account through donation of appreciated stock.  All these gifts may 
be subject to restrictions and limitations, so it is wise to consult your financial advisor or accountant.  

Note:	 Contact Sue Gearica at the office for gifts other than cash.
	 Important! For noncash gifts, you may not want to sell the property yourself as you may be unable 

to avoid the capital gains tax. If you are trying to capture a capital loss, you may consider selling it 
yourself. For your individual situation, you should consult with your attorney or financial advisor. If 
you do not have those contacts, Sue Gearica may be able to refer you to similar contacts. 

Question:	What is the advantage of giving appreciated stocks or property?
Answer:	 You may be able to avoid capital gains taxes and receive a tax deduction for making a charitable gift. 

Question:	How do I make a gift of appreciated stock?
Answer:	 Have your broker transfer shares from your account to the church. Contact Sue Gearica at the office for 

account information.
	 Important! You may not want to sell the stock yourself as you may be unable to avoid capital gains 

tax. Typically, the church’s broker will sell the stock, and you would get credit for its average market 
value (net of any fees or any other expenses) on the day it is transferred. For your individual situation, 
you should consult with your attorney or financial advisor. If you do not have those contacts, Sue 
Gearica may be able to refer you to similar contacts.

Commonly Asked Questions
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749 S. Hunt Club Rd.
Gurnee, IL 60031

847-362-4JOY (4569)
www.joylutheran.org

Together, We Move Joy! Faithfully Forward

This is more than a campaign. It’s an invitation.

An invitation to help Joy! live fully into our mission.

An invitation to clear the path for stronger future ministries.

An invitation to trust what God can do with our gifts—together.


